
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



r 



» *-iy£js.5«j;:'^* -'■ -*■ '^^ ...7^■:■■ 




N'/• 





'4 

M 



THE 

OLD MANOR HOUSE. 

A 

NOVEL, 

IN FOUR VOLUMES. 
By CHARLOTTE SMITH. 

' ' ' ' ' ■ I ' I* 

THE SECOND EDITION. 



VOL. I 




Ah me r for aught that I could < 

Could ever hear from tale or haftory, 

The courfe of true love never did run fmootk; 

But cither it was diflferent in blood, 

Or clfe mifgraftcd in refpeft of years, 

Or elfe it ftood upon the choice of friends ; 

Or, if there were a fympathy in choice. 

War, death> or ficknefs, did lay iiege to it. 

Shake's?. Midfummer Night's Dream. 
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CHAP. I. 



ON the following, morning Orlando 
received an early fummons frdm his 
father, requefting him to be at liome by- 
two o'clock, when his mother^ liis lifter, 
and General Tracy were expefted 5 for, as 
the General travelled with his own four 
horfes, which were very fine ones, and of 
which he was particularly fond, the ladies 
had agreed to remaiii-.One night on the 
road, and reach home e^rly the fecond day ; 
though the journey was otherwife eafily per- 
formed in one, Weft Wolvcrton being only 
about fixty-five miles fron> t^ndpn. ^ 
Vol. II. B • *^ 'Oflando 
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Orlando having informed Mrs. Rayland 
cf the reafon of his abfence ; having feen 
Monimia for a moment, again whifpered 
to her to be kfs apprehenfive for his fefety, 
and promifing to fee her at nighe, he pro- 
ceeded t0 obey his father. On his arrival, 
he found him waiking with the General on 
the grafs plot before the door ; and, fpring. 
ing from his horfe, paid his duty to him, 
«was introduced in form to the General, and 
then eagerly aiked for his mother and hig 
filer. 

Tbey were within ; and Orlando, flying 
10 them., was furprifed by his mother's 
throwing Iier arms around him, and falling 
into an agony of tears, in which his three 
lifters, who ftood around her, accompanied 
hen He entreated an explanation ; and 
learned from Ifabella, who alone was able 
to fpeak, that tbe fervants had been telling 
t!hem, inftantly on their arrival at home, 
that he was about to fight a duel, in which 
it was the opinion of the informers that he 
muft certainly be killed. 

OrJlando^ 
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Orlando, execrating the folly of the fer- 
vants, or rather the paltry condud of Sir 
John Belgravc, who had apparently made 
all this buttle on purpofe, endeavoured to 
re-affure and confole his mother; but her 
alarm for his fafety was too great to allow 
her to liften patiently to any thing he could 
fay, fince the faft of his having received 
and accepted a challenge from Sir John 
Belgrave.he did not attempt to deny. The 
anxious mother, now that (he faw him be- 
fore her, thought only of preventing the 
meeting which might deprive her of that 
comfort for ever. She feemed afraid of 
his ftirring from her fight, as if Sir John 
Belgrave had lurked in every corner of 
the hou(e ; and defired he would remain 
with her in her own room, while (he fent 
Kabella to entreat that Mr. Somerive would 
come to her« 

When he faw her, her tears and agitation 

fufficiently explained to him, that thofe 

whom he had cxprefsly ordered to be filent 

had found it impofiible to obey him. To 

B z Selina 
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Sdina and Emma, the two youngeft girls, 
who had remained at home, it had been 
known almoft as foon as to himfelf, but he 
had enjoined them to conceal it from their 
mother ; and knew that, whatever it coft 
them to be filent on fuch a fubjedt, neither 
of them would difobey him. It was, how- 
ever, too late, or at leaft ufelefs, to declaim 
againft the folly of tliofe who bad; and he 
found fufficient employment in appealing 
the diftrefs of his wife and daughters, 
while he fent Orlando to entertain the 
General. 

General Tracy was the fecond brother of 
a no^le family; and, having entered very 
young into the army, had pafled through 
the inferiot ranks with that rapidity which 
intereft always fecures. At five-and-thirty 
he had a regiment ; and as fome of the 
fortunes of uncles and aunts had centred 
in him, he was now, at near fixty, a man of 
very large fortune, and feemed to want no- 
thing to complete his happinefs, but the 
power of perfiUiding others^ as he had ,ai- 

moft 
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moft perfu'aded hitnfelf, that he was hiu;, 
five-and- thirty (lilU 

To efFcd this, and maintain that favour 
which he liad always been in among the 
ladies, was the great objed of hiis life. His 
perfon had been celebrated for beauty ; and 
he defired to prefer ve a pre-eminence, 
which was. in his opinion fuperior to any. 
fame he could derive from his bravery in 
the field, or his ability in the.fenaie, where. 
he had lon^ been a member, certainly vot-. 
ing with. the minifter of the day. He had 
a place about the court, at which he was a 
conftant attendant, and where the foftneft 
and elegance of his manners, the pliability 
of his political attachments, and his very 
confiderable intercft and property, rpndcr*- 
«d him a great favourite. — All the time he 
could fpare-from his duty there, he feemed 
to devote to the fervice of thofe feftiionablc 
women who give the ton, and whofe favour 
he difputed with the rifing heroes of the 
fafliionable world. But he felt in reality 
only difguft and fatiety in their company ;, 
B 3 and 
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and bad no tafte but for youth and beauty, 
of which he was continually in fearch — ^and 
with his fortune his fearch could not be 
unfuccefsful. He had no fcruples to deter 
him from decoying any young woman whom 
he liked, that chance might throw into his 
power ; but he ufually avoided with care 
any fcheme which was likely to be inter- 
rupted by the unpleafant remonftrances of 
a father or a brother, and generally purfucd 
only the indigent and the defencelefs. 

As he purchafed his wine of Mr. Wood- 
ford, he had occafionally been at his houfe. 
His daughters were rather handfome, and 
very lively girls ; and though they did not- 
come exaftly under the defcription of thofe 
tvhofe preference the General could with- 
out much trouble fecure, he found himfelf 
pleafed with their company, becaufe they 
were greatly flattered by the admiration of 
fuch a fafliionabje man, and never Co hap- 
py as when the General fent bis fuperb 
coach for them, and gallanted them to fome 
public place, or drove them in his phaeton 

through 



THE OLD MANOR HOUSt. 7 

through Hyde Park to Kenfington GardenSi; 
Their father, who thought more of the gooid 
aiftomer which the General was himfelf, 
and the great families he had recommended 
bim to, than of any neceffity for referve in 
his daughters, encouraged this acquaint- 
atice (which their mother was as well 
pleafed with as the youi^ women) till the 
neighbourhood talked loudly of their indif* 
cretioa, and till the youngeft Mifs Wood- 
ford, who was his peculiar favourite, was 
declared ibf many ladies to have coniidera- 
bly injured her reputation. This (he her- 
felf coniidered only as a teftimony of their 
envy^and her own fuperior attractions ^ and 
the more She heard of their maligant re^ 
marks, the more eagerly (he endeavoured 

, to fhew her contempt of their opinion, and 
her powpr over the General, who^ on the 
return of the family to town after their 

' yifit to Weft Wolverton, was more than 

ufual at the houfe. But thither he was no 

longer attraded by the charms of Mifs. 

Eliza Woodford. The moment he beheld 

B 4 IfabeUa 
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liabella Somcrive, he had lio eyes for any 
otljer pcrfon; and though he foon learned 
that.fhc was in a fituation of life which 
placed her above tbofe temptations which 
he generally found infallible, and had a 
father and two brothers to proteft her, the 
impreffion (he had made was fuch that he 
could not determine to lofe fight of her; 
and as the difcovery of the preference he 
gave her had made both her coufins very 
little defirous of her company in London 
during the winter, where &e feemed too 
likely to rob them of all their conqueftv 
he found ftie was to return hojnc with her 
mother— and thijier he refolv^ to follow 
iier. 

An opportunity of introducing himfelf 
into the family of Somerive was eafily ob- 
tained, when he recollcfted that, in the 
preceding war, Somerive, in whofe own 
county ther« was at that time no militia, 
had, being then an aftive man, procured ^ 
commiffion in that of a neighbouring coun- 
:M;5,,iindJferved in a camp then formed for 

ihe 
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the defence ofthecoaft, where he himfclf 
was a captain. They had at that timcf 
been frequently together, and aftcrwardii 
kept lip fome degree of intimacy, till Somen 
rive*s marriage fixing him wholly in re- 
tirement^ the gay and falhionabl^ foldi^ 
thought of him no more. 

The General, however, no (boner knevir 
who the vifitors at Woodford's wert, that| 
he mod afliduoufly and fuccefsfully^.pai4 
his court to Mrs. Somerive ; talked to hcf 
continually of her hulband, whofe merits he 
affeSted to remember with infinite regard^ 
and for whofe intereft lie appeared to feej 
the warm^ft concern. It was a thenie of 
which Mrs. Somerive, who adored her hu& 
band, was never weary; and while Giene^ 
ral Tracy fo pathetically lamented thp in* 
tcrruption of their friendftiip, nothing wa^ 
more natural than her.entreape^ tol)iqn thof 
he would renew it, 

' That was the point he had labouied (p 
gain^ and he accepted the invitation tir» 
^avc hirp, adding the opj^ortupHypfthe 
gij . ftootiijg 
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(hooting feafon to his other inducements, 

the better to colour fo unexpcdted a vifit. 

He had found it convenient to pretend a 

great paflion for field fports — partly becaufe 

k was fafhionable, and partly becaufe it 

(hewed that his powers of enduring fatigue 

were equal to the youthful appearance he 

aflumed ; and to fupport this, he now and 

then went through, what was to him moft 

mtierable drudgery, that of a day *s hunting 

or (hooting ; but he more ufually contrived, 

when he was at the houfes of his friends 

for thefe purpofes, to fprain his ancle ia 

the firft excurfion he made, or to hurt him* 

fclf by the recoil of his gun : and by fucK 

methods he generally managed to be left 

without fufpicion at home with the ladies ; 

with whom he was fo univerfal a favourite, 

and to whom he had fo many way^ of re* 

commending himfclf, by deciding on their 

drefs, reading to them books of entertain* 

ment, and relating anecdotes cpUeded in 

the higher circles where he moved in the 

winter, that he found no lofs of attentioo 

5 from 



THS OLD MANOR .HQyS^; X I 

from thje prpgrefs of years— a progrefs 
indeed wUcUiie took, the utmoft pains to 
conccaL His, clothes, which were alvvajrs 
made by the mod en^inent taylor, were cut 
with as much care as thofe of the moft cele- 
brated beauty on her firft appearance ^t 
court ;. a^d be had feveral contrivances, of, 
tis own invention, to make then^ fit witk 
advgixitage to his perfon. His hands were 
more delicate than thofe of any lady ; and 
though he. could not fo totally baffle the 
inexprahlc ha^ds of time as to cfcape a few 
wrinides, he flill maintained a confiderablc 
Qi^reofthe bloom of youth, not without 
fufpicion of Olympian dew, cold cream>. 
and Spanish wool. Certain it is that he 
was very long at his toilet every day, tQ 
wiiich no perfon, not even his valct-de^ 
chambre, was admitted. With all this he 
was a man of the moft undoubted bravery j 
and had not only ferved in Germany with 
great credit, but had been engaged in fe- 
deral ai)t^s of honour, in which he had 
always acqpitted himfelf with courage and 
B6 propriety,. 
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propriety. Such was the man who was 
now, from np very honourable motives, 
become an inmate in the houfe of Mr. 
Somerive* 

When Mr. Somerive had appeafed the 
diftrefs into which his wife was thrown by 
the intelligence the had fo abruptly re- 
ceived about Orlando, and had prevailed 
upon her to compofe herfelf and appear at 
dinner, he returned back to his friend, 
whom be found in coriverfation with Orlan- 
do ; and he determined that he would, 
over their wine, relate to him what had 
paffed between Sir John Belgrave and his 
fon (who had put Sir John's lad letter into 
h& hands), and take the General's opinion 
as to what was fit to be done. 

Dinner was announced, and the Tadies 
of the family appeared ; — the mother, with 
fwoUen eyes, which (he could not a mo- 
nient keep from Orlando ; and the daugh* 
tftrs appearing to fympathize with her, par* 
ticularly Selina, who was fondly attached to 
Orlando, and who, froni the terror in which 

(he 
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(he faw her mother, having cauglit ro-^ 
doubled apprehenfion, could hardly com- 
mand her tears ; and though the General 
failed hot to compliment her on her beauty, 
which even exceeded that of her lifter, and 
to fpeak in the warmeft terms to Mr, and 
Mrs. Somerive of their lovely family, Sc- 
lina heeded him nor. He obferved that 
Ifabella was lefs infenfible of his ftudied 
eulogtums, and from thence drew a favour- 
able omen. Emma, the youngeft of the 
girls, was pnly betwefen twelve and thir* 
teen; 

As foon as the table-cloth was removed, 
Mrs. Somerive, under pretence of being a 
good deal fatigued with her journey, and 
fomcwhat indifpofed, withdrew with her 
daughters : Mr. Somerive foon after gave 
Orlando a hint to go alfo ; and then he 
opened to General Tracy the affair which 
lay fo heavy on his heart, and entreated his 
advice how to a6t. 

**'I am glad,** anfwerpd the General, 
^* to learn the caufc of Mrs. Somerive's 

concern. 
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concern, which was fo evident at dinner^ 
as well as that of her amiable daughters, 
that I was afraid fome very difagreeablc 
incident had happened in the family.'* 

" And is not/* faid Mr. Somerive, 
** what I have related difagreeablc 
** enough?** ' 

** No, upon my honour ! I fee nothing 
in it but what is rather a matter of exulta* 
tion. Your fon is one of the fined and mod 
fpiritcd young men I ever faw. If he wai 
a fon of my own, 1 (hould rejoice that he 
bad aded fo properly, and be very proud 
of him.** 

^^ Butyou would not riik his life,.furcly?**^ 
faid Mr. Somerive. 

V Why, as to that,** replied the General, 
•* in thefe cafes there is fome little rifle, to 
be fure ; but I (hould never check a lad of 
fpirit. 1 know Belgrave/' added he, fmil» 
ing- 

*^ And what is his reputation for cou* 
;iage ?'* enquired Mr. Somerive. 

<* Oh ! he is quite the fine man of the 
. ^ . day,*' 
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day/' anfwercd the General carelefsly.— • 
^' He will fight, if he muft — ^but 1 believe 
is quite as willing to let it alone/* 

" It will break my wife's heart,*' faid 
Mr. Somerive dejededly, and amazed at 
the different light in which two people, 
from their different modes of Iife> coniider 
the fame objeft j ^' it will certainly break 
my wife's heart, if any evnl befalls Orlan* 
do." 

General Tracy now faw that an oppor* 

-tunity offered. by which he might confer aft 

obligation on the family, which muft fc^ 

cure their endlefs gratitude, and he refplv^ 

cd to embrace it. 

** If it makes you all fo uneafy," replied 
he, after a moment's paufe, " and dtpe^ 
cially if her fears ma^e Mrs. Somerive fo 
very wretched, fuppofe.we try what can^ be 
done to put an end to the affair without a 
meeting. Idare fay Belgrave will eafily be 
induced, on theflrghteft apology, to drop 
the affair, entirely.'* 
<< But even the flighteft apology Orlando 
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will not be perfaaded to make/* faid Mr. 
Somerivef; 

, «' He is right/' aafwcrcd the General ; 
*' and I honour him for his refolution. It 
is a thoufand pities," continued he, again 
paufing, " that fuch a glorioufly fpirited 
young fellow (hould wafte his life in (cclu- 
fion, waiting on the caprices of an old wo- 
man— -What do you intend to do with 
lum ?'\ . 

*» That," faid Somerive, " is what 1 have 
long been in doubt about. 1 had thoughts 
pnce of putting him into trade \ but to that 
projeft Mrs. Rayland^s objedions, and Or- 
kndo's little inclination to follow it, put an 
end." 

: ** I am glad they did ; for it would have 
been a (ad facrifice, I think, to have fet fo 
fine a young man down to a compting- 
houfe dcfk for the reft of his life/* 
, *^ And at other times," re-aflumed Mr* 
Somerive, " I have thought of the church, 
^rs.- Ray land has very confiderable patron* 
<*gci but though I have, hinted very fre* 

qucntljr 
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qiiently to her my wi(hes on this fubjeft, 
flie never would underftand me, to give me 
any affurance that (he U^ould fecure him a 
living ; or made any offer of affiftance to 
fupport him at the univerfity, which (he 
knows that it is quite impofGble for me, 
circuniftanced as I am at prefent, to do.** 

*• She was in the right of it," cried the 
General. *« The old lady has more faga- 
city than I fufpefted, and knows that it 
would be abfolutely a fin to make him a 
parfon, and bury all that fenfe and fpjrit in ' 
a country vicarage. Why, my good friend, ' 
do you not put your fon into the army ?— 
that feems to be the profeffion for which 
nature has defigncd him.'* 

** Becaufe,'* anfvvered Somerive, '* t] 
have, in the firft place, no money to buy 
him a commiflion ; and, if I had, th^re are 
two great objedions to it: — it would half 
kill his mother, and take him out of the 
way of Mrs. Rayland, which appears to be 
very impolitic.** 

** What if acommiffion were found for 

him/* 
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him,'* faid General Tracy, ^* do you think 
the other objedions ought to weigh much ? 
Confider of it, my good friend ; and if you 
think fuch a plan would be eligible, and 
the young man himfelf likes it, perhaps it 
may be in my power to be of fome ufe to 
you/' 

Mr. Somcrive warmly exprefled his gra- 
titude for the intereft that his friend feemed 
to take in the welfare of his Orlando i and 
then, after a (hort filence, faid: ^^ 5utj my 
dear General, we forget, while wc are plfux- 
ning fchemcs for the future life of Orlaudp^ 
it may be terminated to-morrow." 

'' Well,*' replied he, '' fince I fee you 
cannot conquer your alarm about this mat« 
ter, and as I am dill more concerned for 
lylrs. Somcrive, I will gp over early in the 
morning to Belgrave, who has wifely ap- 
pointed the meeting at twelve o'clock, and 
fpmehow or other we will get it fettled.—* 
If-ffayto the doughty baronet, that his 
honour will fuffer nothing by dropping it, 
1 am pretty well affured that he will be 

content 
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content to let it go no farther. Make youi> 
felf eafy therefore, and go tell your wife that 
I will take care of her lie tie boy^ while I pay 
my r^fpeds to the young ladies whom 1 fee 
walking in the garden.'' 

Somerive, whofe heart was agonized by. 
the diftrcfs of his wife, haftened to relieve 
her ; and the General went oflF at a quick 
march to overtake the three MifsSomerives^ 
to whom he related fome part of the con* 
verfation that had pafled between him and 
their father, and the taik hC; had under* 
takeo of fettling the ai^f^if with Sir )obsk 
Belgrave. 

The fenfiblc hearts of thefe charming 
girls were filled with the livel^ftremotioAa 
towards the General, whp^ if he could favc 
their brother from dangeir, which their timi- 
dity had dreadfully magnified, they believ- 
ed would be entitled to their everlafting 
gratitude. The brilliant eyes of Ifabella 
fparkled with pleafure, while the fofter blue 
eyes of Selina were turned towards him 
filled with tears of pleafure; and little 

£mnub 
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Emma longed to embrace himi as (he ufed 
to do her father when he had granted any 
of her infantine requefts. While every one 
alternately expreffed her thanks, Tracy 
whifpered to Ifabella, by whofe fide he was 
walking: ** To give the flightcft pleafure to 
my lovely Ifabella, I would do infinitely 
more ; atid, rather than (he (hould be alarm- 
ed, take myfelf the chance of Sir John Bel- 
grave's, fire/' 

Ifabella, too ignorant of the wkys of the 
world to be either offended or al'arhied by 
itich a fpeech, aild naturally pleafed'by flat-* 
tcry and admiration, fmiled on the cna-* 
moured General in a manner fo fefcinating 
as overpaid him for all the trouble he had* 
taken or prbpofed to take : and while he* 
meditated againft'his old friend the greatellf 
injury he could commit^ he reconciled him-^ 
felf to it, by determining to do fuch fervices 
to the other part of the family, as would 
more than compenfate for the inroads he 
might make on its peace by carrying off 
Ukbella ; for to carry her off he was refolv- 

cdt 
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cd, if his art could effeft it. Hi$ eagernefs, 
however, to ferve Orlando, had another 
motive than this of retribution. He forefaw 
that fo fpirited a young man might prevent, 
,or, not being able to do that, would very 
ferioufly refent his defigns upon a fiftcr : 
the charadter of the elder brother, of which 
.he had by this time formed a pretty clear 
idea, left him little to apprehend from him ; 
but the fiery and impetuous Orlando would, 
he thought, be much better out of the 
.way. 

. ^ His converfation with the Mifs Some- 
rives now took a gayer turn ; and fo hap- 
py did he feel himfelf with three fuch 
nymphs around him, thai he regretted the 
fummons which called them in to attend 
the tea-table. 

Mrs. Somerive, who had now been long 
in conference with her hulband, and after- 
wards with Orlando, appeared much more 
cheerful than at dinner, and furveyed the 
. General with thofe looks of complacency 
which exprefled how much (he was obliged 

to 
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to liim for the interference he had pro- 
mifed. The evening pafled off pleafantly. 
Orlando (laid to fupper ; but then told his 
father, that he had fome bufineft to do 
for Mrs. Rayland early the next day 
(which was true), and therefore he would 
return to the Hall that evening, Mr* 
Somerive, who ftill felt a dread which he 
'could not conquer, entreated him to give 
his word of honour, that he would not 
throw himfelf in the way of Sir John Bel- 
grave till the hour of that gentleman's ap* 
pointment. This Orlando (who was igno- 
rant of the plans in agitation ' to prevent 
that appointment from taking place at all) 
thought himfelf obliged to comply with : 
on which condition his father, though 
Teluftantly, fuffered him at midnight to 
mount his horfe and return to Rayland 
Hall, where he had defired Betty to fit up 
for him; fearful of entering through the 
chapel, left his doing fo (hould lead to 
thofe fufpicions he was fo defirous of avoid- 
ing« As foon as he left his father's door, 

. he 
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he put his horfc into a gallop, impatient 
to be with Monimia; and as he crofled 
the park, he faw a light in her turret, and 
pleafed himfelf with the idea of her fondly 
expt&ing his arrival. 



CHAP^ 
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ORLANDO, on his entering the fer- 
vants' hall, found Betty waiting for 
him as (he had promifed. " Lord> Sir,'* 
cried fhe as foon as he appeared, *< 1 thoft 
as you'd never come ! Why it's almoft half 
pad one o'clock, and I be frighted out of 
my feven fenfes fitting up fo all alone/* 
** I beg your pardon, dear Betty !" replied 
he ; *' but I could not get away fooner. Til 
never detain you fo long again ; and now 
fufFer me to make you what amends I can, 
by defiring your acceptam:e of this/* He 
prefented her with a crown, which (he 
looked at a moment, and then, archly leer- 
ing at him, faid, *' Humph ! if you give 
folks a crown for fitting up for you in the 
kitchen, I fuppofe they as bides with you 
in your ftudy have double price." 

** Come, 
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^^ Come, come, Betty/* faid Orlando, 
impatient to cfcape from her troiibhfomc 
enquiries, ** let me hear no more of fuch 
nonfenfe. I have nobody ever in my ftudy, 
as you know very well. It is very late— 
1 wifli you a good night." 

He then, without attending to her far- 
ther, as (he fcemcd ftill difpofed to talk, 
took bis candle and went to his own apart- 
ment 5 where after waiting about a quarter * 
of an hour, till he thought her retired and 
the whole houfe quiet, he took his way to 
the turret. 

Monimia had long expected him, and 
now received him with joy chaftifed by the 
fear which (he felt on enquiring into the 
events of the day. Orlando related to her 
all that he thought would give her plea- 
fure, and endeavoured that (he (hould un* 
derftand the affair of the next day fettled, 
for he would not violate truth by pofitively 
afferting it ; and Monimia, apprehenfive 
of tea(ing him by her enquiries, ftifled as 
tnuch as (he could the pain (he endured 
from this uncertainty. This (he found it 
Vol. II. C better 
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better to do, as (he obferved Orlando to be 
reftlefs and diflatisfied : he complained of 
the mifery he underwent in his frequent 
abfences, and of the unworthy excufcs he 
was compelled to make. He expreffed 
impatiently the long unhappinefs he had 
in profpeft, if he could never fee her but 
thus clandeftinely, and rilking every mo- 
ment her fame and her peace* Monimia, 
however, foothed him, by bidding him re* 
member how lately it was that they both 
thought themfelves too happy to meet upon, 
any terms ; and would very fain have in- 
fpired him with hopes that they might foon 
look forward to fairer profpecfls, hopes 
which he had often tried to give her. But, 
alas ! (he could not communicate what (he 
did not feel ; and whichever way they 
■caft their eyes, all was defpair as to their 
ever being united with the confent of thofe 
friends on whom they were totally depcn* 
dent* 

Orlando, moft felicitous for the peace of 
Monimia, had never been betrayed before 
into thefc murraurings ia her prefencc; 

forgetting 
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jfbrgctting the threatening afpeft of the 
future, while he enjoyed the happinefs 
that was prefent. But all that had paiTed 
during the day, had affifted in making hitn 
difcontented^ His mother's tears and dif- 
trefs, the tender fears of his fifters, and the 
lej& evident, but more heavy anxiety which 
he faw opprefled his father, all.contributed 
CO convince him that, in being of fo much 
confequence to his family, he lofl: the piri* 
vilege of pieafing himfelf ; that his duty 
and his inclination mud be for ever at va- 
riance ; and that, if he could refign the 
hopes of being fettled in affluence by Mrs. 
Rayland, he ftill could not marry Monimia 
without making his family unhappy — unlefs 
indeed he had the means of providing for 
her, of which at prefent there appeared not 
the leaft probability. Mrs. Rayland feera- 
cd likely to live for many years ; or, if (he 
died, it was very uncertain whether flic 
would give him more than a trifling legacy. 
When he refleded on his fituation, he be-' 
came afliamed of thus fpending his life, 
of wafting, the bed of bis days iix the hope 
C 2 of 
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of that which might never happen ; white 
MoDiaiia, almoft a prifoqcr i^ her little 
apartment, pafled the day in fcrvitude^ fnd 
divided the night between qncafy expefta- 
tion, hazardous conference, and fruitle6 
tears. 

It Mras thefe thoughts that gave to Qrla^i- 
do that m of impatience aud an^i^ty^ >^'Jiich 
even in xthejprefence of. Moninii^ he could 
jnot fo far conquer but that (lie bbfervcd it> 
before he broke through the reftraint 
he had hitherto impofed on himfelf, and 
indulged tbofe fe^rs which he had fii often 
entreated her to check. 

Ai; length, however, the hope (he affcd- 
cd to feel, the charm of . finding himfelf (b 
fondly belove![j, and that his Monimia was 
j)fepar?|i to.:meet any deftiny with him,rc- 
ftored him to that temper which he was in 
when he propofed to brave the difcovery 
of their attachment. With difficulty (he 
perfuadcd him to leave her about three 
:P'cJock« He glided foftly down flairs ; and 
fwhen-he. came out of th€ lower room of 
the turret, he found the night fo very dark 

that 
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that he could not fee hU hand. He knew 
the way, howcVfcr,'fo weJI, that he walked 
flowly but feaHcfily oh, and had nearly 
reached fhV chapel-door when he foiind 
his feet (bddcnly entangled ; and before 
he could either difengage himfelf or difco- 
ver'what it was t^at thiis impeded his way, 
fortiebody ran agjtinft hirti> whom hefeized, 
and ibudiy demanded to know who it 
was. 

«* And who are you ?'* replied a deep 
farly voice ; '* let me go, or it fhall be the 
word day^s w6rk you ever did in your 
life/' 

Orlando, now convinced that he had 
taken the fellow who had fo infolehtly in- 
truded upon him, and fo criielly alarmed 
Monimia, felt himfelf provoked to punifh 
him for his paft infolence, and deter him 
from repeating it : he therefore firmly 
grafped his prifoner, who feemed a very 
ftout fellow, and who ftruggled vio- 
lently for his releafe— fo violently indeed" 
that Orlando, exerting all his ftrength, 
threw him down ; but, in doing fo, the rope 
C 3 which 



go THE OLD MANOR HOUSE. 

which he had at firft trod upon being in 
the way, he fell alfo : ftill however he held 
hisantagoniftfaft, and, kneeling upon him, 
faid refolutely, ** Whoever you arc, I will 
detain you here till day-light, unlefs you 
inftantly tell me your name and bufinefs.** 

" Curfc your ftrcngthi'* replied the fallen 
foe ; " if I was not a little boozy, Td be 
d— d before you fliould have the better 
ofme/' 

*« Who are you ?" again repeated Or- 
lando. 

*^ Why, who the plague (hould I be,'* 
cried the man, ** but Jonas Wilkins ?— Ah I 
Matter Orlando, I knows you too now well 
enough — Come, Sir, Jet a body go : I know 
you'd fcorn to do a poor man no harm." 

*' Jonas Wilkins !" exclaimed Orlando, 
who. knew that to be the name of an out- 
lawed fmuggler, famous for his refolution, 
and the fear$ in which he was held by the 
cuftom-houfe officers — *^ Jonas Wilkins ! 
And pray," enquired Orlando releafing 
him, ** what may have brought you here, 
Mr. Jonas Wilkins ?" 

« Why> 
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« Why, rU tell you/' replied the fellow, 
** for I knows yoii to be a kind-hearted 
gentleman, and won't hurt me. The truth 
of the matter then is — The butler of this. 
here houfe, Mafter Pattenfon, is engaged 
a little matter in our bufinefs ! and whei> 
we gets a cargo, he flows it in Madam's 
cellars, which lays along-fide the houfe, and 
he have the nieans to open that door ther.e 
in the wall, under that there old fig-tree, 
which nobody knows nothing about. So 
here we brings our goods until fuch time as 
wc can carry it fafely up the country, and 
we comes on dark nights to take it away.'^ 

*' And you were here on Monday nightji 
were you not ? and came into my room 
through the chapel ?" 

** Yes, that I did fure enough. Aha ! 
Matter Orlando ! I think we've cotch'd 
one another.'* 

" If that be the cafe,'* replied Orlando, 
*' it would have been well if we had kept 
one another's fecrets. Why did you fpeak 
of having feen one in my room ?'* 

*^ Egod, old Pattenfon was down in the 
C 4 cellax 
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cellar himfelf, for we were helping up fomc 
J^eayy goods that nigbc : I f(Jf>n',t Jcaq^w. 
wh^i; ^ c^vil aU'd me, bnU.Lt^KHightJiVl 
juft give a look into your rooai,,wbere, y<?iii 
^n)ufl i^pow, before you cpn^ed to Jive, /we 
ufed now and ihejn to put a ftw kegs .qr;fo 
upon a pinch — and, d — :n it ! there wa5 yf^ 
with a prefty girU Ah, Maftej; Qrl^udo ! 
who*d think you was fuch 4 fly one ?'.',. *, 

'/ Well, but,*' faid Orlaudo, " wliai 
occa(ioo was there, Jonas, for your telling 
Pattcnfon?" 

** To tcafe the old fon o( a hrrrrrA^^- 
fwered Jonai* Why don't you .know, rb<i€ 
he's after 3etty Richards, and as jealous as 
♦pgifon ? So I. made him believe 'twas ttit^- 
^* You made him believe !" 

*« Aye, for it might be (lie or anqther-r- 
Curfe me if I faw who it was ! for you 
blow'd out the candle, whifk ! in a mi- 



nute-" 



Orlando, heartily glad to hear this, pur- 
fued his enquiry farther. ** Pray," refumed 
be, '* tellme why fome perfon a little while 
after cried out. Now ! now !" 

"Why, 
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^* Why, we thought that all was qufet ; 
and as I and a comrade of mine was wait* 
ing for the goods, we were going to heave 
them up, and that was the Cgnal — but yotr 
were plaguy quick-eared, and began ta 
holla after us ! fo we were forced to let the 
job alone till to-night, and Pattenfon let 
us out through the t*other part of thehoufe. 
WeVe done the bufinefs noWJ and my 
comrades they be aB off with thd goods— * 
Lcfhiy (laid to gather up oar took*, becaufe' 
I be going another way/' 

Orlatklo, now ftndihg himfdfthus imcx- 
pcZlcdfy feKcrred fronithe diffictilty of ac- 
counting for the circurtiftahct of the night 
of alarm, was far from rcfcnting the refift- 
ance his new acquaintance had made, or 
heeding thepaih he felt from fome bryifcs 
which lie haf^V^ceived'in the ftruggle ; but 
being rather pteafed at this rencontre, ancj 
wifhing to know how far the trade of the 
worftiipful Mr. Pattenfon. was like1^ to im- 
pede his future meetings with Monimia, He 
invited Jonas intohis room, and told him he 
could give him, late as it was, a glafs oP<^ihe.* 
C5 Joru» 
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Jonas accepted his invitation, but defir- 
cd he might (lay to coil up his ropes, which 
he depofited in the porch, and then followed 
Orlando, who had taken his hanger from 
the chimney where it ufually hung, and 
put his piftols, which were both loaded, by 
him. Thefe precautions were not meant 
againft his gueft, whom he did not fufped 
of any imtocdiate intention to injure him, 
but toilet him fee that he was prepared 
againft intrufion, from whatever motive it 
might be made, at any other time. 

When the man made his appearance, Or- 
lando, prepared as he was for the fight of a 
ruffian, felt fomeihing like horror. His 
dark countenance, (haded by two immenfe 
black eyebrows, his fhaggy hair, and the 
fierce and wild expreffion of his eyes, gave 
a complete idea of one of Shake(peare's 
well-painted affaffins; while, in contem- 
plating his athletic form, Orlando wonder- 
ed how he had been able a moment to de- 
tajn him. He wore a dirty round frock 
ftained with ochre, which looked like blood, 
and over it One of thofe thick great coats 

which 
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which the vulgar call rafcal- wrappers. . Or- 
lando poured hjin out a tutubler of wine, 
and b^c him fit down. The fellow ol?ey- 
cd, drank off his >yinc ; %nd then,, after 
furveying the room,, faid, turning with a^ 
fly look to Orlando, '^ What, M^fter, flie 
bcn'c here then to-night ?" 

*• Pooh, pooh 1" cried Orlando, '' let's 
forget that, good Jonas J. — your eyes deceiv- 
ed you, there was nobody here : and I af-? 
fore y.ou it was well you difappeared as yo.u 
did, or you would have paid for your peep- 
ing,'* flicwing one of his piftols.. 

«« Aye, aye,*' anfwered Jonas, <* you've 

got a pair of bull-dogs, 1 fee ! and I,"' 

added he, pulling a pocket piftol from un- , 
der his frock, <* I've a terrier or two about 
me ; and 'twas ten to one, Mr. Orlando, if. 
1 had not a given a pretty good guefs who it 
was,, that I had not taken you for an officer, 
and treated you with more fugar- plums than 
would have fat eafy upon yourftomach.*'' 

«« We are good friends now, however,'* 

faid Orlando; ** fo drink, Jonas, to our" 

better acquaintance*" 

C6 He 
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He then gave him another . full 

tumbler of wine« and began to jqiu^ftion 

him on bis exploits. He founds him one 

of thoiie daring and defperate meiiy wboj 

knowing they arc to exped no mcrcy^ dif- 

claim all hope^ and refolutely prey upon 

the fociety which has (haken them off. He 

had been drinking be£cHreOrlandame€ him; 

and now tiie wine with which Orlando pUed 

him, and the voice dF kindnefs with which 

he fpoke to him^ contributed to open his 

heart. Jonas difdofed to Orlando ali their 

manoeuvres ; aind it was not whbout aflo- 

nifliment that he found both Snelcraft the 

coachman and Pattenfon fo deeply engaged 

. among the fmugglers, and deriving very 

confiderable fums from the (belter they 

afforded them, and the participation of 

their illicit gains. Orlando found> that 

during the whole winter, in weather when 

lio other veffeU kept the fea, thefe ^dren- 

tdrous men purfued their voyages, and 

carried iheir cargoes throug]^ the country 

in weathi^r. when i *' one's enemy's dog"* 

would hardly be turned from -the door. 

Orlando 



' 'OrbUkd(>; after fidmeiMtirid^liM^ the 
means ^f^fc&fiag ^^ iAi«$iYu|ftion>^^i4lich 
this «orhl^Mibrpkboiig'thr^r?ahtsnini^K 
boufeieecned'ta d^Teateny toldahciaJa/'as 
if in confidence^ chat ttader the reftraiint ^be 
was in, in Mrs* RaylindV faoufe^ hefome- 
ijtmes-foand it convenient to go out afi:er 
the'&mtiy^ Were' li^ bed^ to meet at a neigh- 
'Wiri(zig :tbtv^: fome £riends whom Mrs. 
Rajland diiliked he (hould fee i and there- 
kkci faid he^ '< I wi(b^ Jonas, that, as I 
ihontd not wifiica. interrupt you^ you 
would girc me fbnae (ignal on ihofe nights 
when you are at wcH'k in the cellar^ 

This the fmpggler readily promifed^ and 
they agreed-upon the fign which fliould fig- 
nify-the importation or exportation of the 
merchandife of Mr. Pattenfon from the^ 
icellars of his miftrefs; 

Orhndo, poffeffing this fecret, flattered 
himfelf that his very extraordinary ac« 
quaintance would keep his word> and that 
the conununication between the ftudy and 
ihe apartment of Monimia might once . 
more be open^ without making her liable 

to 
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to thofe terrors from which (he had fuffered 
fo much. 

" The man, whom Orlando continued 
to behold with a mixture of horror and pity, 
was now nearly overcome with the wine he 
had drank, and began to tell long profing 
(lories of his efcapes and his exploits, in 
which he related inilances of dauntlefs cou« 
rage, tarnilhed however by brutiQi ferocity^ 
At length Orlando reminded him that day 
was foon approaching, and faw him out of 
the chapel-door, repeating his aflurances 
that nothing of what he had himfelf that 
night difcovered ihould tranfpire, Orlanda 
then fattened the chapel and the other 
doors, and betook himfelf to his repofe— 
thinking lefs about the meeting that was to* 
take place, as he believed, on the morrow,, 
than on the recent difcovery he had made^, 
which nearly quieted his terrors in regard 
to Moniniia^s having been feen ;. and he 
impatiently longed for an opportunity to 
communicate to her the fatisfadtion which: 
he hoped fhe would derive from this af- 
furance.. 

The 
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The late hour at which he had gone to 
bed, and the fatigue of mind he had expe- 
rienced the preceding day, occafiofted it to 
be . latec than ufual when Orlando awoke* 
He ftartcd up ; and recoliedting that he had 
fome wrUjng to finifh for Mrs* Rayland(;i 
and that he was to meet Sir John Belgravc 
at twelve o'clock, he haftened to drcfs him- 
felf, and had hardly done fo before he rc^ 
ceived a fummons to attend bis father, who 
waited for' him as ufual in the fkble-yard. 

He found Mr. Somerive again on horfe^ 

back, and eafily underftoed that his pur* 

pofe was to keep him from his appoint* 

ment, to which however he was pofitively 

determined to go. While his father, in a 

peculiar ftrain of dejedion and concern,, 

was yet talking to him as he leaned on the 

horfe, Mrs. Lennard faw them from one 

of the windows ; and having acquainted 

her lady, (he,, contrary to her ufual referv- 

cd treatment of Mr. Somerive, fent down 

a very civil meflage requefting his com- 

pany with Orlando to breakfaft. , 

This invitation^ fo flattering bccaufe fo 

-unufual 
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unufual, was of courfc accepted. Somerive 
knew that Mrs. Rayland was acquainted 
with the affair which bung over him with 
an afpedt fo threatening, and hoped that fiic 
would unite with him in perfuading Orlan- 
do to thofe conceffions which might yet 
afford the means of evading it/ if the Ge- 
neral's tnterpofitron (hould far! : inftead of 
which y he found her elated with the idea of 
' puniihing the audacity of Sir john^ fearlefs 
of any danger which in the attempt might 
happen to Orlando, and piquing hferfcif 
on the fuppofition that in him had Y^v^iVfed 
a fpark of that martiat and dauntleft Tpirir 
which (he had been taught to believe cha* 
rafterifed the men of her family. She 
feemed furprifed, and fomewhat offended, 
at the alarm Mr. Somerive exprefled ; and 
hinted, in no very equivocal ternis, that this 
timidity was the effcd of that mixture of 
plebeian blood, from the alloy of which 
only Orlando, of all the family, feemed 
exempt j while Mr. Somerive, in his turn, 
beheld, with a degree of horror and dif- 
guft, a woman who> to gratify her pride or 

revenge 



revengp.her quarrel, onfo trjiSling a (libjed, 
^^firea^y^ to .prqn^pte. perhaps the death 
qf^ouae^ wlw*ii^.^iCbft k^d 4ppc*cd to feel 

^yV^kh .views and opinions fo different, 
tbf if fonjj^^reqce was not likely to be either 
Y€;^ l^jOg pr yery;faM6ia(3:ory. Mr. Somer 
^¥^f)(i9!^Yft» t\m when Mr3. Sv^Jaod had 
CK^S.^$fl;Ut);an ppidioni4t1gum4iK againft 
ip4)(!cA4?<dj bq^never conviAO^ her; and 
tba^.ia pi^poFtion as her reafoning was fee* 
fa^4^^ refplutjon wm fkm^, Thus bafl3ied 
ill J^s., hop^a o£>er, j^^^nal intcrpofition^ 
and. fc^igg t^ ;QfJfo4ft:wa|i: bent ypon 
kcfcping hi^: appointment^ of which the 
hoi^ was ijipw at hand, Mr. Somerive.fat 
awhile iilent, njLor^ified and wretched— 
hppfng, yet fcaring^.for the fyccefs ofthe 
General's iftterpofitionj^ and confidering 
what he ftxould do if it failed. 

, He bad juft detfrtpinedtp obt^n a'war* 
rant; immediately, and^to put both parties 
under arreft, when». a fervant brought to 
him the folIowi;3g Ict;^ : : 

MY 
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•' MY DEAR SIR, 

*^ I AM now with Sir John Belgrave; 
and as I know the very natural and tender 
folicitudc which you and your amiable fa« 
mily are under, I lofe not a moment in 
doing myfelf. the pleafure to aflure you^ 
that Sir John confents to give the matter 
up, and that without any conceflions from 
your fon that may be derogatory to his 
honour. If Sir John allows me to fay- that 
he is forry for what has pafled> it can fufely 
not be too much for Mr. Orlando to make 
to him the fame conccffion. I have great 
fatisfadtion in communicating to you the 
fuccefs of my fincere endeavours to be 
ferviceable, and have the honour to be, 
*' My dear Sir, 
" Your mod devoted fervant, 
** Charles-Ferdinand Tracy.'^^ 

Mr. Somerive read this billet with a 
beating heart, apprehenfive that the inter- 
pofition of Mrs. Rayland would prevent 
Orlando from making even the flight apo- 
logy which General Tracy diftated ; and 

feeing 
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feeing him reftlefs, and meditating how to 
efcape, he haftily bade Mrs. Rayland good 
morning; and ordering, in a more pe- 
remptory voice than he generally aflumed, 
Orlando to follow him, he left the room ; 
and, as foon as he was alone with his fon^ 
put into his hands the letter he had receiv- 
ed, at the fame time telling him that he 
mud be pbeyed in the command he laid 
vpoji him, to make immediately the con-r 
ceflion required. 

Orlando, convinced that he ought to do 
fo, 'after the appeal he had himfelf confent- 
cd to make to the General, afTured his fa- 
ther of his obedience. They found, on 
enquiry, \^t General Tracy's fervant had 
been fent firft to Weft Wolverton ; from 
whence Mrs. Somerive had, in the moft 
terrifying fiate of fufpenfe, haftened him to 
Rayland Hall, where he now waited. Or- 
lando therefore attended his father into his 
own room ; where being furniftied with 
pen and ink, Mr. Somerive wrote to the 
General in thofe terms that appeared requi- 
fite, and to which Orlando did not objed* 

The 
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The letter was then inftantly difpatchcd by 
the fervaat : and thus ended an affair which 
had fo much difturbed the peace of the 
Somerive family, and threatened confe- 
quences ftill more painful. Somerive now 
ordered his fon to return to Mrs. Rayland, 
fhew her the Generars letter, and inform 
her that the bufmefs was ertded ai^ m\ic{).|D 
his honour, as* her higheft notions of whit 
was due to a dcfcendant of Sir Hilderbrahii 
(whofe Blood was lefs alloyeid than that of 
the reft of his family) could exlalft.' Some- 
rive faid this with fome degree of afpefity; 
for, though ' ^leafed with the pahj^iiy 6^ 
Mrs. Rayiatid for Orlando he coujtd not 
but feel the contempt ftii? eiprfe'ffdd to\(^ttds 
himfclf. He told Orlando' H^ ex^dtci 
Mm to dinhcfr. And then returned home; 
his mind relieVedfrom an intolerable loai!, 
and his heart fwcllitig with gratitude to^ 
wards his excellent friend General Tracy. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 



*^,Y|15iY one. of the party who met at 
idis^ntr^ ^t Mr. Sooierive's, were 
rea47 to worQifp the General, except Or- 
lando, who dill felt himfelf difiacisSed^ 
and much difpofed to enquire hj what con- 
verXation an accommodation had been fo 
cafily^ brought about. This enquiry^ how-^ 
cypr^he, at his father's requeft, i^rbore tot 
make, and-ijie General was perfeftly (atifrf 
6?d with the grati^ucje expreffcd by the reft 
of the family ; and in.thc diftant, but police 
bcliaviour of Or Jandp, faw, what confirmed 
him in his original idea, that it would be 
much better if he was out of the way.— 
The charms of Ifabella had now fuch an af- 
cendency in the Generars imagination, that 
he determined nothing (h^uld impede his 
deligns j and he believed that the flraitened 

circutttftarict'^ 
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circumftances of Somerive, of which he 
was no longer ignorant, would give him 
the means of obtaining his daughter. 

Somerlve had indeed communicated to 
him, as a friend, the uneafy fituation of 
his affairs, and deplored the condudt of his 
eldeft fon. At their next conference there- 
fore alone,Tracy contrived, without forcing 
the converfation, to bring it round to that 
ppint ; and when Somerive fpoke of the 
diftrefs which arofe from the mifcondud 
of his fon Philip, the General took occa- 
fion to fay, *^ It is indeed, my friend, a 
circumftance extremely to be lamented-— 
and, in my opinion, renders the fituation 
of your youngeft fon much more critical. 
—I heartily wifli he was in fome profef- 
jGon. Have you confidered what I faid to 
you about the army ? — I believe I could 
be of very material fervice to you in that 
line.*' 

«^ Dear General,** exclaimed SomeriVe, 
*« how much I feel myfelf indebted to you I 
Yes, I certainly have thought of it ; and 
the refult of my reflexions is, that if his 

mother 
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mother confented, if Mrs. Rayland did 
not objeft " 

** My good friend," interrupted the Ge- 
neral, " can a nian of your underftanding, 
when the well-doing of fuch a fon is in 
.queftion, think that thefe ifs (hould have 
any weight ?— Mrs. Somerive, all tender as 
(he is, has too much fenfe to indulge her 
fondnefs at the expence of her fon's efta- 
biifhment; and as to Mrs, Rayland — I have 
not indeed the honour to know her — but 
the only queftion feems to be, will (he, or 
will (he not, provide for Orlando ? — -$^fhe 
will, why will (he not (ay fo ? — If (lie will 
not,, are not you doing your fon an irre- 
parable injury, in fuffering him to wafte in 
firuitlefs expedation the beft of his days ?" 

** It is very difficult," replied Mr. Some- 
rive, after mufing a moment, ** very dif- 
ficult to know how to aft : Mrs. Rayland 
has a temper fo peculiar, that if (he is once 
offended, it is for ever. Perhaps, however, 
(ince I fee (he piques herfelf on the mili- 
tary honours of her family, perhaps (he 
may not l>e difpleafed at Orlando'^ entering 
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on the profeffion of arms. She fccmed 
much more eager to promote than to check 
liis ardour in this affair with Sir John Bel- 
grave : and as the Briti(h nation is now 
engaged in a quarrel with plboplc whom (he 
confiders as the defendants of the Regicides^ 
againft whom her anceilors drew their 
fwords, it is nol, I think, very unlikely that 
(he might approve of her young favourite's 
making his firft eflay in arms againft 
thofe whom (he terms the Rebels of Ame« 



rica.'' 



<* As to that/* anfwered the General 
coldly, *^ it may be very well, in darting 
the idea, to give her that notion; but in 
faft this campaign will end the unworthy 
conteft.— Of this I have the moft pofitivc 
aflurances from my military friends on the 
fpot, as well as the firmeft reliance on the 
meafurcs adopted by minifters ; and I am 
convinced that thofe wretched, ragged fcU 
lows, without difcipline, money, clothes, 
or arms, will be unable longer to ftruggle 
for their chimerical liberty. Probably they 
are by this time cruftied ; and therefore as 
z no 
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no more troops will be fent out, your 
fon will not, if you adopt this plan, be fe- 
parated from hiS family^ and may ftill oc- 
cafionally vifit this capricious old gentlewo- 
man, who, unlefs (he differs much from the 
reft of her fcx, of all ages and delcriptions, 
will not like a handfome ycang fellow the 
Icfs'for having a cockade in his hat,** 

"Ah, General !*' returned Somerive 
fmilimg, ** I fancy your own experience 
among the women well juftifics that re- 
mark. Since you really are fo fure that 
Orlando wotild ' not be fent abroad, which 
will make a great difference certainly in 
his mother*s feelings on this point, and 
perhaps in ihofe of Mrs. Rayland, I will 
take an immediate opportunity of fpeaking 
of it to rhy wife, and we will confider of 
the fafeft method of taking Mrs. Rayland's 
opinion upon it. As to Orlando himfelf, 
there can be little doubt of his concur- 
rence ; — at Icaft I hope not. And there are 
other reafons, my friend, befides thofe that 
I have named to you, why his prefent 
iituation is utterly improper, .and why it 

Vol. IL D ktTv\^ 
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feems to me that he cannot too foon be 
removed from it." 

Mr. Somerive, in fpeaking thus, was 
thinking of Monimia, who, ever lince he 
had firft heard her defcribed, had occurred 
to him continually. The neceflity there 
was for attending immediately to the affair 
of the threatened duel, had hitherto pre- 
vented his fpeaking of her to Orlando, in 
that ferious manner which he thought the 
affair merited ; but he had repeatedly 
touched on it ; and finding Orlando fhrink 
from the inveftigation, he laid in wait for 
an occafion to probe him more deeply— an 
occafion which> perceiving his father fought 
it, Orlando as folicitoufly endeavoured to 
avoid giving him, by contriving' to be 
always bufied in attending on his (ifters or 
his mother ; but while he thus got out of 
the way of his father, he was very much 
in that of the General, who could hardly 
ever get an' opportunity of whifpering to 
Ifabella thofe fentiments which daily ac- 
quired new force. For, the week fpllowing 
that when the affair with Sir John Belgrave 

was 
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wa:> fettled, Orlando could find no excufe 
for returning to Rayland Hall of a night : 
he was therefore reduced to the neccflSty of 
going thither after his own family were in 
bed ;.andasthe w^y through the cfiapel 
was not open to him, he could otiljr fee 
Monimia in her own room, and their meet- 
idgs were therefore very (hort, and fo ha* 
aardous, that the impatience and difcon- 
tent of Orlatido <iould no longer be re- 
prcflcd or concealed. 

The greater his attiachment to Monlmia 
became (and every hour it feemed to gather 
ftrength), the more terrible appeared her 
litu!fctionj iand his own^ They were both 
fo young that he thought he mig^c eafily 
t)btain an eftablifliment, and that the noon 
of their lives might pafs infelicity together, 
wete he, inftead of remaining in a ftate of 
unctTtain dependence, to be allowed to go 
forth itito the world. Sanguine and ronlafitie 
in the extreme, and feeling within himfelf 
talents which he was denied the power of 
eitercifing, his mind expatiated on vifionafjT 
profpefts, whicfh he believed might edlily 
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be realized. When to provide for palling 
his life with Monimia was in queftion, every 
thing feemed poflible ; and as he heard much 
of the rapid fortunes made in India^ and 
had never confidered, or perhaps heard of 
the means by which they were acquired, he 
fancied that an appointment there would 
put him in the high road to happinefs ; 
and various were the projcds of this and 
of many other kinds^ on which his thoughts 
continually dwelt. 

General Tracy, who had long read man- 
kind, eafily penetrated into the mind .of 
a man fo new to the world as Orlando ; 
and though he faw that his young friend 
did not greatly efteem him, he was not by 
that obfervation deterred from conciliating 
as much as poffible his good opinion, till 
at length Orlando communicated his dif- 
content at being at his time of life fo inac- 
tive and ufelefs -, and the General, having 
brought him to that confeflion^ darted the 
fcheme he had before propofed only to his 
father, of procuring him a commiflion, and 
lending him all the intereft which he was 

known 
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known to poflfefs, to promote his fortune in 
the army. 

A propofal fo friendly, and fo miich ad- 
apted to the warm and ardent temper of Or* 
Undo, was acknowledged with gratitude, 
and without fartherConfiderarion embraced^ 
on condition that his Family did not oppofe 
it. The General told him, that it was in 
confequence of his father's apparent incli- 
nations that he had' at firft thought of it ; 
that his mother had certainly too much 
fcnfc to rejeft fuch art advantageous offer 
for him ; ** efpecially,*' added he, ^' as from 
the prefent ftate of the war, there is not the 
teaft likelihood of your being fent abroad. 
— You know beft, however^ thy dear Sir/' 
continued the General, with fomething on 
his countenance between a fmile and a 
fneer— " you know beft how far your cam- 
paigns againft the game on theRayland ma- 
nors may anfwer better than the ferviecs of 
a foldier, or whether the old lady's hands" 
can beftow a more fruitful prize than tiie 
barren laurels you may gather in bearing' 
arms for your country." 

D 3 T\i^\fc 
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There was in this fpeech fomcthing that 
conveyed to Orlando an idea that he was 
defpifcd J and that there was meanncfs in 
his attending on Mrs. Rayland like a Ic- 
gacy hunter — of all charaders the moft dc- 
^icable. The blood that ru(bed into his 
<;heeks^ fpoke the painful feiUations this 
impreffion brought with it. He could not> 
however, exprefs them with propriety to 
a man whofe only purpofe feemed to bc^ 
that of befriending him, by roufing him 
from indolence, and even froi» a fp^ies c^ 
fervitude. The General faw that what: he 
faid had the efFed be wiftxcd; and Or- 
lando left him^ determined to avail bimfelC 
of the opportunity that now offered for ob- 
taining what he believed would bea d^ree 
of independence. He began to confider 
how he might prevail on Mrs. Rayland ta 
aflift, inftead of oppofing this fcheme ; and 
how he might thus obtain a certain portioa 
of liberty, without offending one to whom 
gratitude and intereft contributed to attach 
l^im. A deep and painful figh, raifed by 
the refleClion of the mifery of parting from 
^ Monimia^ 
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Monimia, followed the refolution he adopt- 
ed ; but he recollected that by no other 
means be could remove the cruel obftacles 
between, them, and that refokuion became 
confirmed. 

He had not j'et, however, the courage to 
communicate to her the probability there 
was that they muft foon part. Their fhort 
conferences^ in every one of which they in* 
curfed the hazard of difcovery, paffed, on 
Iter fide, in mournful prefentimerits of future 
forrowy which (be yet endeavoured to con- 
ceal; and on his, in trying, now to confole 
ber^ and now in acknowledging that there 
was but too much caufe for her fears : pro* 
jcds were confidered, however, for their fu- 
ttnre meetings with lefs rifki She told him, 
that during the. time he was fo much ac 
home, her aunt confined her lefs ftridtly 
through the day : that in proportion as 
fhe found herfelf become more neceflary to 
Mrs. Rayland, and more fecure of a great 
provifion after her death, Mrs. Lennard be- 
came more indolent, and more addifted to 
her own gratifications. Betty, who was a 
D 4 H^\^ 
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very great favourite, had little elfc to do 
than to wait upon her; an employment in 
which Monimia herfelf v^as often engaged, 
though (he was now more ufually employ- 
ed about the perfon ot Mrs, Rayland^ who 
found her fo tender and attentive that (he 
began to look upon her with fomc degree 
of complacency. This taik, while it added 
a heavy link to her fetters, fhe yet went 
through, not only with patience, but with 
pleafure ; for (he hoped that by making 
herfelf ufeful to Mrs. Rayland, (he might 
not only have more frequent opportunities 
i^f feeing Orlando during the winter, which 
fhe imagined he would pafs at the Hall, 
but perhaps obtain from her fuch a Ihare- 
of recolledion at her death, as might re- 
move the neceffity of an entire dependence 
on Mrs Leonard; a dependence which 
feme late obfervations had m^e her believe 
as precarious as (lie felt it to be painful. 

In confequence of General Tracy's vifit 
to Sir John Belgrave at the houfe of Mr. 
Stockton, he received from the maRcr of 
" ^« invitation, which he accepted; Mr. 

Stockton 
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Stockton firft waiting upon him at Weft 
Wolvercon — Sir John, and Philip Some- 
rive, with feveral others of the late vilitants 
at the Caftle, were gone into Scotland on a 
fliooting party ; but Mr. Stockton had a 
fucceflion of vifiters.— His magnificent 
ftyle of living, which it was known he 
had a fortune to fupport, attrafte'd not 
only all his London friends by turns to his^ 
houie, but from every parr of the country 
acquaintance poured in upon him; ac- 
quaintance who defired nothing better, in 
the way of entertainment, than his French 
cook and his well-furniQied cellars af- 
forded them; — ^The Clergy were his very* 
conftant guefts ; and he loved to have iwo 
or three of them always about him!,' at 
whom he might lanch thofe Ihafts of wit 
which he had picked . up here and there, 
and which confifted of common-place jakes' 
upon religion; well knowing, that with 
thcfe feledl few (orthodox as they were), tTie 
excellence of the entertainment he gave' 
them fecured their filence and complaifarice. 
The Gencrali who was in manners really 

D 5 2^\Xi^^ 
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a man of faCbion^ was by no means delight- 
ed with the grofs and noify fociety he found 
at Stoekton'^s : but be faw riiac if lie would 
efcape fufpicion^ he mud not make his vifit 
at Somcrive's too long ; and, therefore, was 
glad to be aflurDd that there was an houfe 
in the immediate neighbourhood, where he 
might remain a fortnight or three weeksi 
after prudence didated his- departure from 
that of Mr. Somerivc; whieb he now 
feared muft happen before his hopes witb 
Ifabella were fuccefsfulr, for he fbuiid is 
much more difficult to obtain any degree 
of favour, than hk own vanity* and her gtd?» 
dinefs had at firil led him to fuppofe. 

Ifabella Somerive was not naturally a co<^ 
^uette : but fee had a greater flow of fpirits- 
than any of her family, except her elder 
brother, whom (he greatly relembled inr 
the thoughtlefs vivacity of his dsfpofttiett;. 
from her fex and education, what was- in 
him attended with, dangerous errors, was in 
her ody wild but innocent gaiety, becom^ 
ing enough to youth, health and beauty. Of 
^^l beauty (be had §^ly learned the valine : 

fee 
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(he had heard it praifed at home, and 
found her father and mother were pleafed 
to hear of :ic. Bum during her (hort day in 
London fee had been intoxicated with the 
incenfe that was offered he? ; and, notwith- 
ftanding the good humour inherent in her 
difpofition, flie failed not to enjoy, with 
foflic <iegree of feminine triumph, the pre- 
ference that was given her over her coufinsj^ 
wfabfe admirers feemedall difpofed to de- 
feit them on the firft appearance of thk 
raftic beauty ; and (he felt, coo, the plea- 
fore of retaliation for all the airs of con- 
fiequence which the Mifs Woodfords had 
affumed in their vifits to Weft Wolverton^ 
from their fuperior knowledge of fafliionS^ 
l^ublic places, and great people- But, above 
^Il,.I(abella was delighted by the preference 
given het by a judge fo difcerning as Ge-^ 
lierai Tracy— *wbofe tafte in beauty was for 
«niverfally allowed, that his admiration had 
given eminence to feveral pretty women^. 
who would never otherwife have been no^ 
liced. Far however from thinking of him 
as a lowcj^ likibdU, who was^ v/kh all her 
P 6 _ •vivaic^^ 
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vivacity, as innocent as little Emmaberfelf, 
confidercd him merely as her father's 
friend, and would have applied to him for 
advice, in as much expectation of receiv- 
ing it with difinterefted wifdom, as to her 
father himfelf. The fine fpeeches he took 
every opportunity of making, (he believed 
partly arofe from habit, and were partly 
proofs of his admiration ; which flic 
thought perfeAly harmlefs, though it fomc- 
timesftruck her as ridiculous. And in con- 
verfation with her fillers, and fometiraes 
with her mother, flie laughingly called the 
General— her old beau — her venerable ad- 
mirer, and faid flie wiftied he was thirty 
years younger. Mrs. Somerive fomctimes 
checked her ; but oftener fmiled at the de- 
fcription ftie gave of the General's folemn 
gallantry, and of the trouble flie knew his 
toilet cod him ; " which really,'* cried (he, 
** grieves one's very heart. Poor man ! it 
mull be exceffively fatiguing ; and after all, 
I think he would be a thoufand times more 
agreeable, if he could be perfuaded to ap- 
pear as my father ami other men do, of the 

fame 
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lame age,— Inftead of putting on toupeci 
and curls, which it requires fo rauch art 
and time to make fit fnug and look natural, 
how preferable would a good .comfortable 
wig be to his poor old head ! which I am 
fure muft ache fadly every day, before 
Beaumielle has patched up the gaps that 
time has made! — and, befides, I know he is 
always in fear of fome of this borrowed che- 
vclurc's coming off, and difgracing him; 
I have abfolutely feen him nervous ab®ut 
it." — " Dear Ifabella,'' faid Mrs. Somerive, 
who was prefent at this defcription, '^ how 
you run on ! The General, I dare fay, has 
no falfe hair ; and if he has, how does it 
materially differ from a wig 1'* 

*' Oh mamma !'* replied her daughter, ** I 
believe it differs fp much in the General's 
opinion, that he had rather have his head 
cut off than his hair. A wig ! I have feen 
him (hudder at the idea." 

'« You have feen him !" faid Mrs. Some- 
rive : " pray when ?" 

^* The other day, when he rode out with 
us. There was a terrible high wind, and 

I knew 
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I knw^the ancient beau would be ten times 
more difcompofed by kthaawe were— So, 
as foon as we gpt upon- the downs, I fee off 
with a briik canter diredlly againft it ; and 
the poor dear General, was obliged, you 
know, to follow us/'-— 
- '' Well?'' 

** Well— and fo be buttoned up the cape 
of his great coat round his ears, and fet off 
after us ; but as ill fortaine would have it, 
this cape, I fuppofe, loofened the firings of 
his curls, and the wind blew fo inimcfci- 
fully that he did not hear of their de- 
feftion from his ears; but as he <:ame 
gallopping up to me and Selina, who were 
a good way before him, thefe ill behaved 
curls deferted, and were flying, like twa 
finall birds tied by the leg, half a yard be- 
hind him 5 and if he had been commander 
of a town fuddenly blown up by the ene- 
my, he could not have looked more 
amazed and difmayed, than he did when- 
I called out to him — General ! General F 
your curls are flying away ! — He put 
up his hand ta hi« two ears alternately,^ 

and 
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and finding it too true that tbefe cowardly 
curls had teft their poft, and were retained 
oaly by a bit of Hack twift, Jhe gave then> 
a twiccb> and ibnift them inco his pocket-— 
vhile he faid moftdoloroufly, ^^ Ever fince 
that fever I got laft year by overheating, 
myfelf walking with the King at Windfor,; 
I have loft my hair in fome degree s and 
till it is reftofed I am under the neccffity 
of wearing; riicfe awkward contrivances/^ 
" Dg^r Genera V' faid I> as- if I pitied his 
diftrefe,^ I am affaid you will catch cold 
without them. Had you not better wrap a 
handkerckief about yo^r head ^ i am fur e 
you muft feel a difierencc — ^I am in pain 
for you ! — ^It is, indeed, an awkward con-^ 
trivance; and I (hould think you would 
find more comfortable and certain aecom^ 
modacion in a wig,' - 

" A wig !^' exclaimed he—** a militaiy 
man in a wig !— Kke a turtle-eating citr, 
or a Stock-Exchange broker ! — Impoffi- 
ble ! — No I lovely Ifabelk, yo\a can never- 
fop^fc I ought to make myfelf fuch a 
figure ; and 1 affure you I have^ when not 

hurt 
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hurt by illnefs, a very tolerable head of 
hair." 

" For your time of life. General !'* faid 
I, — ^This completed the poor good man's 
difmay ; and he fet about afiuring me, that 
the military hardftiips he had gone through 
in the younger part of his life, and perhaps 
a little irregularity fince, made him look 
at lead fifteen years older than he was, and 
fo went on making fuch fine fpeeches as he 
thinks becoming in Co youngs man. 

*^ Upon my word, Ifabella,'* remarked 
Mrs. Somerive, " you will offend the Ge- 
neral by all this flippancy ; and your father^ 
I aflure you, would not be at ^11 pleafed if 
you ftiould/* 

^* ^o, indeed, my dear mamma !" an- 
fwered (he, " there is no danger of my of- 
fending him. The rattling fpeeches I make 
to him, and even my turning him into ridi- 
cule when only Selina and I are by, is fo 
far from offending him, that he feems to 
like it. — Does not he, Selina ?" 

" It is not right, however, in my^ opi- 
nionj" faid Selina. 

•i Why 
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** Why not, if you pleafe, my Lady 
Sraveairs ?'* 

" Becaufe 1 do not think a pcrfon^s age,*' 
-cplied Selina, " a proper fubjed of ridi-^ 
:ule." 

" No," anfwered Ifabella — *' not if they 
do not make it fo, by attempting to appear 
young ; but how is it poflible to help 
laughing at a man who fancies that, at fixty, 
he can pafsfor fix-and- twenty?*' 

" If it is the Generars foible," faid Mrs. 
Somerive gravely, ** it feems to be the 
only one ; and it makes him happy, and 
hurts nobody. He is fo worthy a man. 
that it is immaterial whether he is fixty or 
fix-and-twenty ; and if he has the weaknefs 
to prefer being thought the latter, which, 
however, Ifabella you know. is not true, 
he (hould not be rudely reminded that no* 
body elfe thinks fo." 

" Well, if this worthy man will flirt with 
and make love to girls young enough to 
be his grand-daughters, I muft laugh, if it 
be wrong,'* cried Ifabella. 

'' Make 
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^' Make love !*' exclaimed Mrs. Somc- 
live : " What do you mean, child ?'* 

>* Why — only, mamma, that if he were a 
young man, the marvelloufly fine fpeechcs 
he ftudies would feem like love-making 
fpccches. I told him the other day, that 
fince he thought me fo very charming a 
creature, I wiftied he would perfuadc hi» 
aephew to be of the fame opinion, for there 
would be fome fenfe in that/', 

^ His nephew ! — ^Who is his nephew V^ 
enquired her niotherr 

*^ I nerer faw him,'' replied Ifabetla; 
^ but Eliza Woodford has often, and fays 
he is the moft elegant and the handfotneft 
young man about town." 

" Do you meaa," faid Mrs. Somctive, 
^ the fon of bis elder brother. Lord Tay- 
mouth?" 

' " Oh r not at all — he is a miferable 
looking mortal i — No,, this nephew^ as 
Eliza tells me, is the only fon of his filler. 
Lady Something Tracy, who married a 
Mr, Warwick, who, though a gentleman, 

he^ 
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ier family thought was a match fo much be- 
neath her> that they never forgave her ; and 
IS (he and her bu(band both died early, this 
foung man, who wa^ their only child, and 
biad a very fniall fortune^ was brought up 
by the General^ who means to make bint 
bis heir,** 

*^ He is a good creature," (aid Mrs. 
Somerive ; *^ and every thing I hear in-^ 
creafes my efteena for himi.'* 

** You would confent then, my dear 
inamm.a,'' replied I&bella^ <^ to my having 
Capwin Warwick ?** 

. «* Alas !*' anfwcred her modier mourns 
felly, *^ Captain Warwick, my dear girl, y" 
kcir to the fortune (^General Tracy, wilt 
Mverv I fear, ajk my confent. Young wo- 
men without fortune, though their merit 
be indifpu\able, are not likely now to^ mar- 
ry at all ; very unlikely, indeed, ta meet 
with fuch high fortune.*' 

** I don't fee that at all,'^ cried Ifabella. 
" Selina and Emma may determine to die 
old maids if they plcafc ; but, for nry part, 
I'll try, as long as I am young and good 
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looking, for a bufband s and as to thts 
Warwick, I'am bent upon fetting my cap 
at him without mercy, if his uncle would 
but give me an opportunity. That he will 
not do i for though he is fo good to him, 
and gives him fuch an handfome allowance, 
he hardly ever fees him j and has bought 
him a company in another regiment, rather 
' than have him in his own, and fo he is fent 
off to America — and - '* 

" You have no chance then," internipr- 
cd Mrs. Somerivc, " of trying your power, 
Ifabella?'' 

*^ No !'* cried (hej " but it is excellent 
(port to teizc his uncle about him, wha 
always avoids talking of him, juft like a 
coquetti(h Mamma, who hates to hear that 
Mifs is tall and handfome." 

Mrs.. Somerive, again gently reproving 
her daughter for fpeaking tfius of the Ge- 
neral, pi>t an end to the converfation by 
fending, her daughters away to drefs f:)r 
dinner ; while (he meditated alone on what- 
herhufband had that morning faid to her 
on the fubjed of Orlando's entering the 

army. 
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army. He had now, for the firft time, ex- 
plained to her all the rcafons he had for 
wifhing his fon removed from Rayland 
Hall ; and had communicated the principal 
of thefe, his fufpicions of an attachment to 
Monimia. Mrs. Somerive felt all the truth 
of what her hufband urged in favour of this 
plan ; and, particularly uneafy at the in- 
formation he had given her about Monimia, 
flie now tried to reafon herfelf out of thofc 
fears for his perfonal fafcty, which yet led 
her to wi(h he might remain, on whatever 
terms^ near her and his family. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



THE family of Somerive was almoft 
the only one in the country, or at leaft 
within five and twenty miles, who had i>at 
waited on Mn Stockton after his purchaf* 
ing the cftates of Lord Carloraine. For 
this Mr. Somerive had feveral reafoni* 
Though he difdained any mean complian* 
ces with the caprices of Mrs, Rayland, he 
thought it wrong to conneft himfelf with a 
man who, on his firft appenrance in the 
country, had offended her unhandfomely 
enough ; and he knew jt would not only be 
impolitic in regard to her, but to the 
economy of his own family. His fervants, 
plain and laborious, were at prefent content 
with dieir portion of work and of wages ; 
but were they once introduced into fuch a 
fervants hall as that of the Caflle, where 
the fame profufion reigned as was cufto- 

mary 
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mary in the parlour, he knew they would 
immediately become difconiented, and of 
•courfe troublefome and ufelefs. The people 
whom he found were generally aflcmblcd 
at the Caftle, mofl: of them young men, 
celebrated for their diffolutc manners, were 
not fuch as he wilhed to have introduced 
Co his daughters. And thefe caufes co- 
operating to make him wifli to avoid every 
acquaintance with Mr. Stockton, he had 
taken fome pains to prevail on his eldeft 
fon to avoid it alfo ; but Pliilip Somerive, 
who had fome flight knowledge of Stocks- 
ton in London, haftened» in fpite of his' fa- 
ther's remonftrances, to renew and ftrength- 
€n iras foon as he fettled in the neighbour- 
hood, and was very foon more at Stockton's 
than at home. The fimple economy of 
his father's houfe appeared to him a total 
deprivation of all that a gentleman ought 
to enjoy; and when contrafted with the 
voluptuous epjcurifm that reigned in the 
fplendid manfion of his new friend, he had 
not the courage to return to it oftener thaa 

want 
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want of money compelled him to do : and 
he forgot that to thefe temporary gratifica- 
tions he was facrificing the peace of his fa- 
ther, his mother, and his fitters -, and lay- 
ing up for himfelf all the miferies of indi- 
gence, and all the meannefles of depcn^ 
dence. 

It was here he confirmed, by indulgence, 
that paffion for play which hfthad acquired 
at college. The party at Carloraine Caftle 
paflfed whole nights in gaming, where 
young Somerive often loft, but, alas ! fome- 
timcs won ; and'in the triumph of his fuc- 
cefs, the pain and inconvenience of his ill 
fortune was forgotten. He learned fome of 
thoTe modes of afcertaining the matter, 
which he law fo happily praAifed t>y others; 
and, after fome time, became, in fome mea- 
fure, one of the initiated, and had, in con- 
fequence, feldom occafion to apply to his 
father for money — therefore he feldom went 
near him : fometimes whole months there- 
fore pafled, during which his family never 
few him, though they knew that much of 

his 

8 
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time was pafled with Mr. Stockton, 
tn this circumftance contributed to ren- 
odious to Mr. Somerive. 
fter the acquaintance, however, com- 
ccd between Stockton and the Gene- 
Sotnerivc found it very difficult to keep 
"ame diftance ; and Stockton, who had 
?at inclination to fee Somerivc's hand- 
5 daughters, of whom he had heard fo 
h, was fo importunately civil, while 
efal Tracy, on the other hand, pro- 
wl the acquaintance fo warmly, that 
erive and Orlando engaged to dine 

Stockton on one of thofe days when 
ad invited half the county. The latter 
: with extremic reludlance; not only 
ufe what he had heard of the man 
elf, and of the people who furrounded 

gave no favourable idea of the fo- 
' ; but becaufe he thought it wrong to 
.rd offending Mrs. Rayland, in a point 
;h, to purfue, afforded no pleafiire eiiher 
is father or himfelf. Neither of thefe 
>ns for denial, however, could be 
d to the General, who he thought aU 
}L. II. E t^^^^ 
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ready defpifed him for bis afliduity about 
the old lady ; and as his £ither had been 
induced to confent, Orlando could not rc- 
fufe to accompany him. 

The table was furnifhed with all that 

modern luxury has invented, or money 

could purchafe : the greateft variety of ex- 

peniive wines^ and a fuperb de0ert^ fkiiQied 

a repaft, at which were colledled a group 

as various as their entertainment, though 

not fo well chofen. The beginning of the 

dinner was pafled in that fort of talk which 

relates folely to eating : when that exercife 

relaxed, fomething like an attempt at con- 

verfation was made. The laft news from 

America was difcufled : but as thev all 

agreed in one fentiment — that the rebellious 

colonifts ou^ to be extirpated — there was 

no room for argument, and the difcourfe 

foon langurfhed j and then again revived 

on tppics nearer home — game, poachers, 

and turnpikes : the wine had by that time 

circulated enough to give their converfaiion, 

if converfation it might be called, another 

turn. They grew noiCy and offeDiive ; and 

8 Orkndo, 
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Orlando, who was nevcF before femong'fHch 
a fet of people, nor had ever ift his lifo 
heard fuch language, was unable toconCeat 
hJs difguft, though he only fhewed it by 
iilence^ and by pading from him tlve'botdc 
which he faw had fo aflfefted the littfe'lin-' 
derftanding that the majority of -the 'cort*-' 
pany had poffeflcd. 

This was at length perceired by Mr.- 
Sitocktoiv who^ accuftomed to. inddlge^ 
bunfclf in what he faiicied-4brcwdf fayrngs:^! 
and to expeft that tvtfry man not fo rich- 
. as himfelf (hou-ld fubmit to be his butt^: 
began to attack Orlando on the fcorc of &ii 
being, a milfctfop, and iiving always in tht '■ 
lap of like :Qld; lady at thi& HialK-*^To ihSs- 
Qrlaj^do' aufwercd withgDod-litainouri per-^p 
fedlly indifferent what fuch a mail. as Stocfc^l 
ton thought of him ; hut the latter feeing-' 
W well lie bore this* fitft -attack,- ccTnld riot*i 
fdfift the cemptatioii ofpurfuirifg'fii'a^ftw:^ 
'^Whyr, damn it now 1'"^ tried htfj n«c^i<.l 
know very well, Sir RowL'inA^(thWwai^thef'- 
^iame which* Phikp Somerive gafve^tohft* 
brdtbcr- ii\4c»fion)>^ w© knoMr '^ff^^khstta^ 
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you are no more of a faint than your neigh- 
bours ; and that though you are in waiting 
on an old woman all day, you makes your- 
felf amends at night with a young one- 
aye, and a devililh pretty wench (he, is too 
as cv^r I faw. — Egad ! Belgrave was half 
mad about her for a week, and had a mind 
to have ftormed the tower where this dulci- 
nea lives, notwithftanding its being guard- 
ed by the fierce Sir Rowland. — I don't 
know her name, »—^Tell me, Sir Knight, how 
is. your goddefs called ? and by the Lord 
M^cll drink her health in a bumper !'* 
- Mr. Somerive, who faw in the changes of 
Orlando's. expreffive countenance, that his 
aaTwer would inevitably bring on another 
quarrel, aioie hkftily, and, addreffing bim- 
fclfto Mr. Stockton, while he commanded 
Orlando to be filent, he- faid, «* After wliat 
paifed, Mr. Stockton, in regard to Sir John 
BeJg>?iyg'an4 my Ion, this mention of the af» 
fairrcan only be confidei ed as an infult to 
us both. Ifthat beyourpurpofe, fome other 
place than your own houfe Ihould have 
b^^q^oundfor it. We will now quit it, in 

order 
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order to give you an opportunity of purfu- 
ingyourdefign, without adding the breach 
of the laws of hofpitality to thofe of decency 
and good manners/' 

Somerive then taking Orlando by the 
ann^ infiftcd on his going with him; while 
the Genecal, and fome other men in the 
room^ who were yet in pofleiHon of their 
fenfes, got round Stockton, who was very 
drunk, and ceprefented h<iw wrong it was 
to renew tlie converfation on Sir John BeU 
grave ; an affair which had been fettled 
with fo much difficulty, and had threatened 
fuch ferious confequences. The profeffion, 
birthy and riches of General Tracj^ gave 
bim great .authority iii the! opinion of even 
the wealthy and infolent Stockton himfelf ; 
and as he loved his eafc, ev^, beyond the 
indulgence of his purfe-proud arrogance, 
he favv at opce, that, in gratifying the one, 
he had, more than he intended, rilked the 
other. He therefore fertt one of his de*.*. 
pendents to apologize to the two Some* 
rivSs, who had already left the room : Ge- 
-Xieral Tracy too went to.affure them of 
E 3 SxocVxoiiv 
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Stockton's concern for what had paffed ; 
excufed it by alledging his, inebriety, and 
declared that he (hould think both Mr. 
Somerive and his fon wrong to take any 
furthisr notice of the idle words of a- man 
who was himfelf convinced of their impro* 
prifty. *^ We will talk jof rail ahis. at our 
kifure, dear General,.*' replied the elder 
Somerive: " at prefent you mufl: allow mc 
to take Orlando from an houfc, intowbicb 
I am heartily coocerned that cither of: mi 
ever entered." 

" I will go with yoOb, my dfear friend,'* 
Qried the General ; ** bai: firft allow mc tfl 
return to poor Stockton^ who is exisreiaicljj 
conceirned for what his ]iiap{)ened^.afidi|ni 
tf U hini-T-r*'* . : . /• -J 

' ^f Any- thing you pleafe from ybm(ti£^ 
§ir,*' faid Orlando interrupting him j .** but 
nothing from me, unlefs it be " 

** Leave the mcttter to w^, Orlando,** cried 
Somerive fternly. '* You know,. General/* 
axlded he, addreffing himfelf to his friend, 
*^ how. little it can be my wifh to have this 
ndiculous matter go any farther; but as 

I never 
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I never yet bore a premeditated rnfulc my- 
felf, fo I will not afk Orlando to do it, be 
the confequehces what they may." 

*' Good God !" exclaimed the General,. 
** this was no premeditated infult j it was 
merely the folly of a man in*a condition 
which difarms refentmcnt, even from diofc 
of the moft quick feelings." 

*^ He mull tell mefo himfelf, then/' faid- 
Orlando. 

« I will iihdertiake that he fhall/' an- 
fwcred the General ; *' and fo yon leave the* 
houfe fatisfied, I hope ?" 

To this the elder Somerivc anfwcfrcd! 
drily : *r Bleiled are the peacemakers, tny 
godd Gtftettil t" and then, leaving him to 
Murti^ if hi plcafed, to his hew frii^nds, he* 
riiounred his- hdffe, which, with that of Or- 
Iftndo's, his fervants had brought to the 
dooT^ and they proceeded homeward to- 
gctber. 

This was the opportuhity of fpeaking to- 

Oflindo, that his father had been fomc 

days watching for; and the fcene that had 

juft paffed, awakening all his fears about 

E 4 Monimia^ 
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Monimia^ was an addiiional raoiive to him 
not to negled it. 

Orlando, vvhofe heart was burfting widi 
indignation at the infult offered to her 
name, rode filently by his fide, expeding, 
with a mixture of concern and confufion, 
that his father would again prefs him on his 
attachment. He was ftudying, without be- 
ing able to determine, how he Qiould an- 
fwer. He had never been guilty of a falfc- 
hood ; and could he now reconcile himfelf 
to the meannefs of attempting one, he be- 
lieved it would be fruitlefs ; yet, to betray 
the tender, trufting, timid Monimia— to ac- 
knowledge their clandeftine meetinjgs, which' 
his father might not be perfuaded wercin^ 
nocent-r-and to rehder himfelf Hablc |o 
be forbidden ever again to fee her-— how 
was it poffible to determine on Hiking it, 
by an avowal of the truth ? There was not 
much time for this painful debate. Mr. 
Somerive put his horfe into a walk, and 
then faid, in that grave and earneft manner 
which always affcfted his fon — 

*^ You fee, Orlando, all the mifchief to 

which 
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wrhich this boyifli and indifcreet love of 
jTOurs has expofed, not only yourfelf, but 
;he young woman who is, unluckily for her, 
Jieobjeft of it/' 

** Love, Sir !" faid Orlando, not know* 
ing very well what to fay. 

" Nay> Sir,*^ cried Somerive- more fterm- 
Ly, ^* don't affedt ignorance; you have 
been playing the fool with that young girl 
that Lcnnard paffles for her niece. Aniwer 
me honeftly — have you not > 

« No> Sir— never." 

^ Have a care, young man — I can par- 
don the follies of youth, but premeditated 
Falfehood I never wijl forgive.'* 

'^ Be fo. good then, my dear father, ta 
explain, precifely your meaning ;. and whei^ 
I pcrfeftly under ftand the charge, I will 
anfvver it as truly as if I were on oath.** 

** The girl ishandfome?-' (aid Somerive,. 

".Certainly," anfwered Orlando* - 

** And. you have informed her o£it,;no» 
doubt?'* 

^ Pardon me. Sir, I never have ; and X 
£ j; believe: 



(^2 TifE dib MAMOtt HOUSE. 

believe fhc is at diis moment uiuianfcious 
of it/' 

<* Really ! that is' wonderfuU~Shc is 
employed, I think, in the houfe as a kind 
pf under houfekeeper/' 

" No, Sir ; but flie foraetimes undertakes 
part of her aunt's bufinels when (he is en- 
gaged or indifpofed, and fometimes attends 
Mrs. Rayland/' 

" And lives, I fuppofc, as Lcmiard 
does, in tli^ parlour with the Lady > 

*< Very rarely. Sir, and as a mater of 
great favour, (he dines there; rather pftener, 
though ftill not regularly, is allowed to 
drink tea in the parlour/* 

^<^ Humph !— and at other times, I fup- 
fo'fe, fhc takes her feat at the t;able allowed 
Snelcrafc and Pattenfon : the latter worthy 
xnan is celebrated, I think, for his various 
^nd fttccefsful amours under- the roof of 
my very^ pious kinfwortian. This poor 
girl', I fuppofe, is in the way of adding 
|o the trophies of that excellent and feitb-i 
^\\ fervantt Upon xiiy word, Orlandoj^ 

. you 
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yoifl may find him a very formidable ri- 
val/' 

*' Gracious Heaven, Sir !" cried Orlando,, 
who could not bear even the fuppofition, 
*' what miftaken notions you have formed 
of Monimia !'*^ 

V Monimia T"^ exclaimed Somerive, who,, 
'feriou* as the matter was, could not help 
finilirig : ** Monimia ! — why thou art f^r 
gone, my poor boy, fince thou haft found 
fach a name for thy nymph — Monimia 1; 
I miift be allowed, fince we are talking 
plainly of the matter, to call her Mary/* 

" You may call her what you pleafe> 
Sir,** replied Orlando very impatiently^ 
•* fo as you do juftice to her innocence and 
goodnefs. Suffer me to fpeak. Sir," added ' 
ke, finding his . father about to interrupt 
him — " fuffer me to declare to you, that 
not one of your own daughters, my fifters„ 
whom T fe- tenderly love, are more irnio- 
cent, or more worthy of refpedt and ef- 
teem, and, l^f me add, of admiration, thaii 
this young woman.'^ 

*•- Indeed I is that your opinion ? — Pray* 
Ed Qrlando;^ 
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Orlando, what means have you had of be- 
ing fo well informed of all thefe perfec- 
tions, which you are fo willing to put in 
comparifon with thofe of your own fa- 
mily ?" 

** Continual experience, amounting to 
perfect conviftion." 

** Truly that is marvellous, confidering 
this young perfon, according to your own 
account a fervanr, fo feldom drinks tea, 
and fo much feldomer dines with Mrs. 
Rayland, where, I fuppofe, (he is not al- 
lowed any great fliare of the converfationj 
even when fhe is admited ; — though you 
are willing to put her on a level with your 
fitters, I fuppofe you hardly fo pra<5tifed 
this levelling principle on yourfelf, as to 
purfue your ftudies of this miracle to the 
table of the great Snelcraft, and greater 
Pattenfon/* 

" No, Sir," retorted Orlando warmly; 

«' nor does Monimia ever fit at that table." 

« May I then afk, without offending 

this lady, whofe nom de guerre is I find 

Jeithd to be Monimia^wherc you have 

fcea 
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fcen enough of her to form a judgment fo 
much in her favour ?'* 

" That may be done by feeing her once. 
You yourfelf, my dear father !^ ' added Or- 
lando extremely moved, " if you were once 
to fee heri would not blanie m6 for what 
Ihayefaid. Indeed you would not: you 
would own that (he is all I havedefcribed.^ 

^* Poor boy!'* cried Mr. Somerive with 
a deep figh ; " it your age I remember 
thinking juft the fame -of a very handfome 
girl. I too have had m)** Monimia ! my 
Celinda, my Leonora ; and many were the 
heart-aches thefe beauties gave m«. I 
ffaould, therefore/* continued he, in a more 
folemn tone — "I fhould, therefore, my 
dear Orlando! pafs over this juvenile paf- 
fion, and not even enquire about it, if, 
from the peculiarity of your fituation, and 
that of the young woman, as well as from 
your tendency to romantic quixotifm, 
wliich jiirhaps I have too much encou- 
raged, I did not fear that it may end more 
ferioufly. She is very pretty ! and you are 

very 
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very young, and veryjiuucli aa I0V9 ! »-If 
Ihe is innocent '*" .., .,.• 

"^/— Good God, Sir, what (hail I fay 
to convince you of it ?" 
. ** Nothing, Orlando; fpeak Cmply . the 
truth, and L will attend to yop : allow me 
to finilh the fentence— If (he is innocqit 
and atniabie, as you believe her to be, you 
would not certainly deftroy that innocence .^ 
3J0U .would not render her uaamiabk ^" 

*.* Not for a .millioa of worlds !" cried 
Orlando eagerly. 

V Well, then, Orlando, in order to re- 
concile your honour with that love which it 
fcems you do not affed: to deny, it foUowa 
that you would marry her ?'^ 
. «* Moft, undoubtedly. Sir, I would/- > 

** To throw yourfelf out for ever fromi 
every hope of favour on the part of Mrs. 
R^ayland j and, while you render your own' 
f^kaiily :«viferabie,. to enuil poverty for- lifo 
on the wamaf^ you; love, and her children ?" 

^' I know it all but too well : permit me,, 
koweverjt Sir, to iky, that as to my family,. 
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I do not fee why they (hooki makfe thferfi-^ 
fclves mfiferable about it, finee tbe nt>oral§y 
the maimers, the perfon of n>y wife^ coultJ 
be no difgrace to them ; and if I chofe to 
work for her, furely 1 have a right to liVe 
with whom I pleafe.'* 

^* To work r* cried Somerive angrilf J 
** How work ? — you who are in no profeP 
fion, and could not even fupport yourfelf ?'* 

*' Pardon me. Sir," anfwered Orland'o/ 
** and let it not offend you, if I fay, that 
a young man of almoft one and twenty, fi'xf 
feet high, and in perfeft health, muft be 
a very contemptible wretch, indeed, if he*, 
is unable to obtain a provifion for himfelf,' 
and to provide for his wife/* 

** Wild and ridiculous!*^ exclairtied 
Somerive. " If you were twelve feet high, 
and had as many hands as Briareus, how 
Could you employ them ? you who have 
been brought up to nothing, who know 
nothing— ^'^ 

** That, Sir, is my misfortune — furely 
not my fault/' 

' ** I allow it. It is a misfortune td 'wh?th 

I fee 
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I fee Other misfortunes are annexed, if a 
remedy be not inftantly found. I perceive,, 
Orlando, that this matter, on which it is 
plain you have thought deeply, is likely to 
be even more ferious than I apprehended. 
I muft find a profeflion for you, which 
Ihall take you out of a fuuation fo hazard- 
ous. I underftood General Tracy, that if a. 
commiffion could be obtained, you exprefled 
no difinclination. jto. enter the army I" 

*' Certainly I do not. — And let my 
readinefs^ or rather my eagernefs to embrace 
that offer convince you. Sir, that whatever 
may be my future hopes, I do not mean to 
involve Monimia in my prefent difficul- 
ties, nor to afpire to happinefs till I have 
earned it. Put me, Sir, inftanUy to tlie 
proof. Procure for me a commiffion, ot 
fend me. out a volunteer. You (hall not 
find me (brink from any t^ you may im- 
pofe upon mc Eut,. in return^ I expedt 
not to be compelled to relign the hope that 
will alone animate me-*I love Monimia 
paffionately j I (hall always lave her ; and 
I will not promife to refiga her for ever.'' 

"Khali 
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«^ I fliall leave all that to litne and ab- 
ence,'* anfwered Somerive ; " and infift on 
lothing but that you will join with me in 
prevailing on Mrs. Ray land to hear of your 
ntering into the army without diffatisfac- 
ion. Though I wilh you to have the 
ncans of being in fom^ degree independ- 
nt, it were folly to forfeit needlefsly your 
xpedtations from her. Try, therefore, fo 
o manage this as to pbtain her confent/* 

** Mrs. Rayland will not, I really believe, 
>ppofe it/' faid Orlando. 

*« Try her,*' anfwered his father; ^^ on 
rour fincerity in doing fo I (hall rely :^ 
lad remember Orlando, that if froip any 
)ther artful quarter attempts are made; to 
pcrfuade her againfl confenting to this plan^ 
L have only to inform her of your curious 
plan of marrying her houfckeeper's niece, 
md put her upon enquiring into the in- 
rigue you are carriying on, and you would 
?e bapilhed for ever from Rayland Hall." . 

" There \ypuld be as Uttle wifdom in 

hat. Sir," faid Orlando with great warmth, 

'* as there is truth in imputing an intrigue 

'i • ^ or 
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or art t6 Monitnia. However, you arc to 
do as you pleafe." 

'* And you, Sir," retorted Somcriv^ 
t^^armly, " feem to think yourfclf autho- 
rifed to fay what you pleafe. — Let not my 
indulgence, which, hhs ruined your brother, 
and now I fee is Hkely to be your deftruc- 
tion 5 let riot nly indulgence hitherto, lead ^ 
you to depend too much upon it. You 
fliall fiiid, Sir, that if you are ungratefoi' 
and uttdutifut, I can be haiili, arid can 
make myfelf obeyed.' fiat here, for tht' 
prefehti I defirc to ctid the difconrfe. We 
aire near Home, and I v^ill not hafrt yiom< 
mother made iiTreafy-, either by the ^eport^ 
<jF*hat' hSppen-^a t!6'-day"aft dinxief,;ct tty* 
any knowledge of joor folly, ^hich fcrafti 
not yttrcadied- Rer. I 'fhatt-go immediate!/ 
to iny ftudy ; aind f recommend it to yoUr 
to go to your own room, and not appear tt)- 
night ; for your mother, you know well, 
is fo accuftomed to penetriter intb my 
thoughts and yours, that (lie \(^ill not fait to 
perceive that fomething is wrong— and (lie 
Ihall not be rendered unhappy." 

Orlando, 
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*i Orlando, mod willing to obey his father 
! in ihis refpeft, made no other anf^ver thaa 
"^j \vi(liing him a good night; and as foon as ' 
^\ he difmounted at home, he retired to his 
■'; Own room, and, with mingled fcnfations of 
^/ refentmenc and forrow, of anger and de- 
j ipondency, begin to refleft on what had 
paffed during the day. The infolent lan- 
guage ufed by Stockton (lung him to the 
foul. He faw too evidently, that his nightly 
meetings with Moniinia were fufpeded, if 
Skot known- — kiaown to the. unprincipled 
and profligate Stockton, wh^ had put thQ 
moft odious cojiiftruftion on t;he condudl oS 
thci iotioccat Monimi^** Yet hs waa^ comv 
pelted 9lfo tc>;atk>^M, that \vhatevte xnigh£ bb 
fhU'CxiXpkhnSi or opioiohs oontrerning iiec; 
be CQuld not avenge or defend her,, with'* 
out being too well aflured that confequen- 
cesnauft enfue ftlll more fatal to her. If 
their intercourfe : wa^ once .fufpeded hj- 
Mrs. Rayland, he knew that Monimra^ 
would be difmifled wiih difgrace ; that (he 
would probably be abandoned by her aunt, 
and thrown upon the world, where he had 

tvot 
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not the power of protefting her from po- 
verty, though he might guard her from 
infult. The only comfort he had was, that 
his father, when his interrogatories feemed 
moft hardly to prefs him to declare how 
and where he met Mcnimia, had been di- 
verted to other difcourfe; that he had, 
therefore, not been reduced either to tell 
him a falfehood, or to betray the fecret of 
the door which admitted him to the turret; 
a fecret of which he yet hoped to avail him- 
felf, in the interval that muft occur between . 
the time of his returning to the Hall and his 
departure for the army, which he now faw 
was certain. He felt no with more ar- 
dent than that of reconciling his Mcnimia 
to his going, exchanging with her mutual 
vows of eternal afFedlion, and fetting forth 
in the certainty of her remaining under the 
proteftion of Mrs, I^nnard, and in the 
hope that he (hould return in a fit nation 
that might enable him to alk her hand, 
and to render her fubfequent life as'happy 
as the fondeft love and competent fortune 
could make it. But Orlando faw too plain- 
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ly, that if his evening conferen,ces were 
known to his father, he would, at whatever 
riik of ruining him for ever with Mrs. Ray- 
land, put an end to them ; and therefore, 
as more caution than ever was reqnifite, he 
determined, for one night, to refrain from 
the fliort and dangerous indulgence he had 
fnatched by travelling from Wolveiton to 
the Hall in the middle of the night ; and, 
though Monimia expedled him, to fprbe^r. 
feeing her till the next evening, when he 
hoped to have arranged in his mind what 
it was the moft neceflary to fay, to make 
her fubmit with compofure to their fepara- 
tion. Then too he hoped to know fome- 
thing certain of this commifllori, of which 
the General hourly expeded intelligence 
from Lx)ndon ; and that he fhould not, by 
fpeaking with uncertainty, add fufpenfe to 
the other uneafy fenfations he mufl inflift 
on Monimia. He flattered himfelf alfo, that 
he ftiould hear of the General's having 
fixed the day of his departure. He had 
now been a fortnight at Weft Wolverton j 
and though his ftay feemed, the more it 

was 
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was prolonged, to yieU to the reft of the 
family cncrcafed fatisfaftion, Orlando, 
whom it detained from the Hall, began to 
think it the mod tedious and unconfcion- 
s^letifit that ever one friend paid to an- 
other; and, far from fufpefting the real 
motive, thought with aftonithment on 
General Trac}''s living fo long among peo- 
ple (b unlike his ufual affociates, and fo 
muiihout of his way. 



CHAP. 
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"^K) reconcile Monimia to his depar- 
L turc, to hide from her the anguifli of 

own heart at the- knoxvledge that he 
ft ga, were no liglu tafks to Orhindc^r 
y were fuch as aH his courage, all his 
fc of propriety-j were nearly unequal to. 
bat would become of her when he was 
le ? From his earlieft remembrance," the 
tainty of feeing Mommia at thVHall 
i conft-ituted his'principal h^pprnefs : yet 
had many other amufements abroad ; he 
I many relations whom he loved, and 
o tenderly loved hini ; he had feveral 
iliits to engage his* mindi and feveral 
ufements-to occupy his rime.— Moriiftiia !• 
i! what had :Monimia ? Almoft abne 
the worlds jhe had no connexion but 

i\mt, wlfofe rdufllant 'fcindjDftfft and- 
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cold friendfhip anfwered but ill to the a£^ 
feftionate temper of thre lovely girl, who 
would have been attached to her, all repul- 
five as her maimers were, from gratitude, 
and bccaufe (lie believed her the only rela- 
tion, if Mrs. Lennard had given her leave. 
—But, felfifti, narrow minded, and over- 
bearing, it was impoflible for Monimia to 
love her ; and (he once remarked, when 
(he ftole for five minutes (while her aunt 
attended Mrs. Rayland to a morning 
vifit) into the garden with Orlando, that 
flie refembled a paffion- flower, that having 
once been fupported by a fort of efpaliefi 
the wood had decayed, and, nothing being 
put in its place, the plant crept along the 
ground, withering, from the dampncfs to 
which it was expofed. " See/* cried Mo- 
nimia, *' this plant refembles me 1 It feems 
abandonded to its fate.*' Orlando remem- 
bered what he then faid to drive from her 
mind fuch gloomy ideas ; but now they 
were about to be verified. If Monimia 
was to him all that hitherto fweetened his 
exiftence, he was at lead as neceflary to 

5 hersi 
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hers ; and a tboufand painful fears aflfailed 
his heart, as to what (he muft feel at part- 
ing, and what would be her fate when he 
was gone. ' 

No overture on the affair of his accepting 
a commiffion had yet been made to Mrs. 
Rayland. Mr. Somerive wiflied Orlando 
to manage it himfelf. — Orlando, confcious 
that much depended upon it, and unwilling 
to take any decitive ftep, however necef- 
fary, as long as he could avoid it, had ftill 
put it off from hour to hourj. faying, what 
was indeed true, that he was now fo fel- 
dom at the Hall at hours wlien it was pro- 
per to fpeak of bufinefs, that he had found 
no opportunity. 

The next day, however, but one after 
the dinner at Stockton's, the family were 
much fufprifed by the unexpefted return 
of Philip Somerive; who, arriving late in 
thfe evening, told his father and mother 
that he was come, with their permifiion, to 
pafs fome months at home. Tenderly 
anxious about him as they all were, and 
ever flattering themfelves that a change of 

Vol. II. F conduQ: 
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condud would reftorc him to them, his fa- 
mily received him with fuch expreflions as 
evinced that they were ready to kill the 
fatted calf: Orlando felt even more plea- 
fure than the reft at his return; and the 
younger, unlike the elder brother in the 
parable, murmured not that there was joy 
and feafting when he whg had been loft 
wa$ found. Yet this did not arife alioge* 
ther from the difintercfted generofity of his 
nature. He would at any time have re» 
joiced that his brother's appearance gave 
comfort to the hearts of his father and his 
mother : he now doubly rejoiced, becaufe 
the prefence of Philip Somerive at home 
difmifled Orlando, almoft as a matter of 
courfe, to the Hall. He had at this time 
inhabited the apanmcnt fet afide for his 
brother ; his own was occupied by the fer- 
vant of the General, who was too fine t 
gentleman to be fent into the attic ftory. 
Weft Wolverton houfe was not a large 
one ; and Orlando, not fo well difguifing 
his impatience as he attemped to do, faid 
to his mother as foon as tea was over, that 
XT' he 
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he knew his (lay that niglu muft be attend- 
ed with fome incoqveniencies and remo* 
vals, and therefore he would, with her per- 
miflion and his father's^ go bade to the 
Hall. Mrs* Somerive immediately afTent-*^ 
ed^ and faid, *' And you had better, if your 
father pleafes, fet out direftly, Orlando, or 
you will not have your bed aired ; and I 
am fure that little tapeftry room where you 
fleep, as it is on the ground floor, and has 
windows only to the north, and thofe win- 
dows only long old-fafliioned cafements, 
muft be horribly damp.*' 

«^ Jf you will have the goodnefs then to 
fay to my father that I am gone, and why 
gone fo early," faid Orlando, " it will be 
better than my difturbing the company 
with the ceremony of — Good-night!'* 

To this Mrs. Somerive aflenting, Orlan* 
do left the room to get his horfe ; but as 
he pafled through the hall, he met hisfifter 
Selina. " Good-night, fweet girl !" faid he 
kiflSng her hand as he pafled her. 

** Whither are you going, then, Orlan- 
do ?** enquired flie. 

F 2 ** To 
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*' To the Hall — You know there is no 
convenient room for me now 5 and fincc 
Philip is come back, I am lefs wanted*" 

At this moment Mr, Somerive paffed 
through the hall> and catching fome of 
ihefe words, he put the fame queflion to 
Orlando ; who anfwered, ^* that his mother 
had agreed to his going to the Hall, to 
make room for his brother; and promiied, 
Sir, to name it to you,'' added he. 

Mr. Somerive paufed a moment—** To 
the Hall,*' faid he, " Orlando! You are in 
greaft hafte, I fee. Surely you might have 
fiaid to fupper, as you have not feen your 
brother fo long." 

Orlando then gave his mother's reafon 
for his going earlier. *' That," faid his 
father gravely, " is a ver)' good reafon for 
your mother; and jr^tf, I have no doubt, 
have fome of dill greater weight:— but 
remember, Orlando,** continued he more 
fternly, " remember I will not be trijkd 
with. Go— I wifli yoii a good-night, and 
as much repofe as your con/dcnce will let 

you 
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yOu taftc when you render your father un- 
happy !" 

Mr. Somerive then pafled on ; and Se* 
lina, who had hardly ever in hfcr life heard 
him fpeak as if half angry to her brother 
Orlando, remained amazed and trembling, 
clinging to his arm. •* Good God V' cried 
fhc as foon as her father had (hut the par- 
lour door, what is all this, my dear brother? 
D^hat does my father mean ?'^ 

** Can you, Selina,'* faid Orlando in* a 
low and mournful voice — '* can you be very 
faithful, very guarded on a point where my 
Kfe depends on fecrecy ? Can you, S^ltn», 
be fecret as the grave, if I truft you ?'*' 

*« Can you doubt it ?" anfwered the ftilf 
more alarmed Selina. — " Well then, to- 
morrow, perhaps — for to-morrow I muft he 
here again — to-morrow, Selina, if I obtain 
pcrmiffion from another perfon yet more 
interefted than I am, I will perhaps tell 
you. In the mean time adieu, my dear 
fitter !— If you hear Philip mention me at 
fupper to my father, try tp remember what 
he fays.*' 

F 3 Orlando- 
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Orlando then haftened away, fearful of 
being detained ; and as the weather was 
ferene, he determined to go On foot, that, if- 
he found all quiet round the apartment of 
Monimia, he might glide up for a moment 
to apprife her that they might without in- 
terruption meet in his ftudy that evening. 
There was a late moon, and the night pro- 
mifed to be beautifully clear; he knew 
therefore that there was little or no hazard 
of brandy and tea-merchants being abroad: 
and as to the hint dropt by Stockton, 
which had at firft given him fo much 
pain, he now fancied it was merely the 
random folly of a drunkard, and that he 
knew nothing of Monimia but what he 
might have coUefted from Philip Somerive 
after their firft unlucky meeting in the 
woods. 

Had he now taken his horfe, he muft of 
neceffity have made his return known to the 
ftable-fervants at the Hall, before he could 
have a moment's converfation with Moni* 
^i^x he proceeded therefore quickly on 

foot. 
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foot^ meditating as he went on what had 
juft pafled with his father and his fifter. 

He had often thought of entrufting Se- 
lina with the fecret of his paQion for Mo- 
nimja. He had often wi(hed they were 
luicwn to each other. Equally innocent, 
amiable, and gentle, with a pcrfed refem- 
blance in temper and in years^ he believed 
t^ they would fondly love each other; 
and that if he could fee them attached, it 
would be the happieft circumftance of his 
life. He hoped too, that the fociety and 
the fbothing fweeCoefs of Selina would 
be a refource of comfort to hts Monimia 
when he was far from her. But bow he 
could bring them together, he had yet no 
idea-— Selina being never admitted but 
on days of ceremony at Rayland Hall ; 
and Monimia being fo nearly a prifoner, 
that the unlucky excurfion which occafion- 
ed them all fo much trouble, was almoft the 
firft, and was, in confequence of her ftay^ 
which had given fo much offence, likely to 
be the lad her aunt would allow her to make. 
He propofed, however, to confult Moni- 
' F 4 minia 
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mia upon it, and confider whether fomc 
fafe means of their meeting could be found. 
Between that gate of the park that lay 
towards Weft Wolverton, and iht litfuk^ 
there v. ere tvr'o paths. The upper one was 
over an eminence where the park paling 
cnclofed part of the down, under which it 
fpread a verdant bofom, with coppices and 
tall woods interfperfed. The other path, 
which in winter or in wet feafons was in- 
convenient, wound down a declivity, where 
the furze and fern were (haded by a few old 
hawthorns and fclf-fown firs: out of the 
hill feveral ftreams were filtered, which 
uniting at its foot, formed a large and clear 
ponvl of near twenty acres, fed by feveral 
imperceptible currents from other emi- 
nences which ihelrered that fide of the 
park : and the baibn between the hills and 
the higher pa-^:? cf it beirg thus fiiicd, the 
water loucti its way over a ilony boundary, 
where ic was pankble by a fcoc bridge un* 
lef$ in lime of fiocds ; and from thence fell 
IDCO a lower part of the grourd, where it 
fimicd a ccn&ieraclc river -, ind^ windifig 



aniong 
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among willows and poplars for near a mlle> 
again ipread into a flill larger lake, on the 
edge of which wa$ a mill, and oppofite^. 
without the park paling, wild heaths, where 
the ground was Tandy, broken, and irregu-^ 
kr, &\\\ . however marked by plantations 
made gn it by the Rayland family. It 
was along the lower road, which went 
through woods to the edge of what was 
called the upper pond, that Orlando took 
his way, Jxjft as he arrived at the water; 
"from the deep gloom of the tall firs through 
which he pafled, the moon appeared be- 
hind the oppofite coppices, and threw her 
long line of trembling radiance on the wa- 
•ter. It was- a cold but clear evening, and, 
though early in November, the trees were 
not yet entirely ftripped of thqir difcolourp 
cd Icbves: — a low wind founded hollow 
through the firs apd .ftonc-pinea over h\? 
head^ and then faintly fighed among the 
reeds that crowded into the water : no 
Other found was heard, but, at diftanc in- 
tervalsy the cry. of the wild fowl concealed 
rasong/them, or the dull murmur o^ the 
F S current^. 
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current^ which was now low. Orlando had 
hardly ever felt himfclf fo impreffcd with 
thofe feelings which infpire poetic effufions ; 
j— Nature appeared to paufe^ and toaik the 
turbulent and troubled heart of man, whe- 
ther his filly purfuits'were worth the toil he 
undertook for them ? Peace and tranquil- 
lity feemed here to have retired to a tran- 
fient abode; and Orlando, as ilowly he 
trayerfed the narrow path over ground made 
hollow by the roots of thcfe old trees, ftep- 
ped as lightly as if he feared to diftorb 
them. Infenfibly he began to compare this 
fcene, the fcenes he every day faw of rural 
beauty and rural content, with thofe into 
which his deftiny was about to lead him— 
** Oh, Monimia !" fighed he, ** why can- 
not I remain with thee in this my native 
country ? How happy (hould I be- to be 
allowed to cultivate one of the fmalleft of 
thofe farms which belong to the Rayland 
eftate, and, comprifing in thy fociety and 
that of my family all my felicity, have no 
wifli but 10 live and die without reading that 
great book which they call the World !— - 

Alasl 
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Alas I ihall I ev^r upder^nd jks j^ngpage ? 
Ihall I ever becoiqe an adept in the princi- 
ples it teaches ? and (h^ll I be happier if I 
*do?-^But ithey tell me that a young man 
ihouki not be idle i jthat he muft be fome- 
diing, a lawyer' or a foldier ! and yet, ta 
affiftmen in ruining each other^ and fpoil- 
ing the fimple dignity of juftice, feems 
. the bufinefs of the firft ; and to learn the 
art of de{hx>ying honourably our fellow- 
men^ the whole concern of the fecond. — 
There are, however, other profeflions, it is 
true-— I might be a clergyman, and remain 
here with little to do but to ride twenty or 
thirty miles of a Sunday, to execute, with 
the hurry of a poftman, the duties I fliould 
have fworn to fulfil : and can I confcien- 
tiouily do what I fee done every day? 
Impoffible ! — I might too be. a merchant : 
but that I have no talents for a profeffion, 
honourable as I aSow it to be, where the 
mind. is continually chained to the calcula- 
tion of profit and lofs ; and if I am to en- 
ter into aftive life, let it be rather in any 
• iioe than that which (hall confine my ^di- 
F6 vity 
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vity to a coinpting4ioufc— For th€a> -Mkj^ 
nimia ! I mud equally le^v^e thee> and \ivo 
among thofe who value nothing but oaope;, 
and who would ridicule a paflion likpwufiu'^. 
—He paufed^ and. again- looked around 
him. '^ How beautiful a fcene!" conti- 
nued he ; ^^ I would that Monimia were 
here to enjoy it ! — But never am I allowed 
to point out to her thefe lovely, profpeds, 
never permitted to cultivate that pure, and 

' elegant tafte which (he has received from 
nature i and lam now about to tell .her 
that we are to part nev^r perhaps to meet 
more !•— Yet the die is caft : I have promi^- 
fed — nay, I ought to-obey my father— and I 

•go '* A deep and nioiirnfu I reverie 

fucceeded, as, walking onward, his rapid 
imagination defcribed to him all the fed 
poflibilities that might arlfe between hin^. 
and his happinefs. In thi<s defponding 
temper, but withoujc meeting any one to 
interrupt him in>his intended vi£t,to Mo* 
nimia, he reaql^ed the turret, ^and/pftlyv^Mid 
filently afcen4e4v^^ ftw-c^fe, He. toofc 
the ufual precautions to ascertain that Mo^ 

nimia 
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iia was alone ^ and then, being admirted 
a moment to fpeak to her; he aflbred 
that (he might, withour any danger, 
itureto his room that evening." He tbid 
he had much to fay to hdr-^mvch^ ba 
ch their future happinefs de^nded/ to 
:r to^ her confideratlon ; and therefore 
befought her to diveft herfelf bf her 
9; and to oblige him. Monimia, cons 
Dg entirely in him, promifed to be 
]y ; and Orlando, then going through 
fervants' hall ^ as if he had that moment 
red from Weft Wolverton, defired Bet- 
id make up his fire and prepare his bed, 
ng, that he was come back to his own 
Ftments, on the arrival of his brother at 
ac. He then enquired of Pattenfon, if 
thought Mrs. Raylaml could be fpoken 
that evening? *^ I know nothing of the 
ter,** anfwered the old butler in a very 
en tone ; ** you may aft the women folks, 
^ou*re always a-dangling after them.*-* 
len I faw Madam laft, (he was not in a 
^ very like to be troubled with company 
light^^' 

Orlando^ 
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Orlando, angry and difgufled by this 
rudeneisy now enquired of the cook, who, 
though (he rivalled in perfon and features 
the dame Leonarda of Gil Bias, was a great 
Admirer of beauty in others, and, bad al- 
ways beheld Orlando with partial eyes. ^* Is 
Mrs. Rayland ill, then^ Martha >" faid he. 
** Not that I knows on/* replied the w- 
man— ** Only a few twinges of cbQ.gput 
about her feet, much as ordinary^ tji^t 
makes her, I reckon, a little peevifh ^i^^9d 
I underftood that Madam was a little out 
of forts at hearing nothing of you yeflerday > 
and they've been a- telling her as how yoa 
dined out with them there gentlefolks at 
the Caftle, as Madam hates worfe than any 



varmint/' 



« So,'* thought .Orlando, " I am at 
length become of confequence enough to 
be milled if I am longer abfent than ufual t 
but the officious malice of whoever k was 
that related our dinner party yefterday, bas 
probably fpoiled my reception^. — Q^a.you 
tell me, Martha, whether your lady is likely 
to fee me to-night, if I fend up for leaver" 

"Lcrdr 
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*' Lord I 111 anfwcr for't," anfwcrcd the 
cook ; <* ifackins, I believe Madam, if (he 
was fairly lefc to herfelf^ is always as glad 
€0 iee you as can be— *ril go up now, if you 
pleafe, and let her know you be here/' 

This courteous offer Orlando readily ac« 
cepted ; and in a few moments Martha re- 
turned. " Well, Martha, may I go up ?" 
enquired he. *^ Yes, you may,'* replied 
Martha ; << but Madam's not in one of her 
fugar-plum humours, I can tell you.— 
SheVe got the gout in her foot, and flie'vc 
got fome vagaries in her he^d about your 
going to viiit her innimies : you'll have a 
few four looks, I doubt— but. Lord ! Mafter 
Orlando, youVefuch a good-looking plea- 
fant countenance, that Til defy the witch of 
Endor to be anger'd long with you." 

Then, thanking his ambaffadrefs for the 
trouble (he had taken, and being feme- 
what encouraged by her opinion of tlie 
powers of his countenance, he walked up 
ftairs. 

He tapped at the door, as was his cuf- 
tom ', and was, by the (brill (harp voice of 

Mrs. 
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Mrs» Lcnnard> dire&ed to come in. He 
was ftruck^ on entering the room, by the 
fight of Monimiaj who flood near cbc fire 
watching the mometit when a faucepaA, is 
which fonie medicine Mrs. Rayland was 
cauling to be made, (hould be ready to re- 
move. Without, however, noticing her, 
he approached his venerable cbufin, in 
whofe countenance, which Teemed to have 
gained no additional fweetnefs, he- did not 
read a very favourable anfwer to his enquiry 
of — how (he found herfelf ? 

" No matter how," replied fhe with ab- 
rupt afperity ; *' if it had been of any con*- 
fequence to you, you would have aiked 
yefterday, I fuppofe." 

** I was detained all day by my father 
Madam ; and I do nioft truly alFure yon 
(and never was any declaration more fincere 
than this of Orlando) j that I was veryunhap* 
py at beingdetained all day from the HaiU** 

" Humph !'* cried Mrs. Rayland, ** your 
new friends no doubt made you amends^ 
I thought. Sir, you had known that when 
people go tbire, I never defirc to fee them 

btrcy 
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here^ not I. I wi(h, if you like fuch acquaint* 
ancc, you had talien the hint. But perhaps 
you thought that you. might take to your 
brother's courfes, and no harm" done. For 
my party I (hall walh my hands of any con-* 
cern about it^ let what will be the end 
oa t» - ' 

• OrUndonow began with cahnnefs, yet 
wfifhouCaoy thing like fycophant fubmif- 
ioft, to account for his Other's having been 
Ifd 4>y Uie entreaties of General Tracy, to 
whom he thought himfelf much obligedj to 
bdtek through a tefolution be .had taken 
iWVcr to vifit at Carloraine Cattle :— " a re- 
C»ldtion»*' added Orhndo, ^^ that he now 
heartily wi(hes be had adhered to^ as he 
fooftd the fociety fuch as he neither ap« 
(>roves for me> or can endure for him(elf» 
J^affureyoui Madam, he never intends to 
Ttpezt an experimefnt; which nothing but 
his wifhes to oblige the General made him 
confent to now/' 

^^ Well," faid Mrs. Rayland, a little ap- 
peafcd, «* it iaPlreiy Wonderful to me that 
General Tracy, n m^n of family, can aflb- 

ciate 
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ciatewith thefe low-bred upftarts — people 
who always will give one the notion of hav- 
ing got into the coaches they were defigncd 
to drive — But fo goes this world ! Money 
does every thing— money deftroys all dif- 
tinctions ! — Your Creoles and your Eaft- 
India people over- run every body— 'Mo- ' 
ney, money does every thing." 

" There is one thing, howcTcr, Madam,** 
anfwered Orlando, ^< that it does not feeoi 
CO have done-^It does not appear to me to 
have given to this Mr. Stockton, either the 
mind or the manners of a gentleman.'' 

" Indeed, child V cried the old lady: 
<* Well, I am glad that you learn to diflin- 
guiOi. — Poor wretch ! I've heard that his 
father walked up out of Yorkfliirc without 
(hoes, and was taken by fome rich packer 
to clean his warehoufe, and go on errands. 
Well, fo it is in trade ! — So you think him 
vulgar and ill-bred ?— But I fuppofc you 
had a very profofe entertainment : can you 
remember the diH^es ?" 
L Orlando could with difficulty help fmil- 
f lag at the pains Mrs. Rayland took to feed 

her 



THE OLD MANOR HOUSE. II5 

her difquiet, by obtaining minute . particu- 
Jarsofthe man whofe oftentatious difplay 
of wealth fo continually offended her. He 
aflured her, however, that he was, in regard 
to the variety of ornaments of a table, fo 
little of ah adept, that, though he knew 
there was both turtle and venifon, he could 
lot tell the name of any other difli. ** But 
['believe^ Madam/' faid he, ** there was al- 
aofl: every thing that at this time of the 
fcar comes to table, ^reffed every way that 
KHild be imagined/' 

** Ktck(haws, and French frippery, fpoil- 
ing wholefome diflies. If I had my health/' 
:ried Mrs. Rayland as if animated anew with 
i truly BritiCh fpirit — *^ if I had my health, 
[ would aik the fevour of General Tracy to 
line at Ray land HalK Indeed I would fe« 
jueft his company to the tenants* feaft at my 
>wn table, and (hew him, if he is too young 
L man to remember it, what an old Englifh 
able was, when we were too wife to run 
ifter foreign gewgaws, and were content 
vith the bed of every thing dreflcd in the 
BogliOi fa(hion by Engli(h people." 

Orlando 
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Orlando had a thoufand reafons to pro 
mote a plan as unexpeded as it was defir- 
able. Befides the hope he had that the con* 
verfation of the General might reconcile 
Mrs. Rayland to a plan for his independ- 
ence, and engage her to contribute to its 
being advantagcoufly carried into execu- ' 
tion, he was amufed with the idea of feeing . 
together two fuch originals as Mrs. Ray* 
land and General Tracy ; and he knew, thit 
as the latter was a man of family^ and ^ 
\ery polite, hi (hould not riik their mth 
tually difliking each other by bringing 
them together ; or at lead that^ if fttcb a 
circnmdance fliould happen, thofe ms^ 
nets, which both piqued themfelVes on pot- 
feffing, would prevent iheil^'fhewing it.— 
For thefe, and for many 'other reajbns, be - 
eagerly feizcd on the tint MrsJ Rayland 
had dropped. " Dear Madam,*' cried he, 
^* I heartily hope you w/VAbe well enough. 
The General would be gready flattered by 
fuch a diftindion ! I know that nothing 
would oblige him fo much. When is the 
tenants' feaft to be ? I wiflb, if it is fixed^ 

you 
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you would permit me to be your meflenger 
to-morrow, and to carry him an invita^ 
tion." - ' 

*^ Truly, child,'' replied Mrs. Rayland, 
whofc anger feemed to be quite evaporat- 
ed, *^ I am fo out of the ufe of having 
company, that I don't know well what to 
&y to it. 1 find my people have fixed the 
tenants' feaft for Thurfday next, that is, this 
day week; and if I were fure of being 

quite well -Leonard, what do you think 

of the matter?" 

Lennard, who loved nothing better than 
great dinners, in which (he was of fo much 
oonfequence, aafwcred, " Why, indeed. 
Ma'am, I think you'll be quite well enough 
—nay, I could venture to fay fo poiStively. 
Your foot is getting better apace; and in 
other refpefts, when you have been free 
firom pain for a while^ I have not known 
you better thcfe many years.'^ 

** Well, Orlando, then," refumed the old 
lady, ** we'll confidcr of it, and let you know 
to-morrow. — You haye taken Jo your bed 
below again, I find ?" 

" I have. 
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«* I have^ Madam, with your pcrmiffion-''^' 
*' Well, then, you may come and hrtBk^ 
faft with me ; and, for to-night, order what 
you pleafe for your fupper in your own 



room." 



Orlando, rejoiced to be thus reconciled, 
now wiftied her a good-night, and retired; 
calling, as he went, a melancholy glkni^ 
toward Monimia, who, quite unnoticed fcy 
cither of the ladies, had flood the whole 
time with her eyes fixed on the fire, and 
her beautiful arms expofed to its fcorching 
heat, while (he was employed in watching 
the important preparation that was boiling* 
But Monimia herfelf, far from feeling her 
fituation, would have undergone infinitely 
more inconvenience, for as many hours as 
flie now had done minutes, to. have enjoyed 
the fatisfaftion of hearing Orlando's voice, 
even when his words were not addrefied to 
her, and ©robferving the favour be was 
in with Mrs. Rayland j whofe anger, how- 
ever (He feemed de(irous of cherifliing it, 
was put to flight on the firft apology of her 
young favourite. 

z CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 



^HE meeting of the evening pro- 
» mifed to be undifturbed. It was 
g fince Orlando had feen his Monimia 
5tly featcd by the fire in the Study ; and 
f that he xvas once more to enjoy that 
pinefs, he could not determine to em- 
er it by fpeaking of the probability 
•c was that he was foon to leave her, 
: enter on a new mode of life. He could, 
:n they were aftually together, the left 
>lve to fpeak of this, as Monimia ap- 
red in unufual fpirits ; and from what 

had obferved of Mrs. Rayland's beha- 
ur to him, in the interview at which 

had been prcfcnt, (he found reafon for 
ining more fangnine hopes than (he had 
r yet indulged, that their delicious 
ons were not chimerical ; and that Or« 

lando^ 
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lando, if not mafter of Rayland Hall, would 
yet be amply provided for by the favour 
of its prefcnt poffcffor. 

Inftcad, therefore, of deftroying thefc 
flattering viGons, which lent to the lovely 
features of Monimia the moft cheerful ani- 
mation, he endeavoured to diveft his own 
mind of the painful reflexions it had of ^ 
late entertained ; and inftcad of talking of 
what was to happen, he wifhcd to fortify 
the mind of Monimia againfl whatever 
might happen, by giving her a tafle for 
reading, and cultivating her excellent ua« 
derftanding. The books he had given her, 
the extradts (he had made from them, and 
her remarks, afforded them converiation, 
and gave to Orlando exquifite delight. He 
had animated the lovely ftatuc, and, like 
another Prometheus, feemed to have drawn 
his fire from heaven. The ignorance and 
the prejudices in which Monimia had been 
brought up, now gave way to fuch inftruc- 
tion as (lie derived from Addifon and other 
celebrated moralifts. She undcrflood, and 
had peculiar pleafure in reading the poets, 

which 
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vkkrh Orlando had Ibled^d for her ; and 
;^n iht repeated, in a fafcinating voice, 
fome of the paflages flie particularly ad- 
nired, Orlando was infpired with the mofl 
ardent wi(h to become a poet hixnlelf. 

Very different was the way in which his 
dder brodicr paffed this evening. Torment- 
ed with fear and remoHei that unfdrtunate 
young man had returned to his long-deferr- 
ed home, for no other reafon than becaufe 
be had, during his northern expedition, 
loft to his companions every guinea that he 
could by any means raife, and had befides 
contrafted with tliem a very confiderable 
debt o( honour. He knew not how to ap- 
ply to his father, whom he had already im- 
poveriflied ; yet his pride would not let him 
return to Mr. Stockton's, whither fome of 
the party were again gone, till he had the 
means of fatisfying their demands againd 
him. Iji this emergency he came home, in 
hopes of finding fome pretence to procure 
the money of his mother, whom he believ- 
ed he could perfuade to borrow it for him 
of her brother Mr. Woodford, as ftie had 

Vol. II. G doa 
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done a lefs coniiderabic fum once before ; 
or at all events to gain a few days, in which 
he might confidcrAvhat to do.: 

It was to the dejedtion he felt on the 
awkward ctrcumftances to which he had re« 
duced himfelf, diat the gravity and fteadi* 
nefs of manner was owing, which his father 
took for contrition and reformation. It 
lafted, however, no longer than till the 
next evening, when, after tea, Mrs. Some* 
rive as ulual, in order to amufc the Gene* 
ral, propofed cards — Mr. Somcrive, how- 
ever, having a perfon with him upon bufi* 
nefs from whom he could not difengagc 
himftlf, and Orlando having returned to 
Rayland Hall immediately after dinner, 
tiiere was not enough to make a whift 
table (as none of the young ladies played), 
and therefore young Somerive propofed to 
the General to fit down to piquet. 

To this propofal he of courfe confented, 
and, either from chance or defign, the Ge- 
neral loft every party, and had prefenriy 
paid to his antagonift twelve guineas. Ani- 
mated by this fuccefs, efpecialjy as it was 

againft 
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gainO: a man who was kfiown to be in ha- 
lits of playing at the firft clubs, Philip 
Jomcrive again propofed playing" after 
tipper. Fortune continued to be propi- 
:ioiis; and when his father, mother and (if- 
fcrs retired, at a later hour than ordinary, 
he ftill continued at the table, whefe he viray 
Bbw a 'winner of about fifty giibeas. 
^' They were no fooner out of his way^ than 
Ac true fpirit of gaming, which their pre- 
fettcc had checked, broke out. 

'« This is poor piddling work, Geiferal !'* 
cxclarmcd he r'*^ Do you not think hazard 
t better thing ?*' / 

The General anfwered coolly, that it cer- 
tainly was ; " but,** added he, '* I fuppofe 
my good hoft would think his houfe pollut* 
ed by having the neceffary inftruments in 
k. He has no other dice, I dare fwear, 
than thofe in the back-gammon table." 

^ Oh ! as to that,*' anfwered young 
Somerive, " I am always provided with an 
apparatus in cafe of emergency — there is 
lio travelling with6ut fuch a refource — I 
heve'tbc pretty creatures up ftairs* What 
G 2 ^^.^ 
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fay yon, Gencral-^fliall wc wafte an hour 
with them ^*' 

. ** With all my heart," replied Tracy. 
^* Let us fee if you arc as much befriended 
by chance, as you have been by ikiU."' 

Young Somerive now produced frpna his 
travelling portmanteau a box and dice.: .be 
put a green cloth over the table^ tlia^rftbe 
rattling of them might not be heard) ii^^f be 
houfe i and then telling the fervmits that 
none need fit up but die Generars iervjui^ 
they began to play, and continued at ittijl 
niorning broke, with various fucccfs^r^JESjit 
on quitting it, Somerive found himfclf-^a 
very confiderable gainer, and retired to his 
bed flufhed with the hope that the. General, 
all veteran as he appeared, and calmly, as 
he played, was a pigeon, from whofe wings 
he might pluck the feathers which' were 
wanting to repair his own. 

The General, who only wanted a ftudy 
of his chaniclcr, and to whom hundreds 
were as nothing when I.e had any favou- 
rite projea: in vie^y, was now perfeiUy af- 
fured. that, by lofing money to him, or by 

fupplying 



-THE OLD MANOR HOUSB. 11$ 

fcrpplylng him with it when he loft it to 
others, this young man would become who^ 
ly fubfervient to his wiKhes, however conv* 
trary to hontour or confciencc. He did not 
diflike play, though he never regularly pur- 
fucd it ; and had one of thofe cool heads in 
fuch matters, which had prevented his ever 
fbfferittg by it. He had generally been a 
tirini^ery and panictrlarfy in betting :*-^he 
£i6quentedj when he was in London, all 
ibt houfes; where high play is carried on; 
jtid was fo much accuftomed to fee thou-* 
fiilkJs ' pai d ^^' received atthefe places as 
^tdatterrof couife^ that he held the trifle he 
had paid to Philip Somerive the evening 
before as not worth remembering. It was 
therefore with fome furprlfe that he heard 
Mr. Somerive, who had called him apart 
the next morning, exprefs in very forcible 
t«rms, his great concern that his fon had 
won fo large a fum of him. If the Gene- 
ral felt any concern, it was that Philip 
(hould have been unguarded enough ta 
fpeak of it. He foon, however, learned 
that Mr. Somerive alluded folely to- the 
G 3 fifty 
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fifty guineas he had won at piquet^ and 
that of the fabfequent tranfa(ftions of the 
evening he knew nothing. This therefore 
he carefully concealed, and, afluring Mr. 
Somerive that he had almoft forgot they 
played at all, conjured him not to be uneafy 
about it. 

'* I know, my dear General,'* faid Some^ 
jive, " I know perfectly well that this is a 
mere trifle to you ; but to my fon it duyi 
nay it will have the word confequeioce* 
He is, I fee with an aching, heart, too 
much devoted to play— Succefs only nou* 
rifties this ruinous paiEon — And diftreflccj 
as I have been, and indeed am, by his con* 
duft, I (hould rather have paid an hundred 
pounds for him than have feen him win 
fifty.*' 

The General endeavoured to quiet, on 
this head, the apprehenfions of the unhap* 
py father, by telling him that he faw no- 
thing in the young man that was not at his 
age, and with his profpefts, very excufable. 
•* It is furely,*' faid he, " hazardous, my 
good friend, to check your fon too much. 

If 
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If home is rendered utterly unpleafant to 
^him, his vplatility feeks refource abroad j 
and there you know how many defigning 
people, bef?t a young man of his expeda- 
tioDs/' 

•* Good God I'* exclaimed Somerive, 
/* what are his expedations ? He has im- 
prefled you, I fee, my dtjar Sir, with the 
Xam,e idea which has in fad undone him^ 
and will undo us alL What expedatigns 
has he that can in the lead be rehed upon, 
imleis it be of this fmail efl:ate, which he is 
already difmembering, and which will foon 
;cjifappcar — ah! very foon indeed, in the 
Jumds of a gamefter." 

** Tie it up, then,*' faid the Genjjral. 
.*M cannot," anfwered Somerive ; '' for it 
is entailed, and, except my wife's jointure 
of an hundred a year, which with difficulty 
J contrived to fettle upon her, he may difli- 
pate it all, and I have no doubt but he 
wUl/' 

** You judge, I think, too hardly of him. 

Something is furely to be forgiven him, 

who has always been told that he muft be 

G 4 heir 
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.Iie.ir to the great property of the Raylascis, 
and poirefs one of the largcft landed estates 
in the county.**. , . ^ - 

"O! would to heaven be never had Jbepn 
told fo !'* faid Mr. Somerive with a deep 
figh. " If ever, my dear General,, he (hould 
talk to you about ir, pray endeavour,to weaQ 
him from expeflations fb ruinog^^-.afid) I 
think, fo fallacious. It is true tba^^r9ni:= 
heir at law to all the etlates of Sir Orjapi^Q. 
.Rayland my grandfather, in default- of.Sif 
Hildebrand*s daughters haying iflue,:but ^flC; 
if the furvivor of them difpofesof it,by wiJI^; 
for the whole is hers without any reftriifticygt J 
and there is not the leaft chance of her dy-; 
ing without a will, for 1 know (he \%nesfr 
without one : and the people who fiirrouncj. 
her take efpecial care that her own family,, 
fliall be excluded from it.'* 

" You do not then fuppofe,** faid the 
General, " you do not believe it poffiblc 
that thefe people, by whom I conclude ^[Om 
mcanthofe old fervants of whom I have 
beard you fpeak, have intereft enough with 
her to fccure to themfelves fo large a pro* 

perty 



ptrtf tb^'Mti. Ray'land pofTeffes. I Qiould 
think- it nidrelfltdy that' riioD^h ftie will 
probably give them coDflderabte' legacies* 
flife MH'l^tWc'tht 'ettate to the iiext heir j 
Bftr -pride will urge her to this, perhaps, on 
A^^tOndidon of his taking the name of 
RiytaHd.*' 

* ^*f-f«kr,'hbt/' anfwered Mr. Somerive. 
^ShkfuO a very fingnlar temper, and has 
jQt^y^'been taught that the fifter of ber 
fMtter Sir Hildebrand difgraced hcrfelf by 
mafrrying my father. She has on a thoii- 
fahd occafions given me to underftand^ 
tdjt the fmall portion of the Rayland 
bldod which I have the honour to boafl,^. 
is much debafed by having mingled with' 
that of a plebeian ; and that the blood of 
my children being ftill a degree farther re- 
moved from^ the Rayfandsj (he cannotcon*- 
fider them as belonging to the family,- 
which is in her opinion extinft — ^She means? 
therefore to perpetuate its remembrance by 
the only method in which '(he believes (he 
can do it worthily ;• and, after giving her 

fervants confiderable legacies perhaps 

G 5 fomethin^ 
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fomething toOrlandoh^-cahavc recoorfc^ 
^ commoa refuge of pefthumous pridcy 
and» wkblidrlairge landed efla^es, co'^ndow 
mihofpicalji which (h^l becaUeda^bei Imt 



name.-*. 



The General exclaimed loudly agaic^ 
fuch a method of fettling her pFoperty ; 
but, afcer bearing on what Mr. Stim^ive 
founded his opinion,, he agreed )li^' k 
feenoed bat too probable; " Aiid yet," 
added he> '^^ it appears to be more theiote* 
icft of thefe fervants, by whom yoa fay Ae 
is governed, that the edateihould deicetidta 
an individual — particularly that )of< the old 
houfekeeper, who, from what I can niako 
out of the fcraps I have picked up here 
and there about this Monimia, feenos to 
have a. plan of drawing in your yaungeft 
fon to marry her i and of courfc it mufb-bc 
her wifli that be (bould be Mrs. Rayland^s 
heir.'* 

*' I have not difcovered/' replied Soaie«- 
rive, «« in all I have colieded from Orlaen- 
do, that the- aunt is At all privy ita their 
attachment. But that indeed may be her. 

art— 



itft-^*-She pofle(n»-{iK>re than> aimoft any 
woman I ever knew; and>had ifbec much 
'fefs^ fli£ mtift know that t^c bm^e ibfpician 
of fuch an intriguey lOn tiMr piazx of iMes« 
Rayland, would occafion the difgrace «rfOf- 
lando^lie expulfion of the girl froii the 
bonfe— and perhaps the rnin of herfelfy^if 
tbeieaft idea occurred of her beings of their 
coiinfel/* . ^ 

•^ Upon the wbolc^ then, my friend;*' 
cried the General, « I think that the pwt- 
'fing Orlando into fome profeffion irritae- 
diately feems the only prudent i rtieafure 
i itfou 'can take; This will probably afcertain 
. Mrs. Rayland^s interiiions, if they are Iri 
his favour ; and, if they are not, will re- 
move him from 4 fituation which appear* 
ID my mind a thoufand times more likely 
. io ruin hiql for life, than even thofe imprh- 
dences of which you complain in his brb* 
ther : for be aflured, my dear Sir, a young 
fellow 19 never fo completely ruined as 
»when he has married foolifbly — Every 
other fqlly is retrievable ; but art engage- 
snetit of that (or t blads a iHan'i fortune for 
'G 6 ever i 



ever : and the wifcft thiog he qan do after- 
warcU is to h^ngi bimrelf/' . ^ 

Though Mv..SQ9^Tiyef^ wha was not* a 
^ringpi ;of thei.WQdd.i'':and wlto bad cspe^ 
rieaced many years of happtOje&* witkn 
woman whom he married for love> was by 
no means ojf Tracy's opinion as to marriages; 
of afG^ion in general, be iaw the.vaFiei:7^fQ£ 
evils fuch a marriage would bring Qn.iQrlan»« 
do^ in fis fljong a light aS: his friciMl could 
reprefefit them. He therefore eptirely ac« 
quiefced in the neceffity of his being remov- 
ed from Rayland Hall ; .and. waited } with 
impatience for Orbndo> account of what 
had pafled in that conference which he had 
undertaken to bold with the old lady, on the 
fiibjedt of his entering the army* 

Juft as he parted from General Tracy^ 
who about an hour and a half be£3re din^ 
ner retired to his toilet, Orlando appeared. 
on horfeback. His father met him j and 
bidding him join him in the garden as. 
foon as he had put his horfe in the ftable,^ 
he walked thither — Orlando in a. moment 
attended him. '' Well,'' laid Mr. Somcr 

rive 



rive gravely, *^ have yow had aiv opportu- 
nity of con verfing with Mrti- Ray land on 
Uiis matter ^ i ha^w it treiy- Houi^ iiito*'e at 
heact$ and a«ii'dd;ermiiiediha€ yoiir(ban'be 
itEBOV^d'firom your prefenr 6titixioti, unlefs^ 
what is not to^ be expcdiedi flie figtnfies hdr 
poficivo refolotion to make you very ample 
amcfQ^ifef your I0& of timti and gi Vets -me 
afliflrtbCBf of •iu-' - • /'■■••- '^ ^• 
L^ Qflaiido> in this peremptory^ determina- 
tkm of his fadier^ fancied he faw* the machi« 
nations of his brother to get him away fromf 
the Halt; but, witboet ^xpfeffing any part 
ofitbe pain (%iich a fufpiciiln gave him, h^ 
filtered, -^ Yen know, my dear Sir, that 
in our laft conference on this ftibjeft, I at 
fured you of what I now dcfire to repeat, 
that' I live only tof obey ydu ; but! have 
had no epporttinity of fpeaking to Mrs. 
Raylaod'bn this fiibjeft ; for when I faw 
her on*thc firft evening of my return to 
the Hall, it was witlv great difficulty I 
could appeafc the anger (he felt at our hav- 
ing dined with Stockton/* 
!« She knew it then?" 

•'Oh, 
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<* Oh, yes S— — Lcnnard and Pattenfoii 
take care fl>e fhall know every thing. 
Ai length, however, I bad the good for- 
tune, not only to obtain a reosiffion of my 
offence, but to engage her to invite .-erur 
fri^niiy and the General to dine at her table 

/ on Thurfday, when the tenants' feaft i« to 
be held at the Hall. Mrs. Rayknd^qMes 
herfclf on (hewing the Generaly whom (be 
refpedts as a man of family, a fpecimen ef 
old £ngli(h hofpitality, in oppofiition to the 
modern profufion of the Caftle— and her 

_de(ire to obtain his fufFrage in favour of the 
ancient mode of living at Rayland .HaB, 
has performed what no other conitderatioa 
would have efied]t^. This unexpeded 
project entered her head. the moment I 
had defcribed our vifit ; and all yefterday 
was paded in conftdcring about it, and de- 
bating with Lennard whether (he (hould 
be well enough. To-day it is decided 
liiat (he (hall, and I am fent with the invita- 
tion, which certainly you and my mother 
and (ifters will accept ; ancj I fuppofc Ge- 
Ueral Tracy will oblige us by gpingaMb.'* 

«^Of 



. *^ Of that there cart be no doubt," re- 
plied .Mn Sooieri ve, . 

^' I thought,' 'therefore*' added Orlando, 
^ tb&t you and die General might have aa 
opportunity, during the courfe of the day, 
of introducing the converfation relative to ^ 
my entering the army ; and that it would 
'be perhaps better than my abruptly dif- 
idbfing what may, in fome of her humours, 
appear to Mrs. Ray land as a deiire on my 
part to quit her.** 

*• You have certainly given my ancient 
couiin love powder, Orlando,** faid Mr. 
Somerive fmiling; " for Incverhc^d that, 
«€vcn in her younger days, (he (hewed for 
any body as much affedion as fhe lately 
has done to you/* 

•* ' And yet,** replied Orlando, " I am 
almoft certain that it goes no farther than 
a little prefent kiadnefs, or perhaps a fmall 
legacy.** 

Mr. Somerive, feeling that this was too 
probable, and was indeed what he had juft 
before been repeating to General Tracy, 
fighed deeply — and bidding Orlando go 

7 with 



widi his m^^e of laTitation to his mo^ 
thcr and fillers, he feac up the card to the 
General ; and tbcn wear go his udial cir- 
cmc rocnd his &nxi^ defiring Orlando to 
fbiT dinaer. 
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ORLANDO returned u> Rayland Hall 
in the evening, carrying with him the 
moft polite anfwer from General Tracy ; 
apd> from his own family, affurances of the 
grateful pleafure with .which they accepted 
Mrs. Rayland*s invitation for the following 
Thurfday. Poor Monimia too> though 
ihe was to have no other part in this fefti- 
vity than to aflift her aunt in preparing for 
it> heard with fatisfadion from Orlando 
that it was fixed, becaufe (he believed that 
this unufual civility towards his family and 
their gueft was an indubitable mark of 
Mrs. Rayland 's increafing afFedion for him. 
Orlando, however, who from his father's 
laft converfation, and from his perfuafion 
that Mrs. Rayland would not oppofe it, faw 
that his departure was certain, and would 
foon happen, thought it cruel to encou- 
rage the flattering imprelfions which the 

foft 
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foft heart of Monimia fo readily received, 
and which he had himfelf taughc her to 
cherifti when they were apparently much 
lefs likely to be realifed. He therefore, 
when they met this evening, renewed, what 
he had fometimes diftantly touched upon 
before, the probability that he mud foon 
enter the army, and quit^ at leaft for a time, 
the rpot which, while (he remained on -K, 
contained all that gave value to hi& Ufi}. 
The tender, timid Monimia» in whoTe id6i 
itvery kind of danger was attendant on the 
Dameof foldier, was thunderftruck with this 
intelligence : and it was not till OrUin4P 
hMd tried every argument to footh and con- 
fole her, that (he was able to (hed tears. 
** Could we hope, my Monimia," faid he 
when be found her compofed enough to 
liften to him — " could we hope to conti- 
nue as we are, and to converfe thus qndif- 
covered for years to come, tell me if there 
is not too much bitter rningled with the 
few tranlient moments of happinefs, to 
make us reafonably wijh to continue it ? 
When we meet, is it not always in fear and 

apprehcnfion ? 
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apprehenfion? and are t^e not ever liable 
to the fame alarm as that from which you 
fuffered fo cruelly three weeks fince ?— 
Alas ! even now we are in the power of an 
unprincipled ruffian^ who^ though he ap- 
peared willing to engage for mutual fccre* 
cy^ may, in a fit of drunkennefs^ betray us; 
Of, through mere infolence, tell— becaufe 
be has the power of telling. He did not 
4it you;' but h* ktiows^ and indeed fd 
^loes Patcenfoti^' that fomebody was wifh 
IBC ; and the very jealoufy that mifleads 
the old rogue Pattenfon, will perhaps 
«Mke him watch and difcover us. I need 
Aor^ Monimia^ defcribcall I Ihould fuffer 
for yoii if that were to happen ; nothing 
would remain for us but to fly together : 
and furely I need not add, that if I did not 
fear to expofe you, my angel, to the mifc- 
lies of poverty, I would, without hazard* 
ing a difcovery, fly to-morrow ; but I am, 
you know, unde): age, and we could not 
marry in England. If I was thus to dif- 
oblige my father, he would abandon me for 
ever^ and from Mrs. Rayland I could ex- 

peft 
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pcft notbinfg. Such is the melancholy 

train of thought 1 have been compcUcd 

to admic in rcflefting oa our prefcnt fuua- 

tion. Perhaps the line of life that is pr6>* 

pofed for me is the only one ibat we can 

with hope look forward to for the future^? 

— He paufed a moment : Monimia. ftifled 

the fobs that convulfed • her bolbm ; (hf 

could not fpeak, but fat with I^ec ba^dker* 

chief to her eyes, and her head refting oa 

her hand, while he proceeded**— ^^ It is cer« 

tain that I mud tear myfelf from you ; that 

i mud edter on a new £cene .of Itfe^ %tkA 

perhaps encounter fome ^diffic^ic^ iao4 

hardlhips: but would you not defpife a 

man of my age, who would not fo purehiiic 

independence.^ If I have a profeffion, I 

(hall have fomething oa which to depend, 

if Mrs, Rtyland will not, and my father 

cannot provide for me ; fomething on 

which, if I have tolerable fortune, I noay 

in a few years be enabled to fop port my 

Monimia. Can I, ought I with fuch hopes 

to hefitate ?'* 

^lallow;"^ 
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f * I allow," replied Monimia with a deep 

I—" I allow that you- ought ( not." 
. << .While General 'Tracy lives/* refumed 
Orlando, " he will be my friend ; at lead 
fiich are his promifes to my father. He 
iffures him that be will make a point of 
Diy fpeedy promotion ; and his iocer^ft i& 
Bcitainty fuch as ieaves no doubt of bis 
bavixig the power to do it/* 
*j^^ Ah, Orlando r* faid Monimia in a. 
low and broken voice, ^^ you fpeak only o£ 
dbc good, and forget or conceal the eviL* 
What if you are maimed^ or killed i What 
then becomes of Monimia, who could noi 
die too, but mud live perhaps the moil de- 
folate and miferable creature upon earth y^ 
» ^^ General Tracy/' replied Orlando, 
<f ha^ aflured my father, that the regiment 
iof which; he means to procure me acorn* 
Ijaiflion, and for which they are now re- 
pruning, is about to be immediately re- 
called from America, where the war mufl: 
vjcry foon teuminate in favour of England, 
and that therefore I (hall certainly- not be 
ij^nt abroad : he even fays, that as foon as 

I have 
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I have my commiflion, it is highly pfo« 
bable that I (hall be ordered into this coun- 
try on a recruiting party, and may take up 
my quarters for two or three months in this 
neighbourhood." 

Thefe reafonable arguments^ joined to 
the flattering hope that Orlando mighty 
though he entered on a profeffion by which 
he would, (he believed, become independ-' 
ent, ftill remain in England, and even be 
ccca(ionally in his native county, added- 
to the conviAion that they could not long 
contitiue to fee each other ^without bring 
difcovered, reconciled Monimia to the 
thoughts of his accepting the commiilion: 
offered to him by the General ; and (he be- 
came more calm, and able to talk of it 
with fome degree of compdfure. Orlando, 
on their parting for that time, befought 
her to affure him that (he would make, her- 
felf eafy, and learn to think of his deftina* 
tion rather as a matter of fatisfadtion than 
apprehenfion. Monimia promifed all he 
defired : but (he was no fooner alone than 
her apprebeniioos again returned, and the 

lad 
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fad poffibilities that (he had before enume- 
rated recurred in all their terrors to her 
imagination. To thefc many were added 
of which (he dared not fpeak to Orlando ; 
the fears that he might forget her ; and 
that when once entered on new fcenes, and 
among all the beauty, elegance, and ac* 
cdmplifliments which flie read of in fnaga- 
zijies and newfpapers, the humble Monimia 
would be remembered no longer. This 
fccmed to herfo probable, and was fodiftref- 
fing to her heart, that fhe thought fhc could 
better endure almoft every other evil. Sleep 
pefufed to banifii thefe cruel ideas from her 
mind; and the morning broke, and called 
her from- her reftlcfs bed to her talk of at* 
tending on her aunt in the houfefceeper's 
room^ before fhe could find any comfort 
in any of her refleftions, unlefs it was the 
hope that Mrs. Rayland might oppofe the 
fcheme of fending Orlando away, fince 
Monimia perfuaded herfelf that (he every 
day became fonder of his company. 

Monimia appeared before her aunt fo 
pale^ from want of ileep^ and from the 

acute 
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Kutc unea£nc(s (he had undergone, that 
Mrs. Lcnnaidy nocwkhflaoding her ufual 
inucubilicT^ took notice of it. 

** Hey*day» girl!" cried (he, " why 
u hat's the matter now? Why you look, 
I proidly as if you had been up all night t 
Fiay what have you been about ?'* 

'* About, aunt V* faid Nlonimia, while 
a faint blUh, excited by fear and confciouf- 
nefs, wavered a moment on her dieekT" 
** I have been about nothing." 

*^ That is what you generally are about, 
I thinks" replied Mrs. Lennard harflily. 
'^ But I fuppofe you have been fining 
lip after fome nonfenfe or other — ^^'ith your 
books or your writing. I (hall put an end 
to Madam Betty's career, I promife you; I 
know (he lets you have candles, and gets 
books for you out of the Study, though I 
have time after time forbidden her to do 
any fuch thing." 

Monimia, willing to let it be thought 
that Betty did do fo, rather than e3u:ite any 
other fufpicion by denying it, only faid 
mildly — *' I hope, dear aunt, there is no 

harm 
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^rcn ia my trying to improve myfelf, if I 
io.not thertCnre negleft what you order 
[DC CO do?" 

«* ImproTcyourfclf^.— Yes, truly, a pretty 
Improvcmcnt-p-Your chalky fiice and pad- 
ied eyes arc mighty improvements : and 
rd be glad to know what good your read- 
igig does you, but to give you a hankering 
iftcr what you've no right to expedl ? Aa 
improved lady will be above helping me, I 
fuppofe, very foon.** 

" When 1 am^ my dear aunt/* anfwered 
Monimia, ** it will be time enough for 
you to forbid my reading; but, till then, 
pray don't be angry if I endeavour to 
obtain a little common inftrudiion." 

** Don't be impertinent,*' exclaimed Mrs. 
Lennafd; ** don't be infolent — for if 
you are, Mifs, this houfe is no place for 
y4>u. — ^I fee already the blcQed efFefts of 
your reading— you fancy yourfelf a perfon 
of confequence : but I fljall take care to 
put an end to it ; for, if Betty fupplies you 
with candles, I'll difcharge htr." 

^* She has not indeed, my dear aunt," 

Vol. II. H iaid 
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ftid Monimia^ whofe generous mind could 
DOC bear that another fliould fuSer >for* 
her. 

" She has not ! — what has (he not?'* cm- 
quired Mrs. Lcnnard. • !• 

<< She has not lately fupplied me with 
candles," replied Monknia. 

'< How is it, then/' cried Mrs» Leninanly 
fixing on her a flern and enquiring isye,: 
** that light is fomctimes, aye and very 
lately too, feen from your window, at hours 
when your own candle is taken away, and 
when you ought to be in bed ?" . 

To this Monimia could anfwer notbiBgi 
but tliat it was true (he had now and then 
iaved a piece of wax candle herfelf ; but, 
in order to put an end to an enquiry 
which had already made her tremble, with 
the mod cruel apprehenfions, (he endea- 
voured lefs to account for what bad hap« 
peneda and which (he could not deny, 
than to appeafe her aunt by very earneft 
afiiirances that what offended her (bpuld 
liappcn no morej and tbatj fioce (he fo much 

. difliked 



6if!ik'ed her reading of a ilight, iht vtould 
nfe^cr^-^iin ^afake ft. "■■^'' - -i- ^- ' " '- ^ 
Mrs* Lennard feemcd to be fomewhaft 

while Monimia was \^th many tears re* 
pcsiring^thetn,: her fiette eyes wef« fixed on 
the countenance of her trembling niece" 
wl*«'lGbfc of qtiiftionihg doubt, ^hkh 
rAOt ^btiithh (hriiik wich dread— for it' 
ftftried to intiniare that more was fuf- 
Rested than was expreflcd. 
*'^At« teHgth, however, (he cdndefcended 
to appear pacified j' ailcl fufrimohii% Betty 
a&f ^63iif bf the* maidiferva^nft^ Ihfe gave 
tfctei theif^ employments in preparing for 
tiic grand dinner : theh ordering Mdnimia 
i6 take her fhare, ktid thcfuperintehdence^^ 
of khtf whole^ ftfe niturne^ t6 'thfe ^rlbur i 
ahd poor MbtiiniU^ glad ^6 Be lelikved 
frdm her prefenfie, proceeded as cheerfully 
ift her tafk as her mekficholy refle<%ioni 
on what had pafled wltH Orlando the 
Jffit^ding' night, And htt rieWly^XK^aken- 
ed^ dreaif' W^r ^O^Wil^^TiibA*^ ^Would 
allow her 10 da 

H z Ut. 
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Mr. Somerive was much at a lofs to 
know how to aft in regard to his eldeft 
fon : fondly flattering himfelfthat this be- 
loved fon had fcen the dangerous errors of 
his former conduft, he could not bear the 
idea of fhewing any refentment at what was 
paft, or that, by his being left out of the 
party going to Rayland Hall, he (hould be 
confidered as an exile from the favour of 
Mrs. Rayland ,• yet, to let him go without 
an invitation, he knew, would give of- 
fence, and he knew not how to fet about 
obtaining one. Orlando, who pafled a- few 
moments with him in the courfe of the pre- 
ceding- Wednefday, faw his father's un- 
cafinefs, becaufe he had felt fomeihing of 
the fame kind himfelf about his brother; 
and he generoufly, though without making 
any merit of it, undertook to remove this 
fource of vexation, by engaging Mrs. Ray- 
land to invite him. This was an arduous 
talk, as the old Lady had not feen him 
for more than two years, ' and during th^ 
time had heard only ;.evjl; reports of his 
CQuduft. The offence he had given her 
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by aflbciating with the Stockton fet, and 
even joining in thofe trcfpafles of which 
flie believed (he had fo much reafon to 
complain, had embittered her mind againd 
him, even more^than bis gaieties and ex- 
travagance :— -yet Orlando, by alluring 
Mrs. Rayland that he was now fenfible of 
)hs qrror, that he was come home with a re- 
JfokitioA to remain with his family,. and that 
it > would difcourage him in the career of 
itformatioR if (he did not feem ready to 
forgive, and again confider him as a part 
of it, fo flattered her felf*confequence, and 
ibothed her refentment, that (he agreed to 
receive Philip as one of her guefts, and 
€ommi(Coned Orlando to carry an invitation 
to his brother : nor could (lie, with all her 
natural feverhy of temper, and little fend- 
bility to great or generous ad ions, help be- 
ing affeded by the noble difintereftcdnefs of 
her young fiivourite, who thus laboured to 
reconcile to her a brother who would 
have been con(idered by moft young men 
as a formidable rival in her favour, and 
kave been a(fiduoufly kept at the di(tance 
H3 - to 
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to which he had' thrown himfelf. 'This;ex* 
ahed goodhcfs of heart (he ppt ^vM» tM 
imediatdly to the acxrount •of the^^ ^Royi&nd 
bloody and Tn'{iraiiing >Orfendb'^ CD flift^ 
Lcnnard, to whom (tic how ofraa i^okeibf 
him with pleafure, (he riemarked^tbaiDjiie 
every day became more and. more like tke 
Rayland family—*** Whai <kve ejTtoftbe 
young man has r* cried flie^;'.^ andhod^ 
they flafhed fire when be was i]ileadto8<ftr 
that fad brother of bis with fo .mucb'AM^ 
neftnefs ! — And then when I Teemed vriUintg 
to oblige him, what a fine oounteofoacf}^^ 
could ahnoft have fancied it was m]^grl|fiA* 
father's pidlure walked que of its fiiamltj 
if it had not been for the difference of 
drefs!" . „ 

Mrs. Lennard afTented^ and encounig^ 
every favourable idea her Miftrefs entet* 
tained of Orlando ; but^all this while a mine 
was proceeding againft him, of which the 
fuccefs would inevitably ruin all hi& hopes. 

This originated in the jealoufy of Pat- 

tenfon, who, whatever favour he obtained 

by dipt of prefenrs and-moacy<from his 

^ coquettifh 



coquctltth dulcine^, could neverdlvreftl^ai^ 
ictf o£vhi5 appr^hen^Qns cha; .Qi'lai^dQ. yif^ 
SL iiicoJfsfol' riyaj> ..This, crud fcar.ha^ 
takcin ipofibifiOiY >of his. .ipU]|d<Iong (s^ffbrf 
kbe ^difcovcry of J<iixas j Wilkinsi ;, anjl 
Abtwitliftanding the girl's folemn <protcil^ 
^ibns2!that (he w-as^ in ther .9wa' bed, f t tji^ 
ttmefttt vw acculed^of J;)eiAg wkh Qt;^ 
imA^m bis Study, and the offers of the 
ifbdyM who lived in the fame room to 
tfMfiiin tbis' by her Bi^le oaib, Pattenfoi^ 
%Ould liever be perfuaded but that it was 
Btoy{' Jmrielf ( bccaufe^ having not the 
flighttft fiufpicion of Monimia^ who wa^^ 
he kiievr^ locked in by her aunt every 
jnigbti he believed that it was impofiible 
it could be any other perfon. Betty, in 
order lo teafe him, fometimes afici^ed to 
be confcious that the accufation was true^ 
while (he perfifted in denying it ; and Or« 
lando. rather encouraged than reprelTed a 
notion-' that prevented any conjefturea 
which n;iight have glanced towards Mo- 
nitnia. : : . 
For three weeks, therefore, this uneafy 
H 4 fufpicioa 
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fufpicion had corroded the bofom of the 
amorous though vencrabfe Mr. Pattcn- 
fon, who, greatly as he loved his eafe, re* 
figned it to the gratification of his re« 
Tcnge ; and who determined to detcft 
Betty, and in doing fo thought he fliould 
have an opportunity cf ruining Orlando 
with his Lady, and thus getting out of his 
way a rival who might one diiy be his 
Mailer; and whom he hated, not only oa 
account of his love» but of his intereft; fof 
fo highly had he been in favour wkh all 
the three ladies, that each had, in dyings 
given him a very confiderat^ legacy, an^ 
recommended hira to thefurvivor ; and h« 
did not doubt but that, on the deceafe of 
his prefent Miftrefs, he (hould find his pro^ 
perty inferior to that of few gentlemen in 
the county. 

The gradual increafe, therefore, of the 
favour fhewn to Orlando did not at all 
pleafe him; biit his attempts to injure him 
with Mrs. Rayland had never fucceeded, 
and began to be difpleafing to her. Still, 
however, he knew that, if Orlando were 

detected 



dcCC(9be(J of ,an intrigpe with one of her 
womeii-feriKants, it^wjas act offence which 
Mrs.vRayJend* would .never pardon i and 
ibongfa thi5 clifcovery would certainly occa-» 
fioo'the.iiifcharge of the fair Helen for 
whom he figb<:d, Pattenfon wasfure diat Or* 
kndo could not take her into his protcc- 
iM^cpinifor.waiit. of .money; whiie, being dit 
mjtffQil without . a choiTader by the two in* 
cxocable veftals, his Lady and her com- 
panioi>, the girl would be glad to make 
tei:ni8 with him ; and he was quite rich 
f«}PUgh,;o undertake to keep her in fome 
9^ the., neighbouring t^wns, till (lie might 
be; fupplajited by fome newer objeftt 

Such were the £j:)Cculations of the poli- 
tic Pattenfon ; bur, like many other politi- 
cianjSy he purfued, amoxig the many crooked 
paths before him, that which led him from 
his purpofe. Inflead cf watching Orlando,* 
he fet himfelf to wa:ch Bitty, who never 
went in even with a. mcilage to him in his 
§ft!;i<Jy: without. Patfeniqn foUowiing her;, 
and on tl>e night he engaged her to fit up 
for him, .Uie butleii: . was jconcejaled i« a 
. ' H 5 clofcc 



clofet wichio the fervants' hallj and heard 
all their converfation j and though what 
then paflcd tended dirediiy to prove to 
Pattenfon that he was in an error, he per* 
fuaded himfelf that they fufpedtcd hi? con- 
cealinentj and had agreed upon what t^cy 
fhould fay to miflead him* 

Inftead, therefore, of rejpicing^ to ]ind 
his fufpicions were not confirmed, ^e was 
only irritated to find that his attempts to 
detcft the fuppofed lovers were baflkd; 
and he redoubled his vigilance in watcljing 
Betty, and engaged one of the footi^ifn in 
the fame office. This was the fame man 
%ho had feen Orlando crofs the park one 
MiOrning at a very early and uhufual hour, 
and who then taking him oJi a diftance fof 
a poacher, had purfued and ftopjped Km i 
circumftances which the fellow, who was 
the mere creature of Pattenfon, liad after* 
wards related to him, with conje^lu'rei as 
to the reafon of OrlandoV appearance that 
had helped to raife higher tKofe fufptdons 
Pattenfon had before entertained* ; 

That Mrs, Ray land had determined to 
z have 



havc'eottpany at Her own tabfei kttd par^ 
tici:d^ariy t^c Fafiiil y of ' Sofeerivfe; orf the 
day%f thii ffenifitf^'feift, waS;ia rtrriblc 
Vgxafii6n to Httenifori— ^wlfO,'irtftea3of^^ 
fidihg like the maftef of the houfc in-the 
' hall, would now be Only the butler at the 
, fide-board in the great dining-room ; and 
io'cAag'rirt for the confequence he thus 
*'l6if, Was added the tnortification of knotting 
that while he (hould be bufied in attending 
on his Lady up' ftairs, Orlando, who on 
'ttiefe occafions, which happened twice a 
^cjaf; always mingled with the young far- 
mers, wduld have all xhti ladies ai the halL 
to' himfelJF. 

It had been the cuftom of the houffe, time 
knmemorial, for the landlord, receiving 
' Ks Michaelmas rents, to give the moft 
mimerOudy-attended entertainment of the 
year,, and to allow the tenants*" fons and 
daughters, their friends, and the fervants of 
the family, to have a fiddle in the great hall. 
The Mrs, Raylands, notwidiftanding the 
fiate in which they had been educated, had 
been always, during their youth, led to the 
H 6 co«\^^scs[ 
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company by their father, andj accompsu— 
nied by Lady Ray land »^ had each gon^ 
down one dance with £bme neighbour—^ 
ing gentleman wha was invited on pur*^ 
pofe, or with tlie chaplain^ of the &mily.. 
Thofe days^ though long fioce paft, wirfi< 
almoft all the witncffes of their feflivity^ 
-were ftill: recolledcd by Mr^a. Raylandwitli 
fome degree of pleafure ; and as (he ad* 
hered moft fcrupuloufly to cAA cuftoms,. 
however unlike her ufiiaL mode of life, thi5\ 
fort of ruftic ball givea to the tenants had 
always been kept up, excep^in thofe-twa 
years that were marked by the death 06^ 
two of the ladies. — Mrs. Lennard and Mft 
.Pattenfon, who had long prefided at them^ 
loved die gaiety of the fcene, and the cob- 
feqwenee they had in it, as they were coa- 
fidered as the mailer and millrefs of the 
feaft ; for thoiigh Mi's. Ray land' ©ncei ufcd 
to go clown to honour it with her prefence 
for ten minutes, Ibc had now left off that 
cuftom, from age and infirmity; and her 
fervants, to whom it was attended with 
fome trouble and lofs of time, had pre- 

fuaded 



Ifaaded her that (lie \^as always, ill after 
fucb an exertion. It was^ therefore, ufual 
with her to. fiip on this ajiriiverfary fotne- 
wfeat earlier thaa ordinary, aiid to go to 
her bcd^ difmiffipg Leonard to her poft of 
miftrefs^ of thfe revel^ with a (Irift^ charge 
to her to watch afliduoufly againft the in- 
ttfofion^of dnmkcnnefs or impropriety ; to 
fee that all the guefts withdrew in due fca- 
fon^ and quite fober; and to fettle every 
tiring after their departure for the decoruriX: 
a^d tranquillity of d^e next day. 
i' Mjs. Leanard had in general adhered 
to. thefe good rules, though flie thought 
herfelf at liberty a litde to vary from thet» 
in the dctaih Thus (he deemed it no breach 
of the regularity her Lady recommended, 
if ibe acceded to the earned folicitationsof 
a. handfamc. young farjner,: who, as fhe 
.was perfuaded,. left the buxom damfel his 
partner, purely for the gratification of gp- 
ing down a dance with her; though it 
fometiffie? happeaed that her intereft in the 
renewal of a leafe^or fome building want- 
ing 00 the farm,, for which Ihe could ef- 

fedu^l^ 
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feftually intercede, were more powerful 
motives than even the honour oir the ptej- 
furc thus obtained^ — notwithffandihg Mrt. 
Lennard's affertion, which was prbbably 
true, that (he had learned to dance of die 
dancing- matter who taught the firft DuRC 
of Cumberland and all the Princcfles, 'ahjd 
that (he was celebrated for her excellence 
in that accomplifhment, particufai'ly' littf 
great agility in the rigadoon. - * '* 

This rigadoon, like all early and pfesfihg 
acquirements, was dill recollected witli gra^ 
titude for the fame it had obtained foifhiirj 
and notwithftanding the lapfe ctf yearj,. 
and fome rheumatic complaints,' thk cOtdii 
occafionally introduce fome of its crigtnit 
graces into her country dance, fc'is tmc 
(he never performed above one or twi at 
moft; but what fhe did^ (he piqueci lierfclf 
upon executing with a degree of fpirft, 
which made all the operators in cotillon 
fteps,and alleniands, " hide their dimihi&* 
cd** heels. But, now alas ! a fall (he got a 
few months before, and the cruel and cow- 
ardly attack of the rheumatifm on the limb 

while 
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while it was in a difabled (late, had put an 
tad to the exhibition ' of this rigadoon ftep 

•for ever. Yet, with the truefpirit of per- 
(everance, Mrs. Lcnnard, though (be danceii 
no more, loved to overlook the dancers, 
and not having the fame reafons a$ Pat- 
tenfon had to diflike the party propofed, 
had with all her intereft promoted it — feel- 
ing, probably, that the pleafure (he re- 
iSgned in the country-dance •* with her 
rigadoon ftep/' would be amply made up 
to her in appearing no longer as only 
houfe-keeper and attendant, but in the 
capacity of a companion and friend to 
Mrs. Rayland 5 for, now her Lady was fo 
infirm, (he was introduced in that charadler 

.whatever company might be in the houfe. 

^Far as (lie was advanced in years, to adorn 

^her perfon was her foible 5 and (he rcfle<9E- 
ed with fome pleafure on the fmart and 

well-fancied drefs with which (he intended, 

1^ ■ « * 

on this important Thurfday, to aftoniffi 
and out(hrne the Somerive family. Of this 
Wiity, however, poor Monimia was the 

victim ; 
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vi&im; for^ afcer many dcbaies about wiut 
(he fliould wear, Mrs. Lenoapd found fome- 
tbmg todo to every ariide of hcn.dneft. 
Tbele akerations were entruiled^^ Mom- 
tnia;andat night when Orlando fought bef^ 
as ufual, in the hope that he might pafs an 
hour with her in her own room, . he found 
her not only indulged with candles^^., which 
Imd been fo lately prokibitedy but weep* 
ing over a taik which (he doubted wheilusr 
it would be poffible for hec to iinifti^ in 
the tixne afligned her, to her aunt^s . fatit 

faftion. ,, . 

Orlando had 4 particular intercft:in.hcr 
appearing to advantage the next day ;. kfc, 
though he knew (he would not be- allowed, 
nor did he wi(h her to be £een ajnoog 
the guefts, he had imagined a projeft to 
introduce her and his fifter Selina to each 
other while every other perfon was en- 
gaged. The more he reflefted on' this 
fcheme, the more pra6licable it appearedi 
and the more it flattered llis imagination. 
He, therefore, could not bear to think that, 

between 
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biCfB^een fatigue and fretting, the beauty he 
bad^faid fomucli of to Setina (hould noi 
he^Akewin aU its brilliancy. *^ You (half 
DOty 'Ifaid he^^^ Monimia, go with me .t6r 
iM^ghc, bui you (hail go to bed; and if 
thofe curfed things muft be done, you may 
finifh them in the morning/' 
-r^A Ah^ no !■'. replied Monimia, wiping 
M^theitearsy which on fo Hight an occa* 
SlK^&twM aibamed of letting him fe&-r 
^* no^iOrlando, not fb— *I muft neither pa{$ 
thefenext four or five hours with you, or in 
my bed J but muft (it up and finifh this : for 
Tarn very fure that, with the dawn of the 
meaning, my aunt, without confidering 
how. little time (he has allowed me for this 
bufineis, will fummon me to that which 
muft go. forward in the houfe^-keeper's 
roprrij and that, to-morrow, I Iball have 
the jellies and fyllabubs to make, to give 
out every thing to the cook,, and to help in 
ajl the made di(hes : perhaps I (hall never 
fit down ten minutes from the time I get 
up till dinner is fent in : and therefore 

wllat 
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Vfhn I have to do of this fort, mull' be 
done to-night.** 

•* Curfe on the rldiraloiw, oftentatioA 
«Id woman !** exclaimed Orlando; ** I «ito* 
not bear to think of your being fo fas 
tigued !*• * 

^* Do not/* faid Monimia with an M)» 
gelic fmilc — ^' do not let Us, ttif ^kii 
friend, be rendered uneafy by triflet?,* wfhA 
it is bdt too probable that we fhtM hiSrt% 
many real forrows fo foon to contend WitK 
What is the lofs of a few hours reft ? and 
of how many hours have not I Voltihtkri!^ 
deprived myfclf ! Bcfides,^* addeS flie, fec^ 
ing him gaze on her with a look of deep 
concern, «^ to finifti the whole is not f* 
great an effort as I foolilhly, from low ff»i* 
rits, owing perhaps to thinking too much 
on the converfation of laft night, at firft re- 
prefented it to myfelf. However, Orlando, 
inRead of my going down to your room, I 
muft fit here." 

^^ And I muft not rcmab with you?* 
?aed he. ^ 

" A little 
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, •♦ A littfc.while yoja may,:' replied Mo* 
nimia ; << but fpeak low — I fliall notrdo my 
piilUnery: ihe.< ^vjorfe for yaw ficcing >by 
OS* if you. will Njt. be. cs^oi aod reafoat 
able-" 

They then began to confult on the prot 
{K^e^^xneeting of the next day. MofiiEnia 
^;f;ibU0 a$ it was talked of ; y^( pleafurQ 
)|ffif;,miogl€d<,with the apprehen^on with 
jBphioU OcL^ thought of being made ac« 
qu^med with any of his relations^ particu* 
{^ly with his beloved Selina, whom he re* 
ncefented as a, fecopd felf» It was fettled^i 
after foine litde debate on the fubjedt, that 
when every part of the family were en* 
g^g^ in the hall, Monimia (hould, at an 
hour fixed upon^ find her way in the dark 
to the Study ; not through the chapel, but 
by the ufual way through the houfe ; and 
that Selina ftiould be brought there by her 
brother immediately afterwards, where they 
might remain half an hour unfufpe£ted, and 
with piuch lefs hazard than in Monimia's 
room. This being arranged, Orlando en- 
treated 
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treated her to fpare herfelf as much as poffi- 
blc ; and having extorted a promife from 
her, that when (he found herfelf fatigued 
(he would endeavour to fleep, he reluc- 
tantly kfc licr. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP- VIH. 



i JTONIMIA, fecnre of the tendereft 
^JL afFedion of her lover, bore, with- 
ut more repining, the little hard(hips to 
rhidi her fituation expofed her :— but her 
rind looked forward, in mournful antici- 
arion, to the time when (he (hould no 
)nger hear that foothing voice lending 
er courage againft every tranfient evil ; 
D longer receive continual affurances of ' 
hie ardour and gcnerofity of his attach- 
ncnt ; and find in his difinterefted love, his 
ttentive friendlhip, fufEcient confolation 
.gainft her uncertain or uneafy deftiny. 

To obey him, was the firft wiih of her 
ife; (he therefore endeavoured to drive 
Tom hier mind the melancholy refledlions 
Jiat prevented her repofe, and put off ihei ' 

£nilhing 
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finiOiing her work till ihe next day. At 
foon as it glimmered through her cafement, 
(he arofc to her ta(k ; which hiring fooh 
finiflidd^ (he awaited with a lightened heart' 
the other orders of her aunt. 

The whole houfe was in a buftic— and 
Mrs. Ray land not only in uhufual healthi 
but as anxious for the fplendour and ct- 
cdllence of the entertainment/^s if ffielikd 
a' deeper dcfign than merely to outfliidt 
the newer elegancies of Carloraitte Caftlc# 
All the operations of Mrs. Lennard and 
Ker attendants fucteeded happily. By half 
after two all the guefts were aflemi)led : by 
half after three all the tables groaned un* 
der the weight of venifon and beef. About 
feventy people were affemblcd in the halL 
In the dining parlour the party tonfifted 
of General Tracy, who was placed^at Mrs# 
Ray land's right hand j on her left Mrs# 
Hollybpurn, the wife of the archdeacon 
of that diftridl, a lady of a moll precifc, and 
indeed formidable demeanovur : bppofite to 
her, and next to Mrs. Somerive, Tat the 
Doftor himfelf, a dignified clergy man^ of 

profound 



profound erudition, very fcvcre morals, 
and. very formal manners 5 who was the 
inoft orthodox of men, never fpoke but in 
fcnteoces equally learned and indifpiita* 
bie, and held almofl: all the reft of the 
world in as low eftimation as he confidered 
highly his own family, and above all him« 

f Between her mother and Mr. Somerive, 
Oft the other fide, was placed their only 
daughter andheirefs, Mifs Ann* Jane- Eliza- 
IjIoUybourn, who, equally refembling her 
father ^ and her mother,. was the pride and 
dfljght of both : pofleOing fometbing of 
each of their perfonal perfediqns, (he was 
cpnfidered by them a model of lovelinefs ; 
ai^d her mind was adorned with all that 
money could purchafe. The walnfcoc 
cpm^exion of her Mamma was iiet off by 
the yellow eyebrows and hair of the Doc* 
tqr* His little pug nofe divefted of its 
njulberry hue, which, on the countenance 
ill bis daughter, was pronounced to he U 
Wit nexretrHiffi, united with the thin lips 
drawn up to xpa^e a little mouthy which 

were 
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w<rc peculiar to " his better half/* as he 
iacetiouily called his wife. The worthy 
archdeacon's (hort legs detrafted lefs from 
the height of his amiable daughter, as (he 
had the long waift of her mother, fine fu- 
gar-loaf (houlders that were pronounced 
to be Wremely genteel^ and a head which 
looked as if the back of it had by fomc 
accident been flattened, fince it formed a 
perpendicular line with her back* To dig- 
nify with mental acquirements this epitome 
of human lovelinefs, all that education 
could do had been laviflied ; matters for 
drawing, painting, mufic, French, and 
dancing, had been aflembled around her as 
foon as flie could fpeak ; Ihc learned Latin, 
from her father at a very early period, 
and Qould read any eafy fenrencc in 
Greek; was learned in aftronomy,- knew 
fomething of the mathematics, and, in relief 
of thefe more abftrufe ftudies, read Italian 
and Spanifli. Having never heard any 
thing but l>er own praifes, flie really bcjf 
li^ved herfelf a miracle of knowledge and 
^compliftiments ; and it muft be owned, 

that 
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Ehat an audience Icfs partial than thofe bc- 
fbrc whom flic generally performed, might 
have allowed ttiat (he performed very 
IdAg toncfcrtos, and folos without end, 
i*ith infinite correflnefs, and much execa- 
rion. Then (he made moft inveterate like- 
nefles of many of h^ acqtiaintance ; and 
painted landfcapes, where very green trees 
were reflefted in very blue water. Her 
French was moft grammatically correft, 
though the a?ccent was fomewhat defe6bive ; 
^nd (he knew all manner of hiftory --could 
tell the dates of the moft execrable aftions 
x>f the- moft execrable of human beings— 
and never had occafion to confulr, fo happy 
was her memory, Trufler's Chronology. 
As it was believed, fo it was alTerted by the 
Doftor and his wife, tliat their daughter 
was the moft accompliftied woman of her 
lige and xonntry ; and by moft of their ac- 
•quaintance it was taken for granted. The 
gentlemen, however, whom all thefe ele- 
^ncids were probably dcfigned to attraft^ 
feemed by no means ftruck with them; 
fome of them, who had approached lier on 
VoLj II. 1 the 
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the fiiggeftion of her being an heirefs, bal 
declared that her fortune made no ameodg 
^r her want of beauty ; and others bad 
been alarn>ed by the . acquiifitions which 
went fo much beyond thofe they had 
made themfelves. Thus, at fix^ and-twenqr 
•(though the lady and her parents, for 
ibme reafons of their own, called her nd 
•more than twenty- two), Mifs Holly boura 
•was yet unmarried ! for, of thofe lovers 
who had offered, fome had been rejedcd 
by the Doftor, and fome by herfelf. She 
afFcfted a great indifference, and talked of 
ihe pleafures of purfuing knowledge inaa 
elegant retirement* But it was bbferved, 
that whenever any young men of prefent 
•fortune, or of future expedation, weiein 
the country. Dr. HoUybourn's family re- 
turned the vifits of the ladies to whom 
thefe gentlemen belonged, with unufual 
pun6tuality. 

While they were in this part of the 
world, they always dined once or twice «t 
Ray land Hall, where the Dbdtor was well 
received as a mod pious worthy man, his 

Lady 
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Lady as a very gocxl kind of woman^ and 
Viifs as a mighty pretty fort of a young 
^erfon. Of late the whole family had 
afen into higher favour; for the Doftor 
was the only clergyman in the country 
iround who had refilled the good enter* 
cainment fo profufely given at Carloraine 
ZsSHCf and had refufed to viiit a man who 
kept a miftrefs* He had even gone far* 
thcr^.and preached a fermon which all hin 
congregation faid pointed immediately at 
Mr. Stockton; but as Mr. Stockton did 
act hear it, and having heard it would not 
have cared for it, the reproof only edified 
his hearers, and raifed the Doftor in the 
iefteem of the Lady of the Hall. 

The lower part of the table was filled 
by the four Mifs Somerives and rheir two 
brothers ;, Orlando, at the requeft of Mrs. 
Rayland, taking his feat at the bottom. 

The plenty and excellence of the table, 
liduch was furniflied almoft entirely from 
die park, farm, warren, gardens, and ponds 
of Rayland Hall, were highly commended 
fby the gucfts, and by none with more zeal 
I % than 
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than the General andihe Dodor, who vied 
with each other in applying that fort of flat- 
tery of which their venerable hoftefs was 
moft fufceptible. The General fpokc in 
terms of the higheft refpedl of her ancient 
-family, and of the figure made in hiftory by 
the name of Ray land. The Doftor, while 
he did juftice to the excellent di(hes<before 
h'ltn, launched out in very-fincere praifc of 
the domain which produced ihem : the 
beautiful park •which, he averred, fed the 
very beft »venifon in the country; the 
woods abounding in game; the esters 
five ponds, whofe living dreams contained 
^11 manner of fifti.; the rich, meadows be- 
low, that fatted >fuch exquifite beef; the 
fine (hcep walks on the downs above, which 
fent to table mutton that rivalled the Wdch 
mutton itfelf! — then, fuch gardens for 
fruit ! fuch convenient poultry yards 1—— 
Mrs. Ray land, who loved to hear her place 
praifed, could have liftened to iiich eulo- 
giums for ever ; and feemed totally to have 
forgotten that, according to the courfc of 
nature, (lie (hould be miftf efs of thefe good 

things 
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things but a very little time longer, and 
that, when a little fpace in the chancel of 
the adjoining church would be all (he could 
occupy, they muft pafs into the poffeffion » 
of another. ^ 

Who that other was to be, appeared* an •^ 
enquiry which the Do6Vor had • m%5ch at 
heart. From fome late circumftanceshe had 
reafon to fuj^ofe that Orlando would b<r 
the fortunate pofle^ffor of aU the excellent 
•ccommocjations which impreffed him with 
fo^nucb vendrauoB^-:-'— but henowfaw the 
elder brother again received, and when he 
tonfidered the advantages which primoge- 
niture might^ive him in the mind of Mrs^ 
Ray lahd, he doubted to which of the Somei^ 
lives it would be politic to pay court.. 

Some ideas were floating in hi&^mindy- 
that whichever of thefe young men be- 
came mafter of Rayland Hall, could not 
fail to be a very proper match for the moft 
iccompliftied Mifs Hollybourn. It waa 
ccnain that he had always reckoned upon a 
title for her ; but fuch a deficiency might 
cafily be made up by the fucceflbr to fuch 
I 3 a fortune. 
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a fortune. What fo eafy as to change si 
nanie by the King*s moft gracious licenfe ^ 
and to renew the old title of Baroncr^ 
which had been fo long in the family ? — Sir 
Philip Rayland ! Sir Orlando Rayland t 
cither founded extremely welL Both were 
very well looking young men, and the 
youngeft remarkably handfome. The more 
the Dodlor confidered this projcd, the 
more feafible It appeared ; and he now be* 
gan to iludy the chances, which be tbougfat 
]he could do frdm Mrs. Rayland^s bthk^ 
vibuf. 

A very little obfermion dttttoAtwi 
Ifim in favour of Orlando, He fav tbst 
Mrs. Rayland feen^ed to look upon him' tt 
her fon, while towards bis; brother her man- 
ners were cold and ftately. When dinner 
wAs over, the gentlemen, after a (hort ftajf 
over' their wine, followed the ladies to an* 
other apartment. General Tracy was, at 
the defire of Mrs. Rayland, (hewn into the 
gallery of portraits by Orlando-— and thd 
young ladies, at the requeft of Mifs Holly- 
bouifn, who had never feen all the pifturei 

ia 
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he houfe, were permitted by their mo- 
■to be of the party ; while Piiilip Some- 
, who went out under pretence of ac- 
panying them, flipped away as fooa^ 
sJeft the drawing-room, and went after- 
>wn imagination. 

was now dark, and thefe portraits were 
re (hewn by candle-ligat to General 
:y, who cared not a ftraw if the whole 
of Raylands had been fwept from the 
iDry of mankind ; though he had^ 
:y by guefs, and partly from recoUec- 

been inccflkntly talking to Mrs. Ray- 
^dbout the- glory of her anceftors. By> 
It perceived he had made a- very uoex* 
}A progr^fs in- her fiivour ; which be 
d by no means forfeit by (hewing any; 
fcrencetoher propofal ofvifiting the 
rfcntations of the eminent men in whofe 
she had been fo eloquent. But a much- 
ger inducement was his hope to find^ 
opportunity of fpeafcing to Ifabella, 
J he pretended to contemplate with- 
ration the pidure of her great grand* 

T4 

I 4 Buf 
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But this hope was rendered abortive by 
the prefence of Mifs Hellybeurii, who lean- 
ing on Kabclla*s apm, continued to queftioa 
Orlando as to the hiftory of every portrait^ 
and then made her remarks upon it — fomc* 
times addreffing herfclf to the General, and 
fometimes to Orlando, who were equally 
^yeary of her, and who would both havft 
given the world for her abfence ; for Or- 
lando dreaded her detaining bim beyond; 
the time that he bad fixed for the meetings 
between his £(ler Selina and Monimia;; 
and the General detefled her for being, 
in the way when he fancied he could other- 
wife, by fcme means or other, have cnjoyci 
that notice from Ifabetla which he found 
it fo very difficult to obtain in the houfe qf 
Mr. Somedve; where, fince he had fpoke 
Hiore plainly to her of his paffion, the had 
not only ftiunned him, but had affurcd 
him that (he would repeat his convexfa- 
tjpn to her father. Twice, therefore, he had 
been forced to apologize, and turn off hi 
profeffions as a joke, becaufe he could ne 
W and her long enough alone to aUov 
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of his ufing thofe arguments that he thought 
tauft be fuccefsful ; and be had been 
eagerly folicitous to accept the invitation 
fit)in Mrs. Rayland, becaufe he hoped that 
in fiich a great houfe, in a day of univerfal 
fcftivity, fuch an opportunity would be 
found. - 

Mifs HoUybourn, having fufficierrtly 
ftcwn her knowledge both in painting and 
Wftory, and imagining her auditors were 
Mazed and cdififd by both, requeftcd to 
know if the houfe did not furnifh mlhy 
oihfer portraits of remarkable perfons, or 
piftures by eminent hands, Orlando an- 
fwcred coldly, that there were fome in 
oiber' parts of the houfe, but none particu- 
larly worthy her attention. She defired, 
however, he would have the goodr^efs to 
ftew her round that fuit of rooms. . It was 
the fide of the houfe formerly fet apart fof 
company, but now was very rarely inha-^ 
bitcd. The furniture was-^rich, but oldf 
ftj(h'ioned : — ^the beds were of cut velvet 
or damajk, with high tefters, fome of them 
with gill cornices :— -the chairs were work ed^ 
OT'ofcoloarcd* velvets, fringed with fi}K 
• * -- I 5 ^kxA 
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and gold, and had giit feet : — finejapantied 
cabinets, bcautifui pieces of china^ larg^ 
glafles> and fomc vakiable piAures^were . 
to be feen in every room, which, though 
now fo rarely inhabited, were kept in^eat , 
order ; and the oak floors were fo nicely 
waxed, that to move upon them was morij 
like (kating than walking. 

Mifs Hollybourn had fomethbg to fayr 
on every objedl (he beheld. One befpokeg:: 
ihe^andeur,. another the tafte, a third thcr- 
Anitiquity of the family who were owners-— 
of the manfiori -, but ftill, among all thi% 
common-place declarfiaiion, it was eafy i&^ 
fee that the moft amiable moveable in it 
at prtfenc was, in her opinion^ the hand*» 
fome, interefting Orlando., 

General Tracy, aceuftomcd to ftudy the 
fair, perceived this immediately. He pcr-^- 
ceived too, that Olando difliked her a& 
much as fhe feemed charmed with Juimi 
and that therefore this rich heirefs woul4 
Bot be the means of preventing the p]aii> 
they had in agitation from taking effedfc , 
^e therefore ventured to fay to him^, 
Vben Jde had an oppdrtunify as. they de« 
. . Cceaded 
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(iceaded the great ftair-cafe — " You are a; 
fertunate man. Sir !*' 

*' Fortunate, Sir!'* faid Orlando, who. 
])ad nothing in his head but his intended, 
iiweting with Monimia — " How do you 
mean fortunate ^" 

•** Nay,'' replied the General, ^' moft 
l^oung men would, T believe, think it for- 
tunate to be fo highly approved of by fuch 
% young lady r* 

. «* What lady. Sir !'' cried Orlando, la 
iacreafed alarm, and flill thinking of Mo- 
nimia. 

" Mifs Hollybourn/' replied the Gene- 
ncral— ** the accompliOied Mifs Holly- 
bourn.** 

*^ Mifs^HoUybourn !'* exclaimed Orlando 
with a . contemptuous look ; yet recolleft- 
ing that he had no right to defpife her, 
whether the General's conjcdure wasjuft 
or not, he added, ** The approbation of 
fncb a young lady is certainly what I neir 
iher defire nor defer ve.'* 

This paffed as they waited on theftair- 
I 6 cafe. 
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cafe, while Mifs Hollybourn explained to 
the two Mifs Somerives the Loves of Cupid 
and Pfychc, which were painted on tHcr 
wall ; though the pifture was fi> little illu- 
mtnatcd by the two wax:-candles, carried by 
Orlando and a fervant, that nothing but 
her paffion to difplay-her univerial know- 
ledge, could have induced her to attempt 
clearing up the obfcurity in which the 
wavering and unequal light involved 9 
ftory not very clearly told by the* painter. 
At length the diflcrtationfinifhedi and the 
whole pany returned to the drawing-roonr^ 
inhere they found the good Do6lor had 
fupported the converfation during their 
abfence. In about half an hour afterwards 
Mr. Pattenfon came in great form to an- 
nounce that the tenants were aflembled in. 
the hall, and requeffed to know if thciic 
Lady was wdl enough toobfige them with 
tier prefence during therr firft dance. This 
was the eftabliftied etiquette. MrSi Ray- 
land anfwered, that fhe would be there ;.and 
llieji addrejfling herfelf to ^er company, (he: 

ikid^ 
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feid, ^* That it had aUvays been h'ercuftoni 
in the time of Sir Hildcbrand, her father, ta 
lead down, with her dear deceafed fiftersj 
the firft dance at the tenants'^ feaft ; that 
tiie cuftom had been long fince laid afide^ 
l3Ut if any of the friends whont I ; ave npw 
^e pleafure of feeing afltmbledj will con* 
^efcend to go down a dance with the te« 

xantry and domeftics " 

The General and the DoQior eagerly in^ 
Icrrupted her — 

** I am not a dancing man, Madam,** 
cried t&e General: *' I never was- fond 
of dancing. How much I now, in looking 
at that^ beawtiflil group of yoiing ladies, 
have caufe to regret it ! and much I (haU 
envy the young men, who no doubt will 
take advantage of fucb an opportunity/* 

*« I, Madam,** cried the Doftor, qtMtring 
his feat and waddling to her, *^ am neither 
by natureorprofeffion a dancing man ; but 
ta (hew you how much I honour fo ^xcet- 
Icntacuftom, there is my fubftitute (point* 
kig to his daughter), and I will venture 
ao iaj that few ine» ever boafted -a better.*^. 

^ Mrs^ 
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Mrs. Rayland, then looking round the? 
room, (iiid, " Mr, Orlando Somen ve, you 
will have the honour of beginning' the 
dance with Mifs HoUybourn/* 

Orlando, who would have heard of aft 
impiending earthquake with as much pica* 
fure, hefitaied, and faid, '* My brother^ 
Madam — my brother has a fupertor claiia 
to that happinefs.'* 

" No, no, child !", cried Mrs. Rayland ; 
'* not at all — you are, as it were^ at hom9 
here, and therefore I will have you be^n. 
Bcfides, I don't fee your brother : — when he 
returns, he may take your eldeft fifter ; and 
the two youngeft ladies may dance to* 
gether, for I fuppofe you will all choofeto 
dance/' 

Mrs. Somerive affehted for her daugh* 
ters, and faid, " Perhaps> Madam, Philip 
is already below.'* 

** However that may be,'* replied Mrs* 
Rayland coldly, •* it is quite time to be- 
gin ; the people are, no doubt, impatient* 
Therefore, if you General Tracy, and you 
JDn HoUybourn, and you Mr. Somerive, 
1 will 
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•ill have the kindhdfs to fee rhe ladies to 
he hall, my people will help me thither 
tfl 4 few motBents.-' 

The mart of war, and the man of peace, 
low dechred how happy they flioukl efleettl 
Ihemftl^es tb be permitted tiie' honour of 
bdifBg her .attendan^s^ bot fee told them, 
ktoly Pattenfon and Lennard had been ufed 
to*k, and again defined they would condiift 
ihe other ladies^ The General, under the 
cruel neceffity of offering his hand to Mrs* 
Somerive, orMrs, Hollybourn, eaft a wift- 
ful look towards Ifabella, and took the 
hand of the latter on feeing Mrs, Somerive 
condufted by the Dodor ; while Orlando, 
with a heavy heart, led Mifs Holly bourn, 
and his lifters followed* It was now within 
I quarter of an hour of the time that he had 
boped to meet his Monimia ; and he faw 
himfelf tied down to an engagement from 
which he feared there was little hope of ef- 
caping in time. Philip, to whom he moft 
carneftly wilhed to transfer the little co- 
reted honour defigned him by his partner, 
ippeared not; and poor Orlando ftood 
/* • ; ; ' awaiting 
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awaiting his arrival at the head of fiftcct 
or fixteen couple who were going to dance, 
execrating l\is ill fortune, which feemed to 
have brought this odious heirefs on purpofe 
to difappoint him of the exquifite pleafure 
)vith which he had on this night fondly 
flattered himffelf — that of forming a lading 
and tender friendl^ip between the fitter he 
£0 fondly loved, and his adored Monimia^ 



CHAPr 
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CHAP. IX, 



k T length Mrs* Rayland was feated ar 
jL the upper end of the hall, near the- 
H-thc General-placed himfclf by her,.and» 
Doftor ftrutted round' her — the other; 
ies were oppofice;: and the d&nce be*- 
u 

Poor Orlando, whofe heart beat not re- 
n&vt to the mufic> made,, however, aoe 
urt to conceal his. ve:3catiQn. His part*' 
, who had beamed formany years of th^ 
ft celebrated* matter, exerted all her[ 
>wledge of the art, and difplayed all her 
ces to attraft him;.;whi]e be, hardly 
ifcious of her exiftence, proceeded me^ 
.nically in the dance ;^ and fo little pe^ 
ration had the fpetftators, that his ab* 
ce, or diftafte to what he was about, was^ 
oUy unperceiyed^ while Mrs. Raylanct 

could 
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could not help obferving to the Dodkor how^ 
well Orlando performed — ** Is he not,*' 
faid fhe, ** a fine young man }^ •» 

*^ Indeed he is. Madam/* replied the 
Dodor, who had now the opening he fo- 
long wiflied for; ^* a very fine young man,. 
I think i" and he became an inch higher a$- 
be fpoke. '^ I think indeed that this Jflaftd 
produces not a finer couple than ytm' kbif-r 
man,. Madam, a&d the JoMgbUr of; yoolr^ 
litimbJefep¥flot/*' 

Mt^ Rayland, who: loved nor.fenihte 
beauty, whether feal or imaginary, did.nos. 
ib wi^pftily afiirnt to this a^tfae Sbdor e&>^ 
|»e£tdd; who,, not (}if<}Ouraged^: fiftiatOHt 
kimfelf down in thd pUoc the- General liid 
tliat mon^ent.Tacated (who could not fwsi 
bear walking after IfabeUa^wntliexlancc)^ 
^d thus proceeded :: 

" I affure^^ you, dear MadUm, I have 
eften fpoken njoft highly in praife of youp 
fogacity and difcernment in* ele^king thp 
young Orlando as your favourite and prik 
Uge. He is a fine young man — good, pru*^ 
dent and fenfibles ^^d, lamilire^ grateftil 

for 
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for 'your bounty, I dare fay that he will 
do \^eU ; . fofy under vour aufpices, there 
are few men even of confideration and for* 
tune, who» having daughters, would not be 
proud of an alliance with him.'^ 

Mrs. Rayland anfwered rather coldly^ 

f* i'believe Mir. Orlando has no thoughts 

of marrying— He is yet too young/* 

■ •* He is young, to be fure. Madam ; but^ 

for my own part, I muft^ferve, that early 

anarriagesfoiinded, aa no doubt his would be, 

^Sikc on prudence ^ndinclifnationi gencralljr 

turn out happily. As to my owh girl, uq« 

"^ofte as 1 and Mi^ HoUjpboura mull to bo 

^ur^fecl jwkhout heri I dctCUre to you that^ 

Ifhougb flic is fo yonn^, . I. (hould not he(i% 

tBile to difpofe of her to a. man of even hec 

0Wnage, if I were^convinced that he was 

a prudent, fober young man, unlike thofe 

fad examples of fdlly and extravagance that 

wie fee before our eyes every day^ ; a young 

man who had- had a virtuous education^ 

which in my opinion is a private one-; % 

young man of family and of good expefta** 

lions— I fay. Madam, thac on fuch a onCj^ 

though 
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though his prefent fortune be unequal to^ 
Mifs Hollybourn^s expedlations, I (boulcf 
not heficate, young as fhe is, and living as* 
I do only by gazing on her, to beftow her 
with twenty thoufand pounds down, and— ^ 
I will fay nothing of future expedations*-! 
am, I blefs ihc Father of all mercies, io s* 
profperous fortune — I have feventecn hun-*- 
dred a year in church preferment ; my ownt 
property,, which I have realifed in kaad; isi 
fomewbat above twelve hundreds When 
I have given my girl her little marriage 
portion, I have ftill fomething handfomc ia- 
the three per ceqts, and in India ftock ii 
trifle more. MybrothQr-in«Iaw,theJ»i(hop^ 
has no children, ' and my dauglitci^^ W^L ini 
berit the greateft parti of his fortune*^ .So 
you fee» Madam, that> to f4y nptking oi^ 
her perfonal and rnental accomplifhmentSj 
which to be {iire it ill becomes a father to 
infift upon — rl fay, reckoning only her pe- 
cuniary advantages, .(here are few better* 
^latches in England/* 
' The Doftor, who knew. that Mrs-Ray- 

Uod loved .money,. imagined (he could not;. 

fail^ 
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IKil of being attrafted by this hiilory of hii 
wealth, nor rtiifunderftand his meaning in 
giving it: but he had for once miftaken 
his ground. Mrs, Rayland, though (he 
loved' fief bwh money, loved nobody the 
better foir having or affefting to have as 
ihuch. She knew that, rich as Dodor Hol- 
lybourn now was, he began his claflical ca- 
reer as a fervitor at Oxford ; and that his 
** brother-in-law the bifhop/' from whofe 
^tepoti/m his wealth and confequence had 
been in great meafure derived, was the 
ion of an innkeeper. Though (he always 
fpoke highly of his piety, and his high- 
church principles, (he had ever contemned 
his efforts to make bimfelf b6'con(idered as 
"a mati of family : nor did (he feel much 
difpbfed to encourage any fcheme to make 
Orlando independent of her by marriage. 
Hill lefs an attempt to exlbrt frona her a 
dcci(ion concerning him ; which, whatever 
iier real fentiments might bd, (lie was not 
of a temper to declare. For all thefe rea» 
fons (he heard the converfation of Doftor 
Hollybourn very coldly, a-nd x)nly faid, 

-♦nhat 
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«* that to be fure Mifs was a very laccom* 
,pli(hecl young lady; and, haying fuch i 
,fine fortune, might cxpe<Sttoj»jarry inbigk 
life." 

Still the Do^or was not repi)l(ed ; aod, 
, j&5cy Ing. that he had not yet . fpoken . plaia 
enough, he went on -tOicnlarge on hi^ ao- 
tions of happinefs, and on his views for his 
daughter. High life, he faid, in the com* 
.-mon acceptation of the word, was not his 
ambition. It was r^al domeftic happinefsy 
Arnd not unnecefl'ary and unmeaning fpleo- 
dour, he defired for his dear girl — a goGid 
iirfband untainted with the viccs;^d falfc 
philofophy .of a diflblute ajge-r-an :hand- 
;fome country. refidenc?, where (be might 
,be received, ii I) to, an ancient ^nd religious 
fecnily — were rather his objedts. *' A title," 
;added he, ^* a title has its advantages ne 
jdpubt^ and tifpeciaUy if it be.-^iijuicient 
•title, one that brings to the mind the deQd3 
of the glorious defenders of our country-** 
men who have fhed their honourable blood 
in defence of the Church of England, and 
llieir King-— who bl^in the caufcfor which 

Laud 
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ILaud and his fainted matter died f Whoa 
I hear fuchfiiamcs, and fee their pofteritjr 
^ourilhing, I rejoice — ^When I learn that 
fuch families, the honour of degenerate 
£0gland) are likely to be extin<9:, my 
heart is grieved. At^d how (hould I be 
ttbanrkful, how feel myfelf elevated, if my 
davjghter, marrying into fuch a family, 
fhould reftore it, while my intereft might 
<^cain a renewal in her pofterity of the fad- 
ing honours of an illuftrious race ! ** 

This was fjpeaking at once pompoufly 
and plainly. But Mrs. Rayland was more 
offended by the air of confequence affum- 
cd by the I)o(5lor, than flattered by the fine 
things he faid of her family ; and (he fo 
little concealed her difpleafure, that Mrs. 
Somerive, long weary of the parading and 
fupercilious converfation of Mrs. Holly- 
bourn, and who faw, by the Doftor*s fre- 
quently looking towards Orlando, that the 
difcourfe was about him, and that Mrs. 
Rayland was difpleafed with it, arofe and 
came towards them : flie faid fonjething to 
Mrs. Rayland merely with a view to break 

the 
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the difcourfe, which was, however^ immc- 
'diately done much better by the General, 
•who, afraid of being too particular, now 
left Ifabella ; and returning to the fete 
Dcftor Hollj^-bourn Ivad feized, he cried, 
*^ Come, come, my good Doftor, we fol- 
diers are a little proud of our favour with 
the ladies, and we do not patiently fee our- 
■ felves difplaced by you chnrclimen, I (h£ 
not relinquilh my feat by my excellent 
hoftefs.^ 

The Doftor then got up ; and fancylngi 
•from the foftnefs and fweetnefs of Mrt- 
"Somerive's manner, that he (hould in her 
meet a willing auditor, and perhaps the 
very'beft he could find for a fcheme which 
acquired every moment new charms in his 
imagination, he afked if he Ihould attend 
her to the other end of the room to look at 
the dancers ; to which, as (he was extreme- 
ly rcftlefs and uneafy by the long abfence 
cf her eldeft foo, whom fhe every moment 
hoped to fee enter, (he readily aflented. 

The General then took poffeflSon of the 
poft the Doftor had quitted j and being 

moit 
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nore ufed to every kind of approach, he 
nade infinitely more progrefs with Mrs, 
R^ayland, in obtaining her confent to Or- 
lando's entering the army, than the Do<flor 
had efiedted for his fcheme, notwithflanding 
the fplendour of his fortune, the accomplifli- 
ments of his daughter, or his mention of 
*• his brother the bifliop.'' 

In the mean time the poor young man, 
Viho was rendered by Mrs. Raylands fa- 
vour an objedl fought for by the divine, 
and by his own fpirit an objed: of dre^d to 
the foldicr, was half diftrafted, and knew 
not what he was about. It was now pafl 
the hour when he had promifed Monimia 
to bring Selina to her ; for, not expeding 
the unwelcome addition of the Hollybonrn 
Family, he concluded that, after going 
down a dance with one of the buxom 
laughters of the principal tenant, he could 
lave flipped away at the end of it; and 
vhifpering his mother that he was going to 
[hew Selina fome of his drawings, and how 
be had ornamented his little tapeftry room, 
that he might account for her abfcnce, he 

Vol- II. K Ihould 



X94 I'HE OLD MANOR HOUSE. 

(hould have had an uninteraiped tour 
with his moft beloved filler and his Moni- 
mia. 

Inftead of this he now found himfelf fix- 
ed for the whole night to Mifs Hollybourn; 
who had already declared that (he found 
herfelf in fuch a humour for dancing, and 
that really the whole fet was fo much more 
tolerable than (lie expefted, that (he (hoqid 
not very foon wi(h to fit down* Poor Or- 
lando, who had no excufc to offer for quit* 
ting her, had no hope but in the arrival of 
his brother, to whom he flattered himfelf 
. he might refign this unenvied honour at 
leaft for one dance : but even this hope 
was very uncertain ; for Philip might per- 
haps return no more to the the room, or if he 
did, might be unwilling to accept the feli- 
city of dancing with Mifs Hollybourn, for 
he was not of a humour to put himfelf out 
of the way^ for any one ; and, as he vcrf 
feldom danced at all, would^iow, if hedid 
join the dancers, much more probably ft- 
le6t for his partner one of the handfome 

daughters 



¥HB old IktAKOlt Rouse. ^$5 

daughters of the tenants^ with whom he 
could be more at home. 

Thus the time which Orlando expected 
to have pafled in To different a manner wore 
«way« In vain he looked towards the 
door-~no brother arrived to fuccour him. 
(The fecond dance was already at an end ; 
and Ifabella, who had, with her mo- 
ther's permiflion, accepted the hand of a 
rich young farmer, while Selina and Em- 
ma danced together^ had already called a 
thirds and was flying down with a fpiric 
and gaiety which quite enchanted her an- 
cient lover; while Orlando, who on account 
of Mifs HoUybourn ftill kept a place near 
the top, was preparing with an heavy heart 
to f3llow her, when his father, with an 
cxpreffion of extreme concern on his coun- 
tenance, approached, and aikcd him if he 
knew where his brother was ? 

'** No, Sir, indeed I do not,** anfwered 
cQrlando i " 1 cannot even guefs — but, for 
HSod's fake, give me leave to go look for 
^im. I fee you are very uneafy at his ab- 
fcnce/' 

Kz *^\^^ 
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. ^M am indeed," replied Mr. Somerivci 
** and your mother much more fo." 

** Let me go, dear Sir, then," faid Or- 
lando eagerly. 

*^ No, no," anfwercd his father : — " Go 
down this dance, and take no notice — if 
then he does not come, go fee if you can 
find him. I have been in fearch of him 
myfelf, but to no purpofe. I fancied he 
jmighfi^ be in your room. I went to the 
library door, for I could have fworn I heard 
fomebody walking there 5 but the door was 
locked, and 1 called and knocked at it in 
vain. If Philip was there, he had feme 
reafon — no good one,. I fear — for not an- 
fwering.'* 

Orlando, now ready to fink into, the 
•earth, yet unable to fly from his intolerable 
tafk, began the dance, after having bcea 
twice called . upon by his partner ;. but 
thinJking only of the terror Monimia muft 
have been i^y while, (hut up in the library, 
(he heard his father at the door, and over- 
whelmed with vexation at being thus de- 
tained from her, he could no longer, com- 

maod 
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mand that portion of attention that was rc- 
quifite even to the figure of the dance. But 
having blundered four or five times, turn- 
ed the wrong women, and run againft the 
naen, then miffed his time, and put every 
body out, he faid in a hurrying way to 
Mifs HoUybourn, who began to be much 
difcompofed by his miftakcs — ** I really 
beg a thoufand pardons, but Ifabella's 
dance is fo extrcnKly difficult I cannot go 
down it — I (hall only diftrefs you. Ma- 
dain, by nay blunders ^ had we not better 
go to the bottom ?*' 

*' Dear Sir,** cried the lady bricking, 
^* I can find no fuch difficulty in it. If 
you would only take the trouble to attend 
a moment, I am fure I could explain it to 
you fo that you couU not make a miftake* 
—-Now only obferve — We firft pafs be- 
tween the fecond and riiird cou^ples — and I 
lead out the two gentlenien, and you the 
two ladies — thfcn meet and allemande — * 
then le moulin at bottom — then I turn the 
third gentleman — then you ■ *' 

Orlando, unable to command himfelf, 
K3 faid. 
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faid, dill more confufedly, *^ No, upon ray 
honour, I fliall never do it. I am very forry 
to difappoint you. Madam; and wi(h'I 
could for this dance recommended you an- 
other partner.*' He then bowed, and was 
walking away, when (he bounced after him. 

" You don't imagine there is any other 
perfon here," cried (he, biting the end of 
her fan — ** I hope you don't imagine there 
13 any body clfe here with whom / fliall 
dancer 

" Pardon me. Madam,*' faid Orlando, 
taking her hand; " here is my eldef' 
brother, who has even a better right to 
that honour than I have/* At this mo^^ 
ment his eyes were gratified by the fight of 
Philip, to whom he, without waiting for 
Mifs HoUybourn's anfwcr, led her, and 
cried, " Dear Phil^ here am 1 in the moft 
awkward diftrefs imaginable ; Mifs Holly- 
bourn withes to dance this dance down, 
and I am fo ftupid I cannot do the figure. 
I am fure you will be very happy to fupply 
my place." 

Philip, who was never much difpofed to 

facrifice 
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acrifice his own pleafure to the gratifica* 
tion of others^ and who had fchemes of his 
9wn on foot^ anfwercd with lefs than his 
afual ceremony ifor he was never more 
polite for having drank a good deal) : 

*• A-hey, Sir Rowland ! who told you 
(b ? How the devil (hould Ij who am no 
dancer, execute what is too difEcult for fo 
perfed a caperer as thou art — Sir Knight ?*' 

Mortified beyond endurance at being 
thus rejedcd, Mifs Hollybourn, difengagr 
(pg her hand with an angry jerk from Or* 
bindo's, faid haughtily — " Pray, Mr* Or- 
bindo, fpare yourfelf this trpuble ; I am 
CQQCent to fit dill/' She then walked 
iway ; and Orlando, not giving himfelf time. 
K> confider what he did> faid in a whifper 
to Philip—** If you have any compaQion^; 
my dear Phil, take her for this dance — I. 
ivill be grateful, believe me, and I will not 
deiire to punifh you with her above half an 
hour/' 

** D— n her, a little carroty, pug-nofed 

tDoppei V cried Philip, " as ugly and as 

K 4 ,, iniblcnc 
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irtfolrnt ns ilic Jevil— why (hould I take 
the irMiblc CO humour her ?'* 

<* It will oblige me beyond expreffion," 
anfwcrcd Oi ;ando ; •* ic will oblige my fa- 
ther and m thcr.** 

riiillp jvifl. then recollefting that he was 
vpon his g.^od bLhiiviour, agreed, though 
wuh an ill gnicc ; and Orlando eagerly car- 
ryuAg him up to Mifs Ilollybourn, who fat 
fanning ho: Illf and uve-Iing at the top of 
the Fvjrm, bcg.-n a Ipeech, in which he 
bhindertd worfe than he had done in dan- 
cing; li)t Philip took it O'jc of his hands, 
and laid — «* Madam, I am fo much in an 
habit, in :li: hov.fe, of giving the fas to my 
brother Itcrc, Sir Rowland, that Ircallydared 
not alpire to i!:e h.^nour of vour fair hand till 
1 pe.teaiv ; r.^^!cn:ood that he had relinquifti- 
ed it for the ] :efcn: dance ; bu: as he has 
r.v-^vv cxpla nsd bi.T.fe'f, :f vo.. ^**!:! ailo** mc 
the 1>:-:V of hci-g h?s double, I ^ill acquit 

It NO/, cV.i— ::g N!:i^ Ho:\r.o.:rn, will 

dr.c:-- to i;.:\r^c: :r.c, y >j .>.^V. r.r.J, that 

. ur.icr 
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under fo lovely a preccptrefs I (hall make 
yp in docility foe deficiency of pradice." • 
Mifs Holly bourn had fo little natural 
fenfe ainong all her acquirements, that this 
fpeech, which from' its fubftance, and ftiU 
more from the manner of its delivery, was 
evidently meant in ridicule, feemed to her 
to be very polite, and made very much in 
earned. She therefore, calling a look tO'* 
wards Orlando, much lefs fweet than thoie 
(he had favoured him with towards the be* 
ginning of the evening, aflented with a 
fmirk to the propofal of his. brother — and 
immediately joined the dancers ;, while Or- 
lando, trembling left feme new interrupt 
tton (hould again deprive him of the fight 
©f Monimia, haftened to find Selina, to 
whom he beckoned, and whifpered to her 
K> come round another way, where he 
would meet her, that their gping out toge* 
ther might not be remarked. He changed 
his mind about fpeaking to his mother,, 
jfearing ^eaftfhe (hould propofe going too, 
if the objed was only to (hew Schna hit 
jsoomj and he thought it better to riik aa 
K 5 enquiry 
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4Miquiry after SeUna, which perhaps nright 
. »6t be made, or^ if h vitr^, might eafily b^ 
iinrwered« 

Ic was the* €oftoikit>a tbefe occafioasfor 
the inferior ferrant^ not ta come into the 
hall till the Lady and her opRipany, if 
ftie happened ta have any, were withdfawiic 
When the bufinefe of the di&Der and tea ta- 
bles was ove^> they became fpedators fromi 
railed gallery, which aver the entrance to: the 
hall made a communicatiQn between the 
principal apartmeats above. Her^ the up- 
per houfe-maid^ the footmen,, and the cook 
bad been ftationed— ^Betty, moft fuperb in 
red ribbands, not quite fo long as the reft.. 

MoninHa had been forbidden by Mrs. 
Lennard lo. appear at all, during any pait 
of the evening ; an. injundion. which (he 
, was not at all difpofed to difobey. She was^ 
far, therefore, fron^ envying Betty^ who 
came into her room all in a flutter, as foon 
as (he was dreffecl, to fliew her- finery, and 
defcant oa the pleafure Ihe expcfted ia 
dancing when Madam wa& gone, and the 
gentlefolks, and boafting how; many foH- 

citation* 
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ciucions (he had . already had from the 
young men. Monimia^ glad ^o get her out 
of the room, thought only of fuifiUkig bpr 
engagement with Qfdando^ and of the 
pleafure and comfort of being made known 
to one of his fillers f y^t her timidity and 
diffidence made her fear this interviewras^ 
much as (he wi(hed iu UnconTcious of 
the interefting fsveetncfs of her counce- 
Bance^ and the fimple graces of her form^. 
flie feared left Selina might tliink her bro- 
ther's afFedion ill placed, and blame bis 
attachment to an objeA of fo little merit. 
Under thefe impreflions, Oie would have 
given herfelf all the advantages that dreii 
aflforded ; but her fcanty wardrobe left her 
¥ery little choice, and (he had na means 
©f varying her appearance from what it 
iflfually was — a white muflin gown being 
liie utmoft of her finery. She took care, 
howeveF, to difpofe her hair in the moft 
becoming manner (lie could ; and having; 
finilhed her little toilet, (he defcended with. 
a palpitating heart and a light ftep to- the 
part of the houfe through which (lie was to 
K 6 pafsr 
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pafsin goiag to the Study. Itwasno\r 
empty, for all the fervants were in the gaU 
icry> waiting tbe departure of their Lady, y^ 
join the feftivity of the night ; and Moni- 
mia glided through. the north wing,_whick 
was never at any time Lnhabited>and without 
any mifadvemure reached the Study, where 
file waited in U^embling fufpenfe tbe arrival 
of Orlando and Selina. 

Every body being engaged in the mid- 
dle of the houfe, that p2M*t of k was as 
filent as if there was no buftle in the other> 
except the diftant f^und of the mufic ift 
the great hall^, to which Moi>imia, with the 
door of the Study a-jar, involuntarily liften- 
edv; wlxea (he was fuddenly akrmed by a 
voice in the adjoining parlour, talking and 
fciughing, and apparently romping, and a 
man's voice anfwering in a half whifperj 
and begging of the ftrft perfon, whom (he 
knew to be Betty, to be more quiet. As 
her being uilcovered in. Orlando's Study 
would have ruined her peace for ever, (he 
{hut-to the door as fbftly as Qie could^ 
and turned the key. Tbe converfatioa 

between 
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between the two people without appeared 
to be &> animafed, that (he flattered herfelf 
ihey did not hear her ^ but as (he ftill re*- 
mamed liftening^t ttii doot-, hardly daring 
ro breathe,' her terror was increafed by 
hearing them approach and attempt to open 
it. ** Egad ! it is locked/* cried a voice 
which Monimia then firft difcovered to be 
jroung Somerive : — ^* Does Sir Rowland 
ilways lock bis door f '* 

" Generally he does/^ replied the other, 
" but I dare fay among the houfe keys 
ihere^s one that will open it — yet, hang it, 
dori'c kt m try. He'll come perhaps, and 
that you know will be very difagreeable." 

''-He come!" faid Philip— ^* No, no, 
he's fafe enough — He dares as well jump 
rnto the fire as quit the poft where the old 
woman has placed him — Come, come — (tt 
if there's no other key will open this door. 
Befides, as to his coming, what (hould he 
•ome here for ? 'Tis more hkely, if he can 
get away, he'll go to vifit Mifs in the tur- 

xi'^'JLord r cried Betty> <' how -you have 
^ - that 
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that notion ftuficd into your head — when 
I tell you agaui and again, he no more 
meets Mifs^ as you calls her, than the child 
vnborn. Sure 1 (hould know-— —She! a 
poor innocent filly thing ! I don't believe 
he lakes any account of he r ■ ■ But hulh I 
Oh gcmini ! who's there ?" 

The voice of the elder Somcrivc was 
now heard, calling aloud in the pafiage 
leading to the parlour they were in for bis 
cldcft fon. *' Philip!" cried he, ** Philip i 
—where are you V 

•' "lis my father/' faid Philip—" Cao- 
not we get out without meeiing him ?" 

** Oh yes/* replied Betty ; *^ follow mc^ 
and don't I'ptak lur all the world." 

She then opened another door which led 
out into the garden, which, as Orlando 
♦ifually came in that way, was feldom lock- 
Cil ; and a$ all this had paffed ia the dark^ 
ihcy glided away unpcrceivcd — not a mo 
«eat however before Mr- bomerive, enter* 
ing wiih a candle the room they had quit- 
:H4» gave a new alarm to the terrified Mo- 
Mr» Somcrive, who had heard the 

' footfteps 
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footfteps of the fugitives as they left the 
parlour^ imagiaed fomebody was walkings 
ki the Study — ^He therefore tried the door,, 
on the other fide of which poor Monimiai 
ftill flood tremblingi^ajid a^ain loudly calU 
•d on Philip Someflve; .^a^reaiing him, if 
ht was there, to aafwer him., and repre- 
senting all the ill confequences of his thus, 
difappearing abruptly, at'ter having beeik 
scccived into an houfe where he had before 
given offence, but where it was fo material 
for him to be thought well of. No anfwer 
however was returned ; and at length 
Monimia heard Mr. Somerive clofc his 
firuiriefs remonflraace with a deep figh, and 
depart* 

Thefe repeated alarms now feemed to 
iubfide, and a dead filence enfued, but ftill 
Orlando came not^— Monimia, not daiing 
to have a candle left the light fliould be 
iJifccrned under the door,, fat down in the 
window-feat which was the neareft to it to 
Kften for his arrival, though doubting from 
what his brother had faid whether he would 
Jmve at all. The large old library, half 

6 furnifhed 
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furnifhed with books and half hilhg with 
tapeftry, and where the little light afforded 
by a waning moon gleamed faintly through 
the upper parts ofihe high cafcments which 
the window*(huiters '3id not reach, was 
perhaps the moft gloomy apartment that 
fancy could imagine, Monimia looked 
round her, and ftiuddered — The affright 
(he had undergone in the chapel, though 
it was explained, ftill dwelt upon a mind 
which had fo early been rendered liable to 
the terrors of hiperftition ; and flic looked 
towards the door that opened to the pat 
fage of the chapel, fancying focne hideous 
fpccire would appear at it : or Qie reafoned 
herlelt out of iiich an idea, only to give 
way to one more horrid ; and figured to 
hcrfdf that tlie ruffian whom Orlando had 
dclciilx'd to her, and whofe name was held 
lii drrad by the whole country, might en- 
ter at it as he had once done before. 
A-a...il cliis apprehealion Ihe might have 
iHc:: ucurcd rn- iluisiying herfelf that the 
^->or was UvkcJ ; bu, ^le had nc: courage 
to cr^^is tixc locuu 

Siting 
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Sitting therefore and liftening to every 
found, (he again diftinguiOied the mufic 
in the great hall, which, as the wind fwelU 
cd or fell, floated through the reft .of the 
houfe ; and fhe could not help contrafting 
that fcene] of feftive mirth with her dark 
ind gloomy folitude : — " How happy," 
laid fhe, ^* are the Mifs Somcrives, and this 
other young lady ! They, under the fandion 
of their parents, are gaily enjoying an in- 
nocent and agreeable amujfement ; while I, 
a poor unprotedted being, wander about in 
darknefs and in dread, and, though I do 
nothing wrong, undergo the terrors and 
alarms of guik. — But, do I not ad wrong > 
Alas ! I am afraid I do — It muji be wrong 
to carry on a clandeftine correfpondence, 
to meet by ftealth a young man whom his 
friends would difcard were they to know 
he met me at all — It muft furely be wrong 
to incur imputations from which, if once 
they are believed, it is impoffible I can ever 

be 'vindicated wrong to let Orlando 

hazard, for me, the lofs of Mrs. Rayland**s 
feivour— and wrong to put myfelf in the way 

of 
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of being believed no better than the ftr- 
vant, of whofe light conduct I have fccii 
fo many inftances, befides that which this 
moment happened, of her privately meeting' 
Mr. Philip Somerive. How could I bear 
to be thought of by others as I think of hcrl 
and yet I feem to act as culpably. Ob 
Orlando ! furely if you thought of this, 
you, who are fo generous, fo anxious fioc. 
my happinefe, would never expofc me to if*. ' 
Yet we mud meet thus, or never meet at 
all! — and could I bear to be deprived of 
feeing him for the little, the very little 
time that is yet to pjifs before he is fcnl 
from hence — ^never — never perhaps tor©? 
turn ?'* 

This fad idea filled her eyes with tears;' 
and (he was not recovered from the agony 
into which it threw her> when (he again 
heard footfteps in the parlour — Somebody 
Irode lightly along. Monimia liftencd, and 
fancied there was nrore than one perfon— 
Immediately the lock was. turned ; and the 
door being fattened, a voice, which (he re- 
cognifed with joy for that of Orlando,, (aid, 
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a half-wliifpcr : *' Monimia ! are you 
t there ? It is Selina and I— open the 
or therefore without apprchenfion."— 
onimia retnembered^ with affright, that 
5 voices of the two brothers bore a great 
!emblanee to each other, and (he agaia 
Gtated. But Orlando fpeaking louder, 
d her recoUedling that his brother could 
t know that Selina was to accompany 
aa, (he, though with trembling apprehen- 
B, turned the key, and Orlando and his 
;er appeared. 

•« Let me," cried he, as he put Monimia 
o the arms of Selina — ** let me unite in 
pds of cverlafting friendfhip the two 
relied and moft beloved of beings !'^ 
Una tried to fay, •* Whoever is dear to 
lando is fo to me, and I rejoice in thus 
ing allowed to fay fo/* But, though (he 
d innocently ftudied the fentence, (he 
s too much confufed to make it articu- 
e; and Monimia was quite unable to 
eak at all. In a moment, however. Or- 
ido, attempting to hide the uneafy flutter 
his OMrn thoughtSjt approached them with 

a candle 
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a candle which he had lit at the embers of 
his fire j and, reminding them how fliort 
their interview muft be, bade them both fit 
down — ^* and let us," added he, ** endea- 
vour to enjoy moments fo brief and fo 
precious/* * 
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SELINA, as timid, and almoft as nov 
to the world as Monimia herfelf, was 
too much terrified at the rifk Orlando ran, 
and at what flie herfelf hazarded, to be 
foon compofed. She could hard4y, indeed, 
have been in greater trepidation had (he 
efcaped from the company to have met a 
lover of her own. Her eyes, however, 
were occupied in examining the face and 
figure of Monimia ; and no feminine envy 
induced her to deny the ekifterice of that 
beauty or fweetnefs of which Orlando had 
faid fo niuch. She even thought Monimia 
more lovely than her brother had defcribed 
her, yet (he faw her to little advantage; for, 
the alarming fituation ihe had been in for 
almoft an hour and a half, the apprehen- 
fion left Orlando (hould not come, the re- 
'-'■ ■' •^'''' - ■ • fitftiom 



*t;^ -TTfE OLD MAKOR HOVit. 

fledions which arofe while (he waited for 
him, and the emotion with which (he now 
for the firft time beheld his (ifter, had rob- 
bed her fair cheeks of their tender bloom ; 
ier eyes were fwollen, and her voice was 
faltering and faint. Orlando feated her 
near Selina, and, fitting down by thcnii 
threw one arm round each of them ; and, 
looking with a fmile on both, faid, ^^ Why, 
what filent girls you are ! — Selina ! is it thus 
you greet your new friend ? You who will 
talk to me of her for an hour, and never 
ceafed foliciting of me to contrive this un- 
hoped for meeting ? — And you, Monimia! 
Come, come, I muft have you more con- 
verfable. — Let us confider, my dear girls, 
how you may meet hereafter ; for, without 
accomplidiing that, the prefent meeting 
will only ferve to tantalize us all. 
. . The tears, which (he had for a moment 
reftrained, again filled the eyes of Monimia. 
f^But, turning tliem tenderly on Orlando, 
die Cghing faid, " Ah ! how can I hope 
your fifler Selina, amiable and indulgent as 
.Jhc feiepisj will again incur^ for me^ hazard 

which 
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which I fee now makes her tremble, and 
iears which I myfelf can hardly endure ?— 
Indeed, Orlando, if you did but know what 
t have fufFered fincc I waited here in ex- 

pcdVation of your coming f *' I know 

it," cried Orlando, imagining Ihe alluded 

to his father's having been at the door of 

the Study — " But luckily you had takea 

the precaution to lock the door ; which T, 

little fufpefting that this part of the houfe 

would be vifited, had negleded to defire. 

So, as my father neither faw nor fufpefted 

any thing but that my brother was in this 

room, there is no harm done, nor any thing 

to fear." 

Monimia figjied, but thought it was im- 
proper, before Selina, to repeat the dia* 
logue that (he had heard between .Mr. 
Philip Somerive and his female compa* 
nion. She was far, however, from believ- 
ing there was nothing to fear ; and their 
fhort conference was to her embittered with 
the dread of a difcovery, which flie could 
not conquer. Selina, trnfting to the judg- 
ment of her brother, and defirous of oblig- 
ing 
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ing him, fucceeded better in conquering 
the reflraiac (he had at firil felt; aod, 
charmed with the voice, the manner 
and perfon of Monimia, fhe eagerly entered 
into his views, and talked over the means 
by which they might fometimes meet, if, 
as was too probable, invincible obftacks 
continued to be oppofecl to their feeing 
each other by the confent of Mr, and Mrs, 
Son>erive — that of Mrs. Rayland could hot 
be afked, and that of Mrs. Lennard they 
were furc would not be granted. 

In this converfation Orlando fpoke of 
what was to happen when he was gone, in 
terms that fignified how certain he was that 
he fliould go. Monimia's heart funk as he 
repeated, " When I am not here, I can- 
not fee that there can be any objedlion to 
your openly feeing my fillers.*'—** Alas!" 
thought fhe, ** what wretched company 
fhall we then be to each other ! yet to fee 
the fillers of Orlando will always be. a com- 
fort to me/* Selina too heard with extreme 
pain the frequent mention he made of his 
departure i and haying, from many obfer- 

vationi 
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mons ihe had made on the behaviour of 
eneral Tracy, during his refidelice of 
moft five weeks in her fether's houfe, 
►nceived a very unfavourable opinion of 
m' — her diflik^e amounted aimed, to de- 
flation when (he confidered him as being 
«; principal mover of the plan which was 
lus to rob her. of her bdoved brother, 
/hatever (he thought of his condudt ia 
ther refpefts, (he had the prudence to keep 
► herfelf, and aflfeded to diflike him only 
a account of Orlando. 
Among the various Uttle fchcmes which 
ere confidered for the future acquaintance 
f Selina and Monimia, none feemed fuffi^ 
icntly iafe to be adopted without farther 
Dnfideration ; but Orlando promifed to 
link of them all, and to acquaint them 
oth with the refult of his refledtions- It 
as by this time neceffary to part — Orlando 
ropofed leading his filler back to the rooni, 
id carrying her immediately to his mo- 
iCT, to tell her that (he had been in his 
partment, that any furprize excited by 
ef;..abfence alight be ended without farther 
Vol. JI. L enquiry j 
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enquiry ; while Monimia hoped to find her 
way back to her own room, as fafely as flic 
had before traverfcd the houfe in her way 
from it. 

They were then rcluftantly bidding 
adieu, when they were thundcrftruck by 
an attempt from without to force open the 
door. Orlando, thrown for a moment entire- 
ly off his guard, turned pale ; and, cafting 
towards Monimia a look of anguifli and 
terror, he cried, " Who can it be ? what 
(hall we do ?'• — The tender timid Monimia 
had at this inftant more prefence of mind ' 
than he had : *^ Let me go," faid Ihc, 
** into your bed-chamber— there I can 
Jock myfelf in : then afk who it is ; and, 
if it is one who has a right to enquire into 
your aftions, open the door, and let him 
fee j^ou arc fitting here with your fifter.*' 
There was not a monient to deliberate, (of 
the perfon without ftrll tried to open. the 
aot)r. Orlando waved his hand to Moni- 
mia to execute her projeft : — (he glided 
a^ivay, and (hut after her the door, whidi 
vis hung on both fides with tapciftry and 

(hut 
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fhiit without noife, while Orlando demand- 
ed, in a loud and' angry voice, who was at 
the door, and what was their bufinefs ? At 
firfk a feigned voice anfwered, ** Open the 
door, good friends, and you (hall know 
our bufinefs.'* Orlando anfwered, ^* I (hall 
hot open it till I know to whom ;'*— and 
then a violent burft of laughter difcovered 
it to be Philip — who cried, " Soho ! .have 
I caught you. Sir Roland ? Is this my good,, 
pious and immaculate brother ?**" What 
folly is this !" faid Orlando angrily as he 
opened the door — '• and is it not ftrange 
that I cannot fit a moment in my own room 
with Selina, but you cnuft break in upon us 
like a drunken conftable^'' *^ Gently, Sir 
Knight r* anfwered Philip Somerive as he 
ftaggier^d into the room — " fair and foftly, 
if you pleafe ! no hard words to your elderst 
moft valorous chevalier ! — Selina is it?— By 
this light fo it is! Well— I did not think, 
riiy good brother, you were fo eager to put 
off your precious bargain upon me, only 
for the pleafur_e of a- tlte-a-tete with our 
little (imple Selina. I thought you had 
' " ' ' La -H^x^ 



220 THE OLD MAWOR HOUSE. _ 

very different game in view — Egad, Tm 
not clear now that I have been miftaken— 
Heh, child !** added he turning -to Selina, 
*' are you very Aire you are nota-biind? 
why, my dear little whey face, what m^es 
you look fo pale ?" 

*^ Your (Irange behaviour, brother,** 
faid Selina, who tried to colled: fpirk 
enough to fpeak without betraying the 
agitation (he was thrown into. ** Come, 
come, child I" replied he, ^* IcAured as I 
am on all hands, I (hall not let babes and 
fucklings preach to me. Your mamma, mifs, 
won't be very well pleafed, I can tell you, 
if (he does not find you with the other 
tniGjps ; tlveyarejuft going away, I believe. 
The old woman is gone up to her apart- 
ment, and the mifles are ordered off. There's 
the General, like my mother's gentleman* 
uflier, hunting the fair bevy together, and 
there will bp a 'hue and cry after you in ^ 
moment.''^ — ** Very well 1" anfwered SeE- 
na ; ^* Mapima wiU not be angry when (he 
kAOWsl am only with Orlando.'* ^* And I,*' 
faid Oilandoj *^ fliall take care of her back } 

therefore 
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therefore you need not, Philip, be under 
any concern about her.'* 

" Well, then,'* cried this tormentor, 
*• as 1 am curfed tired, my dear knight, and 
have got a devililh headach, prithee, when 
thou art gone, lend me thy apartment for 
half ah hour's quiet. I've promifed George 
Green and half a dozen more of them, to 
meet them by and by in Pattenfon's room, 
and make out the night according to good 
old cuftom J and if I get a nap while the 
ibber party, the cats and their kittens, arc 
trundling off, I (hall efcape all the plaguy 
forinality of ** Wifti you good night, dear 
ma'am ! —hope you'll catch no cold ! — fliall 
be glad to hear you got home fafe I — moft 
agreeable evening indeed ! — willi we may 
meet here this time twelvemonth !" — and 
fuch mawkifli cant ; and I (hall be as fre(h 
as morning to meet the good fellows by and 
by — So, come. Sir Rowly, lend me your 
bed for a little. I'll fend in pretty Betty," 
added he leering, " to make it for you be- 
fore you come to bed." 

L 3 Orlando, 
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Orlando, fearing, from this ftrange pro- 
pofal, his brother was aware how impo&blc 
it was for him to grant it, now looked more 
confufed than ever, and faid very pceviftily, 
** You are fo drunk now, Philip, that it 
will be much wifer and more decent for 
jou to go home direftly — I at leaft will have 
jiothing to do with your ftay. Come, Sc* 
Jina, let us go — Philip, I will follow you.** 

** No, indeed you will rtot !" replied he, 
fetting himfelf down by the fire, " If you 
won't lend me your bed, you will at Icaft 
let me have a chair.*' 

" I will leave nobody in my room,** &id 
Orlando warmly>. 

** What 1 haft got any bank-notes ? hai 
thy old woman given thee a little hoard ? 
Egad ftie has !— Pvc a good mind to rum- 
mage, that I may know what brotherly 
help thou couldft give in cafe of a bad 



run/' 



^* This is infupportable !" cried Orlando : 
•^<^ What*(hall I do with him ?" whifpered 
he to Selina. Poor Selina, unable to ad- 
vifej was in as great confternation as the 

half 
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half diftrafted Orlando, who walked about 
the room, a mooienti confidering by what 
means he could difengage bicnrelf from 
this troublcfome vifitor; but unable to* 
think of any, he was beginning, in mere 
deipair, to expoftulate with him anew, when 
ihe approach of other persons was heard in 
the parlour; and Mr. Somefive himfelf, 
apparendy in great difpleafure, entered the 
library, 

^* Orlando!*' cried he, ^« Philip I Seli- 
jfta ! wlilit is all this ? to what purpofe arc 
ye. all here ? — Selina ; your mother is much 
'mmazed at yourabfence. 
• (^lando, then colleding his fcattered 
thoughts, related, that he had merely 
brought Selina thither for a few moments 
to ihew her his apartments, which flic had 
never feen; and that while they were fit- 
ting quietly together, Philip, " whofe fitua- 
tion,^ Sir, you fee,'* faid he, ** came in, 
and I could not prevail upon him to leave 
us, or to fuffer us to return altogether to 
the company/' 

Mr. Somerive, now fpeaking wi^h an air 
L 4 of 
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t>f authority and concern to his eldeft fbi!, 
received only an account of his rcqueft to 
Orlando, which, he infiftcd upon- it, was a 
very reafonabk one. *• Yot> are indeed," 
faid his father, " fit only to go to bed ; but 
it muft not be in Mrs. Rayland*s houfe-* 
you muft come. Sir, with me/' 

Young Sbmerive than arofe to obey ; for 
his father, when he was prefent, and iad 
refolutioh to be peremptory, ftill retained 
fome power over him. He ftaggered hbw- 
cver fo much that he was unable to proceed. 
Mr. Someiive bade Orlando aiSft hior, 
which he was willing enough to do; but* as 
Philip leaned upon him he whifpered, " Sir 
Knight ! if I can give the reverend fenior 
the flip, J will ftill have my nap, and finifli 
the evening with thofe joyous fouls ; d— me 
ifldon^t!'* 

This threat terrified Orlando more than 
ever : he knew how likely it was to be exe- 
cuted ; and therefore, in the hope that he 
might be able prefently to return and re* 
leafe Monimia, whofe longer abfence from 
her room might be attended with the njoft 

alarming 
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alarming confequcnces, he haftily deter-^ 
mined to lock the Study door, and thus con- 
vince his brother that his fcheme ofreturning 
thither, to which he faw he adhered either 
with the ftupid obftinacy of intoxication, 
or difguifing, under its appearance, know- 
ledge more deftruflive, was impraftible. 
He therefore, as foon as they were all out of 
the room, locked the door, and, faying aloud 
he had done fo, he proceeded before his fa- 
ther, with a candle in his hand, to the apart- 
ment where Mrs. Rayland, much fatigued 
with the exertions of the evening, was taking 
leave of her guefts. Philip, who feemed 
by no means in a condition to appear be- 
fore her, had been configned, in the the way, 
to the care of one of the men-fervants, who 
had feated him by the fire in a paflage- 
parlour, where he was in a few moments 
faft afleep. 

Mrs. Somerive, to whom Selina's ab- 
fence was eafily accounted for, gently chid 
her for not faying whither fhe was going; 
and the long ceremonies of good-night on 
all hands being at length over, Orlando 
L 5 handed 
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-handed to her coach the nymph whom he 
••had, in her opinion, fo iin gallantly for- 
'fakcn. He found her fo much hurt at 
•being made over to his brother, who proba^ 
•bly had not acquitted himfelf to her fatif- 
faftion, that he found it neceffary to apo- 
logize, at which however he was extremely 
awkward, affuring her, with much hefita- 
tion, that he was not aware that (he wodd 
"fo foon quit the dancing-room, and that 
' he flattered himfelf with the expeftation of 
' being honoured with her hand in a dance, 
where he could acquit himfelf in a manner 
' more worthy fo excellent a jpartner. 

The Lady received his excufeswith cold- 
nefs and difdain ; but theDodor, who heard, 
feemed more willing to accept them in good 
' part. ** I never fufpeded. Sir,'' cried the 
' confequential Divine, "that, with your un- 
derftanding, you could fail to appreciate the 
Lady whofe hand you held — It is not the 
fond partiality of the father, but common 
• candour, which leads' me to fay, that of 
equals fhe has few in merit, fuperiors none. 
' 1 hope we (hall meet here again, Mr. Or- 
lando} 
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lando ; and that we (hall fee you, with good 
Mr. and Mrs, Somerive, ,^nd theh .fine fa-- 
mily, at Combe Park, Good . Mrs. Ray- 
land, I heartily hope, that moft worthy lady, 
who^ bears her years furpriiingly well, wiU 
be able, before the winter's rigorous ^ad^ 
vances lay an embargo on valetudinarians ; 
I fay, I hope my excellent old friend will 
fix on fome day to grace our poor abode, 
and facrifice with us to the hoipitable ^el? 



ties/' 



-Orlando bowed his aflent to a fpeegh 
which he began to fear would laft all night. 
—No effort df his, however, could have 
flopped the flreani of the Dodor's elo- 
quence, when once it began to flow ; but 
fortunately Mrs. Holly bourn found it. cold, 
and faid pecvifhly, " Dear Dodtor! you 
keep Ann in a thorough air — Pray confider 
— (he has been dancing, and 1 tremble for 
the effefts of fuch a current of air——*' 

Bleffings on your care! thought Orlando, 

who was in the moft extreme uneafinefs all 

this time, left Monimia, who he knew 

could not efcape from his room, (hould be 

L 6 miffed 
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mifled in her own. The parade, however, 
-that was yet made before this family were 
feated :in their carriage, took up feveral 
minutes more; and even when Orlando 
had at length the fatisfadlion to fee them 
-driven from the door, he was compelled to 
attend to the difpofal of his father, his mo- - 
ther, his four fitters, and the General, who ^ 
could. not for fome time fettle how they 
ibould return— the General being folici* 
tous to take two of the young ladies in his 
poftchaife; to which Mrs. Somerive very 
j)eremptorily objcdled, to the amazement 
of her hufband, who, not fl^ving the leaft 
idea of her rhotives, cried, *♦ Blefs me, my 
dear ! it will be better furely to put anf 
two of the girls under the care of General 
Tracy, than to crowd him with' me and 
Philips who, if we can find him, is not, I 
fear, in a ftate to travel without incommod- 
ing his companions.*' — " Well, then," re? 
plied Mrs. Somerive, frightened at having 
faid more than flie; intended, " I will have 
the pleafure of going in the General's car- 
riage, and Emma can fit between us with*^ 

out 
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out inconvenience;** I n 't^4is . armngmcnt 
the General; was obliged to^acqiuefce, and 
even to appear p}eafed with it, though it 
baffled the fchemes he had been laying the 
whole evening. This fecond carriage then 
departed ; and now Orlando^ 'who could 
well have Jeft his fifters in the care of his 
father, would have flown to his imprifoned 
Monimia — But a new difficulty arofe : his 
brother, for whom fearch had been naiaking, 
as well in the room where he had been left 
fleeping, as in every other part of the houfc 
that had been opened for company, Was 
no-where to be fognd. 

The Somerive family had all taken their 
leave of Mrs. Ray land, and waited in a 
parlour near the hall. Mr, Somerive now 
expreOed great alarm at the ill fuccefs of 
thofe inquiries that had been made after 
his eldeft fon. " Perhaps, Sir," faid Or- 
lando — ^*^ perhaps my brother, finding him- 
felf, when he awoke, unfit to appear, is 
gone home on foot/^ Orlando had indeed 
very different canje<5turesi and, in the 
whole tenor of his behaviour that evening, 

found 
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found reafon to fear that he bad buttoa 
pofitive information relative to MoDimiai 
and was determiaed to deted her. This 
:apprehenrion, and the dread of her being 
miffed by her aunt, who would in all pro- 
bability vifit lier room as foon as the com- 
pany were difperfed, gave to Orlando^s 
manner fuch wildnefs and confufion as in- 
creafed the diftrcfs of his father. Orlando 
.repeated, ^« I am perfuaded, Sir, Philip is 
gone home — ^I dare fay you may yourfelf 
jreturn quite eafy/* 

• ** Are you fo eafy yourfelf then ?'* an- 
fwered Mr. Somerive — *^ I think not, Or- 
lando, from your countenance. Even ad- 
mitting that my fon has walked homeward, 
and will not commit any impropriety which 
fhall expofe him, or injure him in the opi* 
nion of Mrs. Rayland, is there nothing to 
fear for the fafety of a man who has fuch 
a road to travel, in fuch a ftat? ?'* 

" Let me, Sir, go then, and feek for 

him ori that road; and do you, I entreat 

you, return home and make yourfelf eafy. 

A longer delay will not only alarm my mo^ 

• iher. 
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ber, but occafion enquiries on the part of 
ilrs. Rayland, who will probably hear of it 
►y her fervants j — nor caa it indeed anfwer 
ny purpofe, fince every fearch that can be 
nade has already been made within the 
loufc/' 

«^ Have you the key of your own apart- 
ment ?'' 

«^ I have, Sir/* replied Orlando, trem- 
bling left his father was about to afk for it. 
«* I locked the door of the Study when we 
all left it together." 

" He cannot therefore be there/' faid 
Mr. Somerive, mufing — •^ I cannot con- 
jedure where he can be !'* 

'^ Pray, Sir/' cried Orlando, '^ pray be 
compofed, and fuffer me to go the park'. 
way homeward — I am perfuaded my bro- 
ther is fafe." 

** He does not indeed," faid Mr. Some- 
rive with a deep figh — ^' he does not de- 
ferve the folicitude I feel for him. Orlan- 
do, on you I depend for finding and con- 
ducing him home/' 

Orlando folemnly aflured his father and 
• his 
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•tiis fiftcrs that he would do fo; and as 
:their remaining longer at the Hall contri* 
buted nothing towards relieving their un» 
cafinefs, they at length determined to go. 

When they were gone, Orlando hoped 
that the alarms of the night were over, and 
ihat Mrs. Lennavd, as the tenants and all 
the fervants were ftill dancing in the hall^ 
would not have time to think of the ufual 
ceremony of locking Monimia*s door at 
ten o'clock. It was now however twelve. 

With a palpitating heart then he went to 
find her. She was ftill locked in his bed- 
chamber, where, half diftrafted by fears of 
every kind, (he had had fufEcient time to 
refleft.on all the hazards (he incured by 
thefe clandeftine meetings with Orlando j 
and fometimes determined, if (he efcaped 
detection this time, never to be prevailed 
upon to venture it again. ^ — Then the fad 
recoUe^ion, that he would foon ceafe 
to a(k it, and that, if (he did not meet him 
thus, (he muft reliaqui(h the pleafure of 
ever fpeaking to him at all, (hook the refo- 
lution which fear and prudence united to 

produce ; 
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duce ;^-<tnd (he alnioft wilObed^ dreadful 
t would at the moment be, that a. dif- 
ery might compel them to the expedi- 
Orlando once named — that of their 
ng together, and trailing to Providence 
the reft. 



CHAP^ 
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CHAP. XI. 



ORLANDO found Monimia alarmed 
and dcjeded } but hardly giving him- 
felf time to re-aflure her^ and account for 
his long abfence, he befought her to haftcn 
to her room — *^ I hope/' faid he, *^ and 
believe the houfe is quite uninhabited oa 
this fide ftill, for all the fervants are in tht 
hall. My brother is miffing, and I have 
promifed my father to find him and coa* 
du6t him home. What a tafk ! for I kno\v 
not where to look for him : not a moment 
muft be loft, fince my family are in fuch 
cruel alarms. However, I will wait here, 
Xny Monimia, till I think you are fafe in 
your turret, and then fet out— I know not 
whither — on this fearch/* 

Monimia haftened to do as he defired- 

€€ But 
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'•But is Betty/* faidaie, *i in the hall? I 
have reafons, which I have not now time to 
explain, for believing they are together." 
V I knovy not,*' anfwered Orlando, whofe 
fears every moment increafed ; " I care 
not what happens if you are but once in 
fefcty.'' 

Monimia then with light and timid fteps 
pafTed through the adjoining parlour. She 
found all that end of the houfe deferted^ 
and regained the long paffage which led 
from her turret to the apartment of her 
aunt. All was quiet ; and (he flattered her« 
fclf that Mrs. Lennard, occupied by thq 
attention neceflary to be (hewn to the 
guefts, had for once omitted the ceremony 
pf locking the doors of that part of the 
houfe, and particularly hers, at the ufual 
hour. In this hope (he tripped along the 
paiTage, and had juft reached the door of 
her own room, when Mrs. Lennard, with 
a candle in her hajid, appeared at the other 
end. There was no hope of efcape — She 
dood trembling, unable to open the lock, 
which (he held in her hand ; while her aunt 

with 
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with a hafty ftepand an angry Gountertancc 
advanced towards her — " Hey-day, Ma- 
dam I'* cried Mrs. Lennard, ** pray, what 
makes you here ? fo dreffed too, I affure 
you! I thought I had ordered you not to 
leave your room. Pr'ythee^ Mifs, where 
have you been ? and how have you dared 
to difobey my orders ?*' 

*^ Dear aunt,'* cried the affrighted Mo- 
nimia, in a voice almoft inarticulate through 
fear— *^ Dear aunt t be not fo very angry 
—Every year till now yoU were fo good as 
to give jne leave to go- into the hall-gaHcry 
to look at the dancers for a quarter of an 
hour. I dreSed myfelf in hopes that fome 
time in the evening I (hould fee you to aft 
leave— it grew very late, you did not come 
to my room, and fo ^*^ 

** And fo, huffey, you left.it without, 
did you ?"— Monimia, unwilling to advance 
another direft faifchood, remained filentj 
and Mrs. Lennard, fixing her fierce en- 
quiring eyes upon her, faid fternly, ** Mo- 
nimia, there is fomething in your conduft 
which I do not underftand— I fufpeft that 

you 
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you are a very wicked girl — I have had 
bints given me more than once, that you 
are impofing upon me, and ruining your- 
fclf." 

** How can I impofe upon you. Ma? 
dam ?" faid Monimia, who, believing the 
cxifis of her fate was now approaching^ 
tried to colledl a Iktle fpirit — *« How can 
I .impofe upon you ? Do you not always 
confine me to my room, and have I any 
means of leaving it without <yourconfent?'' 

^^ That is what 1 am determined to dif- 
trover/* cried Mrs. Lennard — (Monimia 
became paler than before) — *' You have a 
jalfe key, or you have fome other means of 
getting out — However, it is not at prefent 
a time to enquire into this. Go now. Ma- 
dam, to your room, and to your bed. Hav- 
ing feen jk)u hereis enough to convince me, 
•that the intelligence I have had given me is 
«ot.witiiout grounds. Come, Mifs, as you 
may perhaps choofe to fet out again— 'if you 
have, as Ifufped, the meansof opening the 
door — I (hall wait here till you are in bed, 
jand take away. tl\c candle. " 

Monimia, 
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Monimia, who dreaded nothing fo mucli 
fts that Orlando might afcend the fecrct 
flairs, in order to enquire if fhe was fafc, 
while her aunt was yet with her, haftened 
to undrefs herfelf ; and as (he feared that, 
if all were filent in her room, Orlando might 
fpeak without the door, which would inevi- 
tably difcovcr them at once, (he wiftied; 
for the firft time in her life, that the copi- 
ous dream of eloquence with which the 
pleafure of fcolding always fupplied Mrs. 
Lennard might liow continue in full force 
—(he therefore contrived to fay fomething 
which (he imagined would produce this, 
and (he fucceeded. Provoked at Mofii- 
mia'js attempt to excufe or defend heifelf) 
and impatient at being kept from the pajty 
below, in which . (he confidered herfclf, 
now that her lady and the guefts were with- 
drawn, as the firft figure, Mrs, Lennard 
fparcd ^ot her lungs, nor was (he very nice 
in the choice of thofe epithets which moft 
forcibly ' expreflfed her anger againft her 
jiiece* In the midft of this harangue, Or- 
lando, impatient to know whether Monimia 
, . was 
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ivas fafe, and unable to fct out in fearclvof 

his brother till he had obtained this fatif- 

fadtion, foftly afcendej the narrow flairs, 

and in a moment was convinced that, all 

their efcapes, during this perilou/s eveping^ 

had ended in a Cpmplete difcovery pf theitr 

intelligence J, for to nothing lefs could he 

impute the fury in which Mrs.. Lennard. 

appeared to be. Under this imprelijon,^ 

hisfptirits and temper quite ejchaufted by 

the various; perverfe. ^.ccidems that , had: 

withm'a.few hours befallen himi — irritated 

by frequent difappointment, and indignant 

at the infults to which he believfed Monimia 

vas at the moment expofed, be was oh the 

point of burfting into the robm, declaring 

his affedlion for her,, and qieetihg'at fence 

the invedives of her aunt,- the renpnciatioa 

of all his hopes from Mrs. /Rayland, and 

the difpleafure of his awafamily. He ^Jamed. 

himfelf for not having before tiken a^ftcp 

vhich^. whatever might be its future .<ion*l 

fcquence, would at lead be decifive; and* 

lave Monimia from thofe cruel alarrns and' 

diftrefling conflicts, to which iiii Ibvehad' 

4 fo 
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fo long made her liable. But at the motnefit 
that his hand was lifted to execute this rafli 
purpofe, the ftorm within feemed to abate: 
he heard Mrs, Lennard fay — ** I aflbrc 
you, that the very next time 1 fee or hear 
the lead grounds for believing you are car- 
rying on fuch a correfpondence, that day 
(hall be the laft of your ftay under this 
roof." This gave Orlando hope that thcjr 
might not be abfolutely difcovered ; and 
at the fame moment the idea of his father 
made more unhappy, and deploring 
the fate that gave him two fons equally 
carelefs of their duty — of his beloved and 
affeftionatc mother weeping at the dif- 
obedience of her children— arofe forcibly 
to check his precipitate refoiution. He 
hefitated ; he liftened ; Mrs, Lennard fpoker 
lower, but ftill in a tone of remonflrancc 
and reproach. He determined to wait to 
^eak to Monimla after her departure, but 
(he feemed not likely to depart ; and as be 
attentively liftened to what he could not 
now very exaftly diftinguifli, the terms 
ia which Hie expreffed her indignation^ 

he 
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be heard feverai voices calling him in the 
park. This was a new alarm-— To iflue 
frotn the lower part of the turret at fuch 
an hour, when it was impoflfible he could 
have any bufinefs there, was not to be 
thought of : yet the door was not clofed, and 
he believed it not improbable that the people 
vtho were he apprehended in fearch of his 
brother, might at length feek bim there ; as 
his intoxication, when he was miffing, might 
lead them to imagine that he might have 
gone into fome ot the buildings and have 
fallen afleep* He defccnded therefore, and 
"Waited at the door. The voices were now 
at a diftance ; and apparently being near 
the apartment of Mrs. Rayland, the per- 
fons who had before called aloud were 
afraid of difturbing her. He feized this 
opportunity of efcaping; and, following the 
(bund, which was ilill heard at intervals, 
he met at length the groom and the under 
footman, who told him that Mr. Philip 
Somerive had returned about a quarter of 
an hour before into the room, where he 
was now fo extremely riotous that he had 
Vol. II. M ^ox. 
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got into a quarrel with one of the young 
farmers ; that he had dripped to box ; and 
that every interpofuion of theirs only ferved 
to enrage him more. They therefore bc- 
fought Orlando to return into the hall, that 
he might appeafe and prevail upon his 
brother to go home ; for that their Lady, 
already alarmed by the noifc, had fent 
down orders to have the houfe immediately 
(hut up, and for the people to depart. A 
thoufand times during the courfe of this 
evening had poor Orlando execrated his 
own folly, that had thus brought his brother 
into an houfe, where, while he had been 
fuch an unceafing tbrment to him, he had 
probably efFeftually ruined himfelf. But 
there was now not a moment to give way 
to thefe repentant refleaions. He haften- 
ed therefore into the room, where his brother, 
awakened from the ftupor of drunkennefs 
into its'moft extravagant phrenfy, had taken 
fome offence at a young man 'of the com- 
pany, and was now withheld only by Ihc 
united ftrength of three ftout farmers from 

fighting. 
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fighting. Orlando for fome time argued 
fltod implored in vain. The fury of Philip 
only changed its objedt, and was direfted 
Itgainfl him. But with his opponent, whofc 
blunt Englifli fpirit was not, as he declared, 
*f at all difpofed to yield tamely to the in- 
fults of any Tquire, no not the biggeft 
Yquire in the king's tJominions,*' the 
cool reafoning of Orlando had more effedV. 
He foothed then this juftly offended ruftic, 
and, promifing that Philip (hould hereafter 
acknowledge the impropriety of his beha- 
viour, he prevailed on him to depart with 
Pattenfon and fome other of the men into 
another room ; and then his brother being 
almofl: exhaufted, and relapfing again into 
ftupidity, Orlando wifhed to condud him 
home. This was however, on confideration, 
found to be impoflible ; for he was equally 
unable to ride or walk, even with the affift- 
ance which Orlando was very ready to lend 
him. In thi^ dilemma nothing remained 
but to put him into his own bed 5 where, 
being at a great diftance from Mrs. Ray- 
land, there was no probability of her 
M 2 kno^Nvv\<gj^ 
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Knowing die (late to which fais intemper- 
ance had rcdiured him^ This then he ck' 
termined to da Pattenfon and a party of 
the men who were in habits <>f driakiag 
had already wuhdi'awn : the women werp 
huddling away to their rcfpe<5livc hoiws; 
and Orlando, with the help of the grooflii 
carried off the almoft fenfelefs Philip to 
his own bed-chamber, where he left him 
on his bed ; and then, harafftd and un- 
happy as be was, fatigued with all that had 
happened, and torn to pieces with anxiety 
about Monimia, he yet had another taft 
to perform, which he felt, however painful, 
to be neceffary — ^and this was, to walk to 
Weft Wolverton, that, by his account rf 
Philip, he might quiet the fears of his father 
as to his perfonal fafety. 

He arrived there, quite worn' out widi 
uneafinefs ; and the pale countenance and 
dilhevelled hair with which he entered the 
parlour, feemed to confirm all the fears 
with which the unfortunate Somerivc had 
been tormented on account of his eldeft 
fbn. He found him walking backwards 

and 
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and forwards in the parlour, liflening to 
every noife ; and he had pafled the whole 
tntervai in this manner, except that he had 
now and then gone up flairs to his wife, 
vbom he had prevailed upon to go to bed, 
to pcrfuadc her to mitigate thofe fears under 
which he was himfelf agonized. At this 
]un<5ture the appearance of Orlando, whofe 
look$ feemed to fpeak only of fome fad 
cataftrophe^ deprived his father for a mo- 
ment of the power of aiking what intelli- 
gpsce he brought;, and when lie could 
fpeak, it was only to fay — *• Orlando ! your 
brother ?"-«*' He isfafc,dear Sir," anfwered 
Qrlandai " pray be not thus alarmed.*' 
••: Relate then,^' cried Mr, Somerive in an 
eager voice, ** relate where he is — wretch- 
ed boy r—^' Indeed, Sir,^* faid Orlando 
extremely (hocked at the look and manner 
of his father, " you confider this matter 
cnore ferioully than it deferves, and arc 
^bre alarmed than the occafion feems to 
require.** He then related what had hap- 
pened, foftening however his brother's folly 
u much as he could ;. and aflured his father 
M 3^ that 
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that he would take care Philip fliould re- 
turn in the morning, and that Mrs, Ray- 
land (hould be kept ignorant of the con- 
fuCon his intemperance had dccafioned. 

** You are a noble and excellent creature, 
Orlando," cried Somerive, with a figh as 
if his heart would break ; *^ but God knows 
what will become of your unhappy brothcrt 
This relapfe into debauchery, fo degrading, 
awakens all my fears — fears, which a little 
fubfided on his unexpefted return borne. 
But it is not an hour, my dear boy, to 
detain you with the mifery that I fee awaits 
\is all. Since you have given up your bed 
to Philip, I defire you will take one here, 
while I haften to quiet the anxiety which 
has almoft overcome your poor mother, 
who imagined nothing lefs than that her 
fan was drowned, or thai fome odier horrid 
calamity had befallen him/* 

Mr. Somerive then departed ; and Or- 
lando, though fomewhat comforted by hav- 
ing the power to relieve the fad folicitudc 
of his parents, was infinitely too uneafy to 
feel any inclination to deep, though he was 

fo 
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fo greatly fatigued. It was by this time day- 
light ; and, after feme refledion, he refolved 
to return back to the Hall, and to await in 
the library the hour when he (hould be de- 
livered from the unwelcome inmate whom 
he had been compelled to admit. Every 
other anxiety however that aflailed him 
was unfelt, when he thought of the fituation 
in which he had left Monimia. The har(h 
tones in which the threats of Mrs. Lenn^rd 
were delivered ftill rung in his ears ; and 
his fancy reprefented the lovely viclim of 
her ill humour drowned in tears, yielding, 
to defpair, and perhaps recoUefting with 
anguiQi and regret the moments (lie had 
given to his importunate love. It wai 
broad day by the time he returned to the 
Hall, and the workmen and gardeners 
were difperfed about the houfe. He dared 
not therefore indulge himfelf with another 
vifit to the turret ; but having with fomc 
difficulty obtained admittance from the 
tired and lleepy fervants, he wrapped him* 
felf in his great coat, and fat down in the 
Study, where he eafily difcovered, by the 
M 4 loud 
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loud fnoring from the adjoining room, thai 
Philip was ileeping away the effeAs of the 
powerful draughts of the preceding night. 
Orlando, half tempted to envy the ftate of 
forgetfulnefs into which he had fallen^ 00 
cupied himfelf in reflefting on the (Irangc 
and perverfe accidents of the evening, in 
which he and Monimia had trembled fa 
often oA the brink of difcovery — perhaps 
were difeovered, juft at the time when tbcf 
had flattered themfelves with the hope thit 
they might the more fecurety meet. He 
revolved all that was likely to happen if 
Mrs. Lennard was really acquainted witli^ 
their correfpondence 1 and heiitated noc to> 
refolve, in that cafe, to go to his father^ ta 
declare his afTeftion for Monimia, and to 
refcue her from the tyranny of her aunt, 
whatever might enfue. On the other handi 
if their acquaintance yet remained doubtful, 
or only fufpeded, he few that prudence 
and duty, his tendernefs for Monimia, and 
his afFeftion for his father, equally didlated 
their prefent feparation ; and that, to which- 
ever of thefe he liftened, they agreed in 

pointing 
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pointing out his leaving Monimia now, to' 
acquire fomc eftablilhment which might 
give them at leaft a probability, without 
the breach of any duty, of being happily 
united hereafter. There was fomething:, 
huqiiliating to his ingenuous mind, in all 
the arts and prevarications which their 
clandeftinc correfpondence compelled him 
to ufc himfelf^ and to teach the innocent : 
M6mmia«. A thoufand : times he wilked; 
that; he. had been born the fon of a day- 
labourer; that his parents, entertaining for- 
him no views of ambition,, had lefthim to> 
purfue his own inclinations. . A. thoufand ; 
times h< lamented that Monimia was not 
drcumftanced like Mifs Holly bourn, that 
be might openly have addrefled her : and; 
die ifnag(; of the arrogant hcirefs arofe with i 
redoubled difgyft to his mind, when he • 
compared' her fituation with that: of his^ 
defolate orphan Monimia, More than* 
tbre<^ hours pafled away^ while thefe 
thoughts^ were fludtuating in his mind. 
At. the end of that time he was aroufed by 
M 5 the 
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the entrance of Betty, who pertly demand- 
ed if he did not choofe any breakfaft ? 

He defired to have it brought. To which 
the girl replied, " Perhaps you had rather 
breakfaft with the old women ?*' — «* Whom 
do you mean ?** enquired Orlando. 

*^ Mean!*' anfwered flie j *' why, who 
(hould I mean, but miftrefs, and mother 
Lennard ? There's no other old woman in 
the houfe as I knows on, nor there had 
not need. They've been enquiring after 
you." 

" After me ?'* 

" Yes,'* replied Betty. " And Madam 

I fuppofe will tie you on to her apron-ftring 

foon, for fhe is never eafy without you. 

Upon my word, Mr. Orlando, you look a 

little rakifh though, I think, for fuch a 

Jober young gentleman, and confidering 

too that you did not demean yourfelf with 

dancing as you ufed to do with us fervants, 

after the gentlefolks were gone. I warrant 

however that you did not pafs the time at 

prayers/^ 

** You 
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•* You give your tongue ftrange iicenfe/* 
aid Orlando, who endeavoured to conceal 
lis vexation, for he imagined that all al- 
iuded to Monimia. *' However, do tell 
me, if Mrs. Raylaad wiflaes me to break- 
Eift with her?'' 

*' I knows nothing about her wifhes/* 
replied the girlj " I only knows that Len- 
nard have been alking every fervant in the 
boufe about you, and crofs-queftioaing one 
fo that I fuppofe (lie thoft I had got you 
locked up in my cupboard^ as they fay (he 
ufed for to have the men folk in her young- 
er days in the houfekeeper's (lore- room.. 
The old woman and the oven for that ! Set 
a, thief to catch a thief 1** 

" I do defire," faid Orlando,. « that 
you would have done with all this, and tell 
me whether Mrs. Lennard expedls me at 
breakfafl: ? However,'* added he, pauf- 
ing, " I will alter my drefs, and wait upon 
her at all events ; and do be fo good as to 
prepare in the mean time fome breakfafl: for 
my brother." 

Betty then left him apparently with plea- . 
M 6 fure 
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fure to execute this laft commiffion ; and 
Orlando, after changing his clothes, went 
to Mrs. Lennard's room to enquire whether 
Mrs. Rayland wi(hed to fpeak to him, and 
at what time he might wait upon her. This 
however was not his only motive; he 
thought he fliould immediately difcern by 
Mrs. Lennard's reception of him, whedier 
his fears of a partial or an entire difcovcry 
were well founded. He fortunately found 
Mrs Lennard in the houfekeeper's room; 
and, accofting her with his ufual intercfting 
addrefs, he enquired how Mrs. Rayland 
did after the fatigues of the evening, how 
(he was herfelf, and whether he might at 
any time that morning make a perfonal 
enquiry after Mrs Rayland ? 

The fage houfekeeper received his civi- 
lities with great coldnefs,and anfwered, even 
with fome afpericy, that Mrs. Rayland was 
much better than ever (he could have expeft- 
ed aftcrfo much company. ** As to youren* 
quiring after her. Sir,'' added fhe, ^^ I don't 
eJ^ow indeed how that may be ; perhaps 

■ting on him her penetrating eyes) there 



are 
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«re other people in the houfe after whom? 
you would rather aik/* 

Orlando, whofe confcious blood rofe inta 
his checks at this fpeech,. felt them glow,, 
and the fenfktioh increafed his confofion^ 
** No/* replied he^ hefitating., " No^ 

certainly you cannot fuppofe . ; - 

that there is any body that I . . , » 

that I wi(h to enquire after more- than Mrs* 

Ray land I was mtich afraid that 

the fatigue would be too much for her/' 

«* There are other people/*' replied the 
lady, " who were fatigued alfo. I muft 
beg the favour of you, Mr. Orlando, not to 
interfere with my niece. I fuppofe it was 
by your defire or contrivance that (he took 
the liberty of leaving her room laft night, 
contrary to my pofitive orders.** 

Orlando, a little recovered from his con- 
fternation, endeavoured to laugh this off, and 
was proving to Mrs. Lennard that it was im- 
poffible for him to have occafioned this dif- 
obedience, when a fummons came for her 
to attend Mrs. Rayland j and ** I was or- 
dered. Sir," faid the footman, «* to defire 

you 
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you would come up alfo, if you were 
about the houfe.'* 

Mrs. Lennard now ftalked away with 
great dignity, and Orlando followed her^ 
more than ever alarmed for Monimia* 
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CHAP. XII. 



INSTEAD of the. reproaches Orlando 
expeded to hear, Mrs. Rayland re- 
ceived him, if not with fo much cordial 
kindnefs as ufual, at lead without any 
appearance of anger. After the ufual com- 
. pliments on his part, and fome enquiries 
on hers, whether all thole who were im- 
mediately her guefts had gone as foon as 
they left her, Mrs. Lcnnard withdrew, 
and Orlanda was left alone with the old 
Lady, and again trembled left fome re- 
moiiftrances were to be made ; for his mind 
was fo entirely occupied by that fubjedt, 
that he forgot it was poffible for the atten- 
tion of others to be differently engaged. 
His apprehenfions increafed, when Mrs. 

Rayland, 
3 
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Rayland, after a folemn filence, thus 
began : 

** I believe, Mi*. Orlando, I have given 
your abundant proof that I cfteem you above 
the reft of my kinfman's family." 

Orlando bowed, and would have faid 
that he was fenfible of and grateful for her 
kindncfs ; he could make nothing of the 
fentence — but bluftied, and faltered while 
fJtts. Ray land went on. 

** Tour father has once or twice propo- 
fed fending you out into the world, and has 
confulted me upon the occaGon. I fup- 
pofe you are not unacquainted with the 
plan he has lately thought proper to proi 
pofe for you.** 

Orlando, relieved by hearing that her 
difcourfc did not tend whither he feared it. 
would, faid that he knew General Tracy 
had offered his father to procure him a- 
commiffion 5 ** an offer, Mkdam,** comi- 
iiucd he, «« of which I waited to hear yoiK 
opiaion before I myfdf ventured to fonn. 
^jWywiflies upon tbc fobjeA,* 

cariTixig his compliifance far- 
ther 
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her than he had ever yet done. But, con- 
ufed and apprehenfivc as he was, he faid 
,ny thing which might turn tlie difcourfc 
ram what he mod dreaded, without hav- 
ng his mind enough at liberty to enquire 
igorouily into the truth or propriety of 
vhat he uttered; and even the independent 
Tpirit he had always prided himfelf on fup- 
porting, was loft amid bis fears for Mo* 
HitBia. 

Mr$i Rayland looked at him (leadily 
for a moment—* 

" You are ready then,** faid (he, " to 
(bllow smy line of llfei Orlando, whichf 
four friends approve ?*' 

•^ I am. Madam ! and always have been.** 

" And you do not diflike the army ?'* 

♦^ Very far from it, Madam.'* 

*^ I have been accuftomcd from my 
Jrouth,'* reaffumed the old Lady after another 
paufe, " to confider the profeflion of arms. 
as one of thofe which is the leaft deroga.* 
tory to the name 06 a gentleman." 

" It b honourable. Madam, to^ any 



name»'* 



My 
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" My grandfather," continued Mrs. Ray- 
land, *^ after whom you were by the per- 
miffion of our family called — my grand- 
father, I fay. Sir Orlando Rayland, appear- 
ed with diftinguiflied honour in the fervice 
of his mafter in 1685, againft the rebel 
Monmouth, though not of the religion of 
King James. My father Sir Hildebrand 
'diftinguiflied himfelf under Marlborough^ 
when he was a younger brother, and faw 
much fervice in Flanders. Of remoter 
anceftors, I could tell you of Rayiands who 
bled in the civil wars ; we were ad ways Lan- 
caftrians, and loft very great property by our 
adherence to that unhappy &imly during the 
reigns of Edward the Founh and Richard 
the Third. My great great gf and&ther, who 
\i^ aUo called Orlando .'* 

Mrs. Rayland had foon totally forgotten 
the young hero who was before ber, while 
fce «n over the names an J exploits of 
heiocs ptfti 3Lnd, Iol: la th^ir k^yaky and 
e«r pa-wds, £he ^,-gpc ciLit hxrdSv act 

ifcaa^S^tcr Clear >CT and cidr r^r.;ires 

^4 "^ 
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in the gallery above afforded. Orlando, 
however, heard her not only with patience 
but with pleafure. In recurring thus to 
them when the quellion of his profeffional 
choice was before her, it appeared that fhe 
had fomehow affociated the idea of his fu- 
ture welfare with that of their paft confe- 
quence; and beiides the fatisfadion this 
difcovery afforded him, he began to hope 
that his fears of any difcovery were quite 
groundlefs. 

Mrs, Rayland having at length com- 
pleted the catalogue of the warriors of her 
famil]^, and having no more to fay, return* 
cd to the fubje<ft which had given rife to 
this difcuffion. — ** Therefore, young kinf- 
man, I fay that, if this worthy General Tracy 
will favour you with his countenance, if 
your father and your relations approve of 
it, and if you yourfelf are difpofed for the 
profeflion of arms, I fhall be glad not only 
to give you fome afliftance towards fetting 
out, but to aid you from time to time in 
fuch means of promotion as the General 
may point out to me/* 

Orlando, 
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Orlando, who now found the whole af- 
fair decided, felt one pang at the certainty 
which prefented itfelf> that he mud quit, 
.foon quit his beloved Monimia; it was 
fevere, but momentary: and with eqoat 
warmth and Sincerity he thanked Mrs» 
Rayland for her goodnefai, and aifured ber 
that he was ready to avail himfelf q( bet 
generous intentions in his favour.. 

'^ But areyoafure^ Mr» Orlando,** add«^ 
Mrs. Rayland interrupting his acknow^ 
ledgements-— ^^ are ymi qqke fure that no 
unworthy conneAicmy no improper attaefa^^ 
ment here, will make the departure for 
your regiment difagreeabie to you ?** 

The blood that had fo often been the 
treacherous emiflary of confcicnce before^ 
now flew to the cheeks of Orlando | indeed 
his whole countenance changed fo much 
that Mrs. Rayland, though not very clear- 
fightcd,^ perceived ir. Her brow took that 
fevere look which it aJmoft always loft in 
the prcfence of her j^oung favourite — " I 
fee," cried (he, obferving Orlando ftill 

Lefitate— 
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liefitate — " I fee that I have not been mif. 
informed." ^ 

Every thing fecnied to depend on the 
prefence of mind which he was at this 
moment able to exert. He recovered him- 
(elfy and faid, in a firm and calm tone, ^' £ 
know not. Madam, what information you 
have received ; but this I know, and do 
moft folemrily affure you, that I have no 
unworthy connedion, no improper attach- 
ment — and,'* added he, animated by re- 
flefting that his love for the innocent, 

amiable Monimia was neither ;** and 

when you difcover that 1 deceive you, I 
am content to relinquifli your favour for 



ever," 



** Indeed you will lofe it," anfwcred 
Mrs. Ray land, a little relaxing of her fe- 
verity ;— ** and that I may dill have the 
pleafure of fuppofing you worthy my good 
opinion, and that well dilpofed young man 
which I have alway wiflied to find you, 
"your leaving this place a while may not be 
amifs. i know how to make feme allow- 
ance for the arts of wicked girls 5 but I 

(hall 
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fliall take care that no fuch perfon difgraces 
my family for the future. In regard to 
you, coufin, I hope you are above any 
fuch unworthy thoughts. It muft be my 
bufinefs to give proper diredions for the 
reft, and for the due regulations of my fa- 
mily. You will prepare, coufin, for your 
commiffion, which the worthy General tells 
me he expefts every day : he affures me 
it is worth upwards of four hundred pounds. 
Your father is very happy in having met 
with a real friend.*' — Orlando, thunder- 
ftruck by a fpeech which he believed re- 
lated to Monimia, ftood like a ftatue. It 
was fortunate for him that Mrs. Rayland, 
after the words wicked ^irls, continued to 
fpeak ; for, had (he not done fo, Orlando 
would infalhbly have betrayed himfelf by 
entering into a warm defence of Monimia; 
he would indeed have confefled, without 
referve, their long attachment, aiid frequent 
interviews :. but the reft of her fpeech, and the 
entrance of Mrs. Lennard, for whom flic 
rang juft as flie concluded it, gave him 
time to recoiled himfelf : yet when Mrs. 

. Rayland, 
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"Rayland, in her ufual way, difmiffed him, 
he doubted whether his honour and his/ 
love did not call upon hiai to come to an 
immediate explanation. The confideration 
and kindnefs which Mrs. Rayland expreff- 
ed for him,' fo unlike the ufual prudifli 
afperity of her difpofition, were offenfive 
and hateful to him when he believed (he 
acquitted him at the expence of Monimia. 
He haftened however to his own apartment, 
becaufe it was neceflary to fee what was 
become of his brother. It was fome alle- 
viation to his confufion and diftrefs to find 
Philip was gone ; and he fat down, endea- 
vouring to colled his thoughts, and to de^ 
termineon what was to be done. 

That Monimia was on his account to be 
difmiffed from the houfe of Mrs^ Rayland, 
and the protedion of her only relation, the 
circumftances of the preceding night, added 
to what he had juft heard, left him but 
little reafon to doubt. What then was to 
become of her ? and how could he make 
her any reparation for the injury he had 
done Jier, -but by inftantly declaring the 

truth. 
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truth, and relinquiQiing all profpeft of fa* 
ture profperi^y,. trotn which (he muftbe ex- 
cluded ? — Dwfpejrate as he fek this ftep to 
be, he was ip a«fiate of aaind that urged 
him to decide on any; thing that might 
biing (heir fate to a crifis : andi believing 
h nifclt finally dc:termined, he ftarted up 
from this fliort ccuufel with himfelf^ and 
was going haftily to the apartment of 
Mts. Raylandj when at the door he was 
Aopped by Betty, who, wid) her hat oo^ and 
a fmall bundle in her hand, dropped him 
a curtfey, and faid^ with an arch fmile, 
** I'm come to take my leave of you, 
•Squire, ai d to wi(h you well.'" 

y Whither are you going then, Betty }*^ 
(aid Orlando. 

•* Lord, Sir/' cried the girl, *^ youVe fuch 
another hard-hearted gentleman ! — What! 
I warrant you don't know that Madam have 
fent me down my wages, with orders to ^o 
out of her houfe dircctlyj and all upon 
your account." 

** Upon my account !"— <« Pattenfon it 
feems have been telling more fali'e lies id 

Madam. 



Madam, He won't believe ever finee that 
night that fomebodf was feen in your 
roont— ^I (!on*t know who^ not I-*but that 
foa atid I be too great : Madam Lennard 
would never hear on^t tiU to-day ; but now 
they're found out, by laying their old* 
noddles together, that I was out of the 
koufe lad night, and they fays 'twas along 
a yow. Knowing my own innocence, I bears 
it all ; for I be clear of the charge, as ybu 
know very well : 1 with every body could 
fey as much; but I know wha^ 1 know.** 

Orlando now inftantly comprehended 
that it was of Betty Mrs. Rayland had 
fpoken,Land not of the innocent Monimia, 
whom his own ra(h impatience was agairt 
on the point of betraying. Senfible of his 
good fortune in having been thus prevent- 
ed, he was ftill confufed and agitated. 
•^ Whatever you know, Betty/' faid he, 
«* of me, I am, at lead very forry you have, 
by any miftake relative to me, loft your ^ 
place, and Mrs. Lennard 's favour/' 

*• As to i#r fevour," anfwered the girl 
pertly, ^^ I values it no more than that ; 
^d (he had better keep her tongue withia 
• Vol. 11. N \\^t 



herjtectli- about, ra?, I can tell her thatj 
and as /or places, thereV, more Jn the 
world. -One41iould,,bave ftfiqctime on't, 
indeed, to pafs all one's life in M^isi h^re.old 
*dung«p^, acDong^fatP^ and gho(]bs^ aad old 
women. Hoi^ever, young 'Squire, I ad- 
yifes you, as a friend, to take more care 
for the future ; fome people are very fly i 
l^ut ,for my part I fcori} to hetfay 'urn — 
but may bap the ne^^t boufemaid mid'nc be 
fo willing as I have been to bear the blame 
for things (he's as innocent of as the child 
unborn/' 

*^ I cannot tell to what yop allude,** re- 
plied Orlando in a hurried voice i «* but 
this I know, that if I h^ve done you any 
injury, I am very forry for it, and willing 
to make you any reparation in my. power/' 
He then took a guinea from his pocket— 
^^ Accept of this," cried he, " aod be 
^flured I (hall on any future occafion be 
- happy to ferve you."— *Tbe girt took the 
guinea, but without expreffing any gratitude 
either for that, pr his apparent wifhes to 
makq her what amends he. could for the 
Jofs of her place ;<--ihe flippaiiytly told him, 

(he 
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(tie hoped, for all Madam's injuftice; arid the 
malice of her cncmrcs, (he htid fmnJs who 
" tvould not let her be beholdcii to nobody- 
She then left the houfe. 

Orlando, thus rciieTed fr6m the mofir 
acute uneafincfs he had ev^ fuffered, re* 
turned to his room: He rnoft ardently 
\Vilhed to cdmriiunicatc to Monimia the 
joy he fek in finding that the fufpicions 
tfxcited'by' fo many awkward circurtiftarices, 
had by fome means or other Fallen upon 
this fer^artt ;• and apparently without doing 
her any injury, which would have confi- 
tlerably leffeiieH his fatisfaftion. Far from 
regrcttrog her difmiffioh, fhe feemed pleapi 
cd wiih hating had an opportunity ' given 
her to be difmififed ;'and OVlandoi wfeo had 
Ibn^ kno^Vitjhler tb'be a very fnijjfttper af- 
fociate for Mommia, found many ^ reatfons- 
to^ Kb gladlof hfer departure:- THat fhe* 
ktti^- or '^^"^ ftr^gTf ^itiljetftfed their v 
meeting^ feWftijd "v^fy 'evMeftt i Ihtf Was^ 
iftuch lefs daiigero^ arty Wfe^r* ihan •w?thitt * 
tlw hy>ufe-4Ajin<4*^as*) wh^t'fli^'tnfgptfay ' 
without, which might be prejudicial**^ the^ 
^ii N 2 charader 
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chara&er of Monimiai Jh^ determined to 
prevent tbe ill effeAs of tha^ where it migh^ 
be mod prejudtcial^ by confpfling, before 
he left the country, the very extent of hit 
fikilc to bis &ther^ who alr^y fufpe&ed fo 
much of the truth,, . , 

However eamcftly he wi(hed to fpeak to, 
Monimiaj and however uneafy the idea -of 
herfufpenfe and dejedion made hitPi b^ 
could find no opportunity of fpeaktng to 
her during the morning, withogf hazard^: 
vhich he had too recently fufiered for, ,fp 
immediately to incur again. Though 
Mrs. Lcnnard had artfully made Betty the 
viftim, there was dill reafpn to believe (he 
was not.wijthjQuc .fufpicions; and to irriutc 
or increafe theimr now,, ^'ould be to pre* 
elude himfelf from the lad pleafure be was 
likely to Jtade during the red of his fhort 
refidenfjq at .the Hall -^ the. pleafurf^ c^ 
foothing Ips beloved. I^oniniia».and9 attjiie: 
few interviews which jbey might^yetofetajp, 
reccfflciling bw vfrft: heart i<Q the (OeceOitf 
of.:tbft^;£^pacatioiai/tha£ (Wafi.Jb .&Qa. tQ 
happ^n^^,. . .-i 

-. . ■ ^i[^ He 



'' He was' Ritattfoned to dSftnef^ wkhMrs* 
Ray land, who fcemed ^le&fed t6 find fa* 
was ftilJ^t die Halli Netscr did the old 
Lady appear in fuch good bumour witk 
bitiT, orib relaxedi^from therftarch jirudejrjr 
:^f her tifual charafter.— She gave way t^ 
her love of tetting ^hecdotcs^ird ftories of 
licrown family; and^ pleafcd with the aiteni 
tion Oriando gave to her narratives, flie 
iiinted to him, though fkih with great ajoU^i'^ 
guky/ that, it i»»uUi be his ownfauk if he 
was not cfhe day 6r other the reprefentativo 
of a family fb ilkiflrious. She then fpoke 
of his elder brother with anger and coo* 
tempt, w&ich Orlahdo gcoeronily tried t<» 
foftet); of: this mother with hep ufualxolda 
kiefs a^d diflike^i and of bis iKlers^^as^odj 
pretty*behaved gtfls— " that . isynl .mean^ 
th^twoyoungdl. As-to MiftiBelte--flifl's 
a London lady-alreidft I proteftiti hjjrts 
me td fee yoWRg wotneafabold"— butlhc 
has been crfediupjfor.a beauty* *Tis va* 
nity ruins'aU girls^~nongOodiis ;evier to be 
expeded from^-^eiBi wbtm once' tbejt get 
N J conceited 
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conceited noiioAsinto their heads pt being \ ^ 
luodfomc/*- -' 'b 

• Orlando undertook the defence .of his ; ♦ 
fifter with more zeal than prwdence j but j a 
Mrs. Rayland, though not to be convinced t 
that Ifabella was not a vain coquet, which i 
indeed her unguarded gaiety gave the old 
Lad J very good reafon to believe, was howr . i 
ever in a humour to be pleafed with^ 
Orlando faid. Her attachment to him had 
been long infenfibly increaling ; atidthougtv 
like another Elizabeth, ftic could not bear 
©penly to acknowledge her fucceffor,^ ftic 
was^^as little proof as the royal ancient vir* 
gin, againft the attradions of an amiable 
and handfomeyoung man, whorn (he loved 
to confider as the child of her bounty, and 
the creature of her fmiles. Though deter- 
tnined to keep him dependent during her 
life, and even to (end him oiK a foldier of 
fortune, <he really meant to give him, at 
her death, the whole of lier landed pro* 
perty ; anfd the machinations of Pattcnfon, 
whofe jeaioufy and avarice alike excited^his 
hatred to* Orlando, bad 4iitherto had an ef- 
fect 
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fcft fo differed: from what bcexpedtd, Vhal 
he found his politics entirely baffle:dy aad 
that 'he was morelikelf colofe, 'feyiKither 
attempts, his Lady's regard, than to (ba^kft 
thlt Ihe entertained for the yoimg fa* 
Tourite. ' '■' 'r 

• A few years before, the very fufpkiott of 
M inti»iguc woirid have (hut for ever th j 
dbor$of Raylaird Hall agaiaft the fuppofei 
43elitiquent ; but now the attemptsto impute 
{Uch to Oriandtv had ended tn nothing biit 
thc'difmiffing a fervant— a' cifcOiTrftanoi 
proving at once, that though Tome* credi 
was given to the accufation, no refentihent 
towards him was entertained. 

Mrs. Lennard, who had more fenft ihd 
inorc art than Pattenfort, *and who had*t>dl 
portunttics m6re clofejy to obferve her Ladyi 
had long feen the progrefs of her afFe(9tio4 
for Odando, and long ceafed to coiinteraft 
it. —She was not weak enough to imagine^ 
as Paitienfon did, that fuch great property 
as Mrsfc Rayiand poflefled would be di*^ 
vided aoiong' her Servants — ^^buc Ihe knevir 
N 4 that 



4hat fiiefiioiild beifelf^ofler^ a' very con- 
4iderablc legacy; and flie thought? it bctidr 
Vbat Orlaflado fhotrW iiihefktliet)iilkoftbc 
IbrUme, than'ckhoi'fiii father; who hkd'i^ 
ways c<uifiderGd'the old fcrvants about her 
at his enemies, twr any public charity— ^to 
fome of which Mrs. Rayland had; in 
former fits of ill humour, expreffed ^' iiv 
tent ion to leave the -Rayland cSmc. 

Mrs. Rayland bad^ in coinmoA widi 
many old people^ a ftrange arerfion to 
fpeaking of her will, or of what was to 
happen after her death ; and far adranced 
as (he was in life, (he talked of future years 
as if (he believed herfelf immortaL Mrs* 
Lxnnard had^ however> once feen part of a 
will— with which, in refpcft to herfelf, flie 
bad great reafon to be fatisfied. She knew 
tbat Mrs. Rayland had lately made an- 
other, to which (he was not a witnefs ; — for 
fuch was the peculiarity of her Lady in this 
refpeft, that (he had fent for a lawyer and 
wiineflTes from London, that none of the 
neighbouring attornies, or even her con- 
fidential 



frdentia,lfcrvMti^OT|^it^nfjii^^ iCOptfnti. 

ajl the lapded.,prppq^,j:ilj\^ti^ifee I»4Tld 

her^ CD. apprehend ti^t xhii: isifivi .mil iwu 
ai aUprej^cjliclal;to heiifclf.f,.;is/ lc> .?';'.'* 
. , SjuUvJ^iftWcyer, ic .vy^.pRt.V^r.iiitewft: t0 
cncoui;^ tl^e ii0eiSti9O> ^hich * m^iiy ctr;. 
cp(;p(Uncej| gave. . her fjeafon ,to ; bdiere X^r- 
landQ entertaiaed for ber niece* .She jknsw 
tbat^ if the raflinefs of youth ^andip^ofi 
IhqiAd, urge theai tQipiiwry,iiiti:,Would,t^wt 
pcly ruin OrlandQ» who would {hen bft a 
beggar » but thac .fl^e j(ho^>ld, herfelf be 
aciufi^d of having promotied thisfaiahial 
diCcretion, and lofe her^pwn.advatKa^icii 
^y/ithouc obtaining aoy^for^her nieQ9«.iwhoal 
(he by no means tyiihed (SQifceandepeiidsiA) 
of her^. even jf:iodepende.ncQfC;0i4ld tfau^ 
have been obtained ; and . whon^ (he* tpr.ited . 
wiUi r.edoMbled cigoiirb when (lie found r^a^. 
fon fo-. believe. that OrUn^^if'^Jt for her .thai 
attachment which (lie had fron\. theki child^ 
hood forcfeen and atijemped to prevent, i 
-..J.:. Ms The 
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The more Orlando 'gamed on the fa** 
TOur of Mrs. Kayland, the more hppre- 
lienfive MrSrLewMMid became of his af* 
fe^ioh foir Mbnirptl'; (he had however 
pcrfuadcd Wrfctf, thaf^ with the precautions 
(he to^Jc, their tlandcftinely^ meeting or 
carrying on any correfpondcnce was ina* 
pradticabie ; andjfarisfied that Monimia was 
confined to her room, her vigilance had 
now and then < (lumbered. But it awak^ 
ened by the jarte reports that obtained in 
the houfe aftd about the country ; reports 
which originated in the goflip of Orlando's 
noAurnal' vifitor ; of his being miffing at 
unufual hekirs, ^'and from Bcity*s hintsi 
Wlien, therefore, Pattenfon*s jealoufy was 
fo far ronfed as to urge hrm to fpeak to 
hrs Lady of a fuppofed rntimacy between 
Orlando and this hts faitbiefs favourite, 
Mrs. Lennard let k make m knpreffion i 
. and Betty ^$ pertnefs, who had before agreed 
with Philip Somerive to lake the frrft op^ 
portunity of going off to him, gave her z 
pretence immediately to difchargc her. 
Mrs. Ray land, conteAt to part wich ha 

favourite 



-iavourio? Orlando, becaiife (he thqugbc it 
for .kis advantage, to f(^e -fonwthing bf thfe 
world in an honQurable . profefficte-r^artd 
t)ccau(e (he ibelieved^ : i/ yoMtlirand idlcri^rs 
had concurred with the arc of,(li(f'gitIc-'Wi^ 
whom he was accufed, to lead hfrn into 
any improper conned ion, this was the beft 
way to break it — determined on his depar- 
ture with fatisfaftion, (incie the Genera! af- 
fured her there was at prefent no probability 
of his leaving England. 

Mrs. Lennard, who thought herfelf for- 
tunate in having all the (ufpicions fall on 
Betty, kept as a profound fecret thofe (he 
entertained herfcif relative to Monimia, 
whom (he refolveJ narrowly to watch till 
Orlando was gone. And Pattenfon, glad 
tliat the young minion was to go, as he 
, termed it, for a foldier, reconciled himfelf 
by that reficdion to the failure of his ori- 
ginal plan, which had been totally to ruia 
him with Mrs. RayUnd. As to the lo(« 
of his fair one, he knew (he would not re- 
move far ; and that refehtiiient for his accii- 
N 6 ' Ouioas 
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fations would not make her long releot* 
kfs, while he had prefents and money to 
. offer her. 

Such were^ at this junfture^ ^die politics 
.of RayUnd HalU 
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THE houfe of Weft Wolverton top 
bad its politicians -, but none of then^ 
were fo content with their paft operations, 
or future profpc(Jts, as the venerable group 
laft defcribed. 

Ifabella^ wild and coquettiQi as fhe wai^ 
could no longer afFedt to mifunderftand 
the language with which General Tracy 
ventured to addrefs her. For fome timc;^ 
however, (he attempted to laugh it off; but 
at length refolved, by the counfelof Selina, 
to fpeak to her mother, and entreat that, 
if the General remained any longer theTr 
gueft, flie niight not be fo often left to hear 
profeflions fo infulting, which the prefence 
of her fifters did riot always reftratn.. Mrs, 
Somerive, whole heart was half broken by 
the behaviour of Philip, and whb faw, with 
, incxpreflibic 
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inexpreffible anguiOi, the ravage which the 

uneafinefs arifiDg from that foiirce was 

hourly making on the confticiuion of her 

hufband, had been fondly flattering hei felf, 

during ihe Jirll: weeks of the Ge^ieral/s vifir, 

that in him Mr, Souierive had found a 

fincere friend, and their children a powerful 

protedor. The folicitude he expreffcd for 

X)rIando, and the coniideration with which 

he treated Philip^ made her fanguinely 

*beriei'e that he wdiild provide for one, and 

poflibly reclaim the other. " The fuitis 

Svhich the latter 'had won from him at 

play— Mrs. Sorn^ rive, who knew nothing 

of their nigh Jy gambling, fiippofed the 

**G^neral bad lenthirp; when her heart, over- 

'flowing with gratitude tpwaals this'^ene- 

Vous friend, was fud^enTy^ftruck^wkh the 

intelligence Ilabella gave her. 

She at firft- fancied the vanity of ifabella 
iniglit have given meaning to his expref- 
iGons whictj they wej*c nev^rfrieant^^to con* 
vey; but, upon queftiopidg her and Seliha 
(•epeatedly, and from the, obfcrvations fhe 
ipa.de the two following days, Ihe was con- 
^^ ' 8 viiiced 



vlnced that their Teprefcntatians cfhi^ Kct 
haviour were ju{t. Thife cifael ccffainty (Ife 
determined however to cexnceal from hdr 
hufband, and to guard, by Jier own prvt^ 
dent watchfulnefe, . againit iheyattiR(t(^i' off 
the General j without bringingion'a fupttjrfc 
between him add Somerive that might bk 
attended ' with confeqaences fhefickencfd 
to think of. r 

• The General, howewr, who paid her the 
moft affiduows court>: wasifoon fenfiWe of 
a thi^nge in her manners j fop (he waslncai^ 
pible of the diffimulation which people df 
the world fo fucceGfully praiUfe. Fronb 
hetice, and frofti th€ behavio^tir of ihbtW^^ 
the General found that-a longdr ftay- w(>til4 
betray hie in(idiou^ daefigns -'withoet? conP^ 
tributing it all to their fuccefe^ and he pre«- 
pared to go'; yet' tduki ndc bear to relin*. 
quifh for ever his hopesof gaininjg ffabella^ 
-with wbcfm he was-morc in Jive chart erep, 
.He lingered ^^tfaeDefdrspiioiiwithfta^ding aU 
the difcouragementiioraceiv^d ; and 8omct 
rive, who belrcved him the beft and mbft 
•^cere' fiicadf-thftt iev4r ^inran^iuuly tommu^ 
; ..-.;. J j nicated 
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picated to him all his afTairs, and all his 
anxiety — by which the General perceived 
plainly^ he was in fuch a flate of mind as 
mud haften him to the grave ; and he had 
learned that, imprefled with ideas, .of his 
(the Geoeral's) friendQiip for all his family, 
he had made him executor^.and trufted the 
welfare of his wife and daughters entirely 
to him and to Orlando. 

Though Tracy therefore could neither 
jgive up bis purfuit, nor fucceed in it at pre** 
.feqt, he believed that the death oC the 
father, the indigence to which the whole 
family would be reduced^ and the abfence 
of Orlando, would together make eafy the 
gprojeft of obtaining Ifabella for a millrefs; 
4^ad that patience and diffimulatipn alone 
were iveceffary to keep up his influence in 
jhe family, till they (hould be wholly in 
hii power. He determined, therefore, to 
.check himfelf i ^ to make no more profef- 
.fions' with which Kabella C00I4 beofifended, 
but to exprefs his contrition that he had 
iaid what (he conftrued into want-^of re- 
ipedj to bint xemoiely at.hpnaurabje ia- 
i .,.:'. tentionsj 
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tcntions} and thus, without engaging lrin>r 
felf, or, as the faftiionable phrafe is, com-^ 
ciitting himfelf, to retain his influence ovef 
the whole family, as well as over the fathers 
and to be afTured that, whenever he chofc 
to return, he Ihould be received with plea-^| 
fure; As to any fufpicion that Ifabella might 
think him of an age fo difproportlonatc 
as to hear even his honourable offers with 
dilciain and ridicule, it never occurred to 
the General ; and he -was pretty well aflfured, 
from the pecuniary circumftances of thdl 
femily, that every other member of it would 
receive the remoteft hint of an intended 
alliance with tranfport. The behaviour 
df Mrs. Somerive, on the evening of the 
tenants' ball, convinced him that Ifabellti 
had not merely threatened when (he pro^ 
tefted fhe would fpeak to her mother of 
his behaviour ; and he found that though 
Mr. Somerive, whenever he talked of 
going, preffed his day, it was time to 
depart. 

The meflenger, who was fent to the 
poft town on the following evening for 

letterst 
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letters^ brought > to: General Tracy a large 
pacqiicr> arrived - that day by the ftage; 
Gti opening it, it waifoond to cpmainr ihc 
commiflion of an enfign for Orlando Sorae- 
rive, executed in due form, from the 
War Office. This he haftencd to offer, 
ifvhh a jBorid fpccch, to Mrs^ Someriyc; 
who had hardly recovered from the eroo-* 
tions with which the fight of it, and his 
peouliar anddudied mariner of prefentipg 
it, occafioned, when Orlando, atusious:^ 
lLiM>\» lat what time. bis. brother hadc^ot 
home, and how his mother and fitters wen: 
ftfter the fatigue and uneafinefs of the night 
before, arrived*. 

On hisjfirft entranq?, he enquired eagerly 
/ifter his brother. — ** Your brother !*' cried 
JMr« Somerive ; " he is not at home, Or- 
lando, nor have we feen him fince laft 
night :-^bclieving he was with you, and 
indeed fuppofing it poffible that he was 
not well enough ta leave your apartment, 
I made myfelf tolerably eafy about him*— 
But when did be leave you ? and where is 

he riow ?" 

Orlando 
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' Orlando repliedl, thac behad left his bed 
mbout eleyea o'clock i and» then 9 to quiet 
the uneaflnefs wh;ich he (aw this unexpeded 
abfence gave to them all, he added,. •^ Buc 
iic is gonie, 1 d^e /ay, to Mr* Stockton's^ 
ivbqre he has^aiked fome citiie of intending 
to^paft a:>day or two,» and probably wili 
not return home till to-morrow or woLi 

day/'-. — . ■' - 

; M Gone tO;Mr. Stecktoa^s !'*. exdaitncd 
MrfiL.SameriTeff-f-^f'W.hacl witbatut linen ^or 
xlsui^.ofdathesyidiough /there<is an houfc 
Ibihcf. company J*' r» ' ' •'£ ; 

? f «Mt;j Somemc^ : who fiw horn much hfe 
wife* waf aiaroied and affedeki,'e!ideav<^r^ 
€dro? f][>eak Hghily of uh« abfeaee of- her 
fott^^* iYoaiknow, my.tev^^i* iiidr hc^ 
'f'that Pfailipi does not pique.! hiihfelf on 
being/abeaui and that the party at Mc; 
Stockton's arc only men. Hecan prohabfy 
toffdw, any linen.fhe li^antsof his! fricndrt 
and 4Uihe means ta beathoone folfoon, aatt 
has nofervant/with hiin,,{>crliapi5 preferred 
doing/o toxhe trouble of icnding home for 
'hfs .ovrn."^ . Mrs; Somcrive .fighed, andxall; 
if ''[:j:}i a defponding 
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adefponding look.on her hufband^ \X1i(T 
addod^/ ^'iBtft» coine, my dear Bdl^y yoa 
And I hare fomcthing to fay to Orlando-^ 
we will go all uogither intboiy ftudy for 
a fcvr momertis, and ihc^girkwHl have tea 
ready agafeftoor rcturn/5--*.So fayJng, .he 
<ook his wife^s hand^ acid^tOrlaado iMow^ 
ingthem,.thcy teft:thcrooii^;t - ^ 

Mrs. Sotnerive was n6 footier refeafcd 
from the- reftnutac ^fiib ther prcfence of 
the General impofed, ti[i2fn(be ^htew herfeflf 
into a chair, and fell into an-igor^tiPteaT& 
Her hufband gentlf chid her fof^hiotioa 
j^hich he endeavoured to perfuade lidf was 
imuch beyond thi occafibn ; and, htting 
iucceeded in rendering her ibrn^twhat ndorc 
^m, he tqld Orlando that ^ his dbmmiffiOB 
jwas- arrived, and enquired whether any con^ 
verfation liad pafl'ed bctwcett ^hith and 
Mrs. Ray land Lin confeqnchcebf what had 
been held between her and General Tracy 
the preceding evening 7 ^Oland^r^ated it 
all as nearly* as hccbukl recolleft it, favt 
only that fentence which related to feme 
fancied attachment ; . and Mr. Somerivc 

cecelvedi 
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deceived, ^vith grcaU pleafune, wfcatappi5are(i 
to him^€^«al to a toofirmation^f the mofft 
ffUiguiae hopes he had ever entertained -oa 
bis fon's bebalf.^^Mrs. Somerive howevett 
was lefs elated: '^(be <:ould not oomprehetidi 
how .Mns. RayJand, 'if'lhbthadi fo much 
afiedSon^fbrOHatido, eoiild ndtconiy beai) 
to part with him,' but promote. his. depuri* 
turaf or how, if (he meant /to make him her 
heikv • ihei . cpuld determine to fend bindr 
QUt ior^he. world a foldien of for^pne. . Tha 
rfepr^fttnta(tiofl$ of her: hiafband,>howeveri 
and the content which Orlando exprefledj^ 
reconciled her by degrees 'to what (he 
could not now recail. .She gave him, but 
not Without .many : tears^ . thp xommiflliom . 
witb which General Tracy vhad juft pre* 
fented her-p--but as (he tried to give him bet* 
bleflSng.withit, (herelapfed into convulfive? 
forrow* ; Mr^ Someriye found it wotilcP 
only diftrefs her to. return^ to -the parlour f( 
he tkerefor^ bade Orlaiuioslead his m<4heP 
to her Tibtin ;rpom^ while be, returning^ 
t4> whdre hiS'^daugbters werev(itting with^ 

,;. . -Ui \] -aii^? .:j .^, ;...:...: .-General 

Lie 6 
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<^enerfll TraCYs bade thetn go^to her^afld 
lend tb^ir jbrother 4Jownto the'fmrlour. 

Orlando, on kU cnjtfatiee, addrefied faia> 
£cif toTxacy^ whom.b6th;mked m the m(A 
gftcefoltermf,': The GctVeralanftrercdfais 
cbm^ia^nt with: "politftneki aod .the three 
gentlemen tbeo begaa> rtor: difccurfe'cf tht 
departure of Orlando for that! party of his 
re^ment that were m Eilgland9 which 
Tracy; told hint xbaM not phoperly !be de- 
ferred bnger than uU the fciltowiiyg week. 
He advifeti therefore that O^tondd-fhbuld 
fct out for London on the following Mon*- 
day — ".wbcn/' faid he^ ^^ as I (hall go 
thith^ myfelf, I cAn have the pleafutie of 
giving you », place in mypoft-chaife*'? 
. Mr. Somcrivc, wliilelhe cxpreffed regret, 
(hstt ifae General was to. leave hkn Co foon 
(ibough his ihiy had )beeh prolonged to 
fldftioftfiii weeks)y7etienibraodd; this'olFer 
winlk avidity. He fiareiaw^khatijn i^he 
eq^ipm^nc : of iOcbaodo^) of i wbidi* • Mrs« 
RayUnd wasy beunderftood, to idcfray th^ 
cxpcnee^ the diredkioni of ifucti airiend 
i;ould.rBot fail of being extremely ufeful, 
!' and 
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and thit his 'k)(lru(^ions might in a 
tiioufand . more materral inftances be of 
advantage to himv — Ir was therefore fettled 
among' them> that/ od the evening of the 
fbflowiftg Sunday^ Orlando- ftiould take 
leave of his" ancient benefadrefs, and repair 
lo his father's houfe, to be ready to attend 
General Tracy to town the next morning*. 
OrlarKio was now impatient to return to 
the Hall^ — He hoped to have a few moi- 
ments converfation with Monimia that 
evening; alas! only one more was to in<^ 
tcrvene before his deparrure :^and the pain- 
fill tafk of reconciling her to his going (b fooa 
and of taking a long — long leave, feemed to 
require an age !-*-His Tcftlcffnefs became,fa 
evident that his father, noticed it— ^** You 
will day here to-night, Orlando ?*' faid he; 
** No, Sir," anfwered his Ion ; «^ I wifli with 
your leave to return to iht Hail.^— Mrs, 
Rayland often aiks for oie at breakfafl:,,and 
you will allow tliat juft at this period I- 
.fhould not feem in the flight eft degree to 
negleft her.** — ♦* You are right in return* 
jng,*' faid.Mr» Somerive^ fixing hii eyei 



ilei^lPi^ 
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fieadily on chofe of his fon, '^ if that h 
your Mty motivc^—OrUncks not able to 
bear the penetrating looks of his fatheri 
turned away, and faid baftily — ^' Befides, 
Sifj I wifli to enquire after my brother— 
ibr, however I affeded before my mother 
to, believe he was at Stockton's, I aflbre 
yp4i I .do not know he is there, nor have I 
any giiefs about him but what makes me 
uneafy.-*^" Go, then/* replied bis father 
with a deep figh^— *' but remember, Or- 
lando, that fcom jvi^ I expeft (incerity."-— 
•* And you (hall not be difappointed. Sir," 
.anfwered Orlando warmly ; ** before I ukc 
my leave of you, and afk your lad blelling, 
my heart (hall be laid open to you, which 
I would rather pierce with my own hand 
than fufFer it to harbour ingratitude or dif- 
(imulation towards fo good a i&ther/'*- 
Tears were in the eyes of the father and 
the fon.— '^ Orlando !" faid Somcrivc ia 
a faltering voice, " go to your mother 
before you leave the houfe, and give her 
all the comfort you can— the abfence of 
your brother pyerwhelms hej with fear and 

diftrcfs; 
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diftrefi; and before we fee you to.morrow, 
my fon— — for I fuppofe we (hall fee 
you.. " 

'^ Certainly, Sir 1 at any ttme.you name." 

«*' Make that convenient to yourfeU, Or- 
lando ; opiy, before we do fee you, endea- 
vour to find your brother, and pcrfuade 
him to return, or at lead brih^ us fome 
news of him/* . , ' 

Orlando .ppon^iied he w6ul(^; and'tliea 
went to his mother, who hafl, by this tim<^ 
reafoned herfelf into a more calm ftitc of 
mind* Having taken leave of her and his 
fitters for the night, he fet.oiit on foot to 
return to the Hall. 

The. night was ovcrcaft: and gloomiy; 
chill and hollow the wind whittled among 
the. leaflefs trees, or groaned amid the 
thick firs in the dark and filent wood ;-«• 
the water-falls murmured hollow in the 
blatt, and only the owl's cry broke thofc 
dull and melancholy founds, which feeme^ 
to fay-—" Orlando, you will revifit thefe 
fcenes no more 1" He endeavoured to rea- 
.fon.himfelf vout of thefe comfortlefs pre- 

Vol. II, O ' fages. 



peculiarity ot temper, aVerfe to nan 
fucccflbr, fhe was not at all likely 
out hopes (he never meant to rcali 
certainly (he never gave any fo fti 
whatjiier converfation of that morn 
pflfcrecl. He endeavoured therefore 
fuacle himfclf, that the time was r 
far.diftant when, if he was not aftu 
pofleflbr of JRayland Hall, he (h< 
leaft have fuch a jcompetency as 
enable him to fettle in tlxis his nativ 
try with his beloved Moninua. t 
to animate his drooping fpirits w 
idea that, in the profeffion .into wj 
was now entering, he might find iht 
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-complain, was vifible to every body), the 
.unhappy mifcondudt of his brother, threat- 
.cning the ruin and difpcrfion of his family, 
and the poflibility that Mrs, Ray land might 
difappoint the expedatioris Qie had raifed, 
all combined to fink and deprefs him, and 
: again to lend to the well kno\yn paths he 
^was traverfing, horrors not their own, while 
-every objeft repeated — " Orlando \yill fe- 
- vifit thcfe fcenes "no more !'' , * 

By the time he reached that part of the 
.. park, from whtocethe houfe was viiSblc a»t 
a diftance^ it was quite dark, and, had he 
;nQt almoft inftinftively known his way, he 
could not have difcerned it — for no light 
glimmered fropa the Gothic windows of tl>e 
Hall, not even in tliat part of the houfe 
inhabited by the feryants; arid Orlando, 
imagined that mod of them, fatigued the 
night before, were gone earlier than uCual 
to bed. He fixed, his eyes earqeftly 6n 
Monimia's turret :-**all was dark ; and he 
doubted whether her aunt had not removed 
her, in confequence of the fufpicions that 
originated ii^ the circumftanccs of the p^e^ 
. > O £ ceding 
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ceding evening. This apprehcnfion made 
his fpirjcs (i<]^k (Irll more Heavily ; and when 
he was Avithin.aR hiindred yards of the 
hoiife, he flopped, and gazed mournfully 
on the f>iace, which perhaps no longer con- 
fined the ol)je<Sl bf hi* affedton. 

Thereis hardly a fenfation more painfol 
than the blank that flrikes on the. hearty 
tvhen, inftead of the light we expcd ftreara- 
ing from fonie beloved fpotw*hejrei bur 
»ftc<ftions ai^e fondly fixed, allis fiienrtand 
/dark.— Ah! how often ?in life wefeef tWs 
^et ftronger, whan the friend^n whom wc 
-rely becomes ftiddenly ccM and loepiilflvc] 
'Orlando, Who was Jpaflfoiiatcjy fond of poo- 
•lryji*ecollisK5led thefiiiipiy jfeferiptiv^e ftatiza 
itk the- bJallad 6( Hardykixute^ ^ - 

I: /*< Theiri nacKqhtinTiiy la4y*rbowr^ 
, ■ -^^ Theirs nae licht in the hall s 

'* Nae blink (hynes round my fairly felr— i^ 

And, like the (fifmayed hero of thf fon^' 
^' "'Black feir he fclti but 'what totfatf ' ' 

>< fefc wa fabtiiit tnthdwiiif* ' -^ ' ' 
tjuiet ais every thing lipf)eftPed.Fdilrid'^ 
4foufei he Icnew it was earlier dian the' hoar 
-When Mrs. Ijenn^rd 4lfually^]«(!ked4he door 
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•f Monitnia's apartment foF the nighc ; it 
was poffibjethat (he might have detained 
her niece in her own *6om "lottgipr thatl 
was her gentlral cuftotn,- /■ •' ^\ 

In hopcis that he might fee the light at 
length . glimmer through the caftment, 
which would affure him Monimia was there, 
he djetermined toWatch for it a little longer, 
where he might not be. Wmfelf obferved.. 

It was indeed fo very dark that he was 
fiire it was impoffible for any one to difcern 
bim from the hoUfeipr at leatil to diftinguifh 
his figure from that of the deer who were 
feeding around him. He fat down there-r 
fore on the turf; b^ut the dreary momenta 
pafled, and ftfH no light appeared- — thougli 
Orlando was fure that if a light was in the 
room he muft fee it^becaufe of the want of 
Abutters towards the upper part of this long 
window. A thoufand conjcdlures difturbed 
him, and grew, as time wore away, more 
and more painful. . Perhaps Monimia was 
indifpofedi and had gone early to bed ; 
perhaps the alarms, (he had fuffered the 
preceding eveaing^' wd uneafinefs at his 
O3 not 



hoc having feen her, might have overcome 
her tender fpirits, and, together with the 
harlh reproaches of her aunt, have rendered 
her really ill. His warm and rapid ioiagi* 
nation now reprefentcd her finking under 
anguiOi of mind which (he dared not com-* 
municate — and tenderly reproaching him 
for being the caufe of all her fufFerings* It 
was he who had difturbed the innocent fe* 
renity of her bofom — and perfuaded her to 
grant him interviews, with which (he con- 
tinually reproachediierfclf. Or, if this was 
iiot the cafei if her lovely frame was not 
(Qiycrwhelmed* by ficknefs ari(ing from 
forrow, perhapsi (he was more ftriftly coD" 
^aed in fome part of the houfe where it 
would be impo(5ble for him to fee her; 

.. fix?m whence it would be equally impoflible 
for her to efcape to him, to indulge him in 
the laft fad pleafure of a parting interview. 

, This laft conjecture appeared highly pro- 
bable, from what Mrs, Lennard had faid to 

^.^.b'fm in the morning ; and he found it too in- 

, -tolerable, even while it was but conjecture, 
to be fupported with patience. The great 

clock 
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clock fiow ftrgqk eleven : every vibration', 
ft^noied to f^l qp Ifis ^c^^t.--^ltli.ir^^ 
vet a little longer the turf immecliately 
under the windows p(^^e tyrrelj and at 
knffth faw a lieht from the {cfvants' hall, 
tirhither he went, hoping, yet^ftaring, to 
gain, fome intelligence which lie dreaded to 
afk. He potered, however ; but found only 

^ FatrenfoA there, who .was puttin^^g out the 
fire.: I; was in vain Orlando addrcfled him 
with great <uvilitj\ The fulky oid'butler, 
who imputed to hjm the alacrity with whitli 

• his favoiirite. nymph had. left xlie.houiie, 

-Jooked at him with a countenance; cloudy, 
sind indignant^ and deigned not even to give 

^ him the candle he ^fked for.-^'*' Tnere are- 
candles, if you want them !". ^as ,ail he 

.cogld obt^^^n from him. He enquired if Mrs. 
^kaylkncl was gonVtbjher'rooiii ? 'if he c^ould 
fpeak to M'rs. Leopard ?"!^6 which f acten- 
fon, jturning fullenly away,'^ Replied,- "The 
women'^s fide o( the houfe'hai be^ (hut up 

" thefe two hoursrr-you irhardfy' get iny ad 
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ready irritated by vexation, was fo much 
provoked at this infolence, that he was. 
tempted to knock down the coafequ^ntial 
Mr. Pattenfou ; but he fortunately recolled- 
ed that he was an old man^ and a fervant^ 
and that it was unworthy of htm to ftrike 
fuch a perfon, whatever might be the pro- 
vocation. He could not however help ex- 
prefling his anger for this infulr, in terms 
ftronger than, he ufually allowed himfelf ; 
and then» half frantic, went to bis own 
room, merely becaufe he knew not what 
to do to obtain fomie intelh'gence of Mo^ 
niihia. 

After a momrcnt*s eonfideration>, he ven^ 
through the chapel, and to the lower mom 
of the turret. If Mrs. Lennard had dif- 
covered the door of communicauoiij he 
thought he (liould perceive k by fome 
means or other — but all below was as he 
left it : — he then mounted the flairs, and li- 
ftened at the door behind Monimia*^s bed, 
but all was profoundly filent. He vea- 
tured to tap fofcly at the dooh, their ufual 
fignal, which Monimia never failed, when 
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ft e was alone, to anfwer inftantly ; but 
now no anfwer was returned. He fpoke — 
but no foft voice, in tremulous whifpers, 
replied. Again he rapped; and fpoKe 
louder ; but ftill all was dead filence around 
him. — Yet he waited a moment or two— • 
loil in diftrading conjeflures— Monimia 
was certainly not in. her room — what then 
was become of her, or whither was (he 
gone ? He felt as if he (hould never fee, 
her more,>though it was impoffible to fup- 
pofe (he was removed from the houfe. At , 
length he returned'to his own apartment, 
again, more wretched thin he left it ;— 'and. 
not feeing any probability of difcovering\ 
that night what could thiis h^ve robbed hini , 
"of the fight of Monimia, ht; went to his , 
bed— but not to ileep, though he had fuf- 
fered fo many hours of mental and bodily., 
fatigue. He- watched the ekrlieft dawn of 
light J. and as- foon as he could difcern the 
objefts about the park, he drelfed himfelf 
and went out — walking flowly round the 
houfe, and looking up at all the windows, 
in hojjes th^t if Monimia^vas as rcdlefs as 
O5 • he 
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he .was, the niight appear at that of the 
room fhc was confined in, in the cxpeftation 
of feeing. him. But he made his melan- 

-^LO, ^ i?M '}]'. -fl: -.;^. . . ,, , 

Choly tour repeatedly in vam. He then 

. .returned to his own room, furnilhed him- 

iclf wjthjmatjerials for fliooting, and went 

into the kitchen under pretence of dry- 

^ ling Tonne powderV that, while he watched 
k, carefully hijpfelf, he' might have an 
o^cufe tor, ft:^ylp^ to talk a little with 
the cpok. This woman, whofe admi- 

. ration of Orlando^s beauty had made 

her much his friend^ was willing enough 

^i;^ !)»■: : »■ i rj" •' 5*Tr :/.iJi ' . - ^ ^ 

tp RoffiR With him, and. talked much of 

Betty *s being fp fuddenly difcharrged, de- 
flaimed againft her^ and hinted that it was 
pity fuch a young Yquire {hould under- 
valu|; himfelf fo as to take a Uking to fuch 
a tawdry trollop. — Orlandp, w^ cared 
very little what was thought of him' in 
regard ' to' * Betty, rather ^humoured thaa 
denied the obti^ie charge f but endeavour- 
ed to lead the" convertatibn towards Mrs. 
Lcnnard, whom ine called a covetous 
crofs old frump ^, ^* and as for that/* added 

the 
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. the woman, ** fhe ufes liiat fweet child, her 
niece as they call her, " no better than a 

" \yhy;j how does Qie ufe her)** ci;ied 

, Oflandp, faltering and! ma htirried voice : 

** What! hasihe lately done anjr thing ?*'^ 

*\ Not as I knows on ; but I knows (he 

is always rating her,' fo as the poor young 

thing, have ho peace pf her life-^ahd if fhe 

offer tor to come to fpealc to "any of us far- 

vants^ there's a rare to-do !r-Fine airs truly 

for mother Lennard to give herfelf — as if 

her niece was a bit better than we be T— If 

(he's fo proud that' fhe won't let the ]|irl 

fpeak to no. farvants, 1 think (he mid as 

well not make her work hke one — which 

. Tm fure flie does, and fhuts her up lik6 as 

a felon in a jaiK" 

"Where," Vaid Orlando, /*' does flie 
fiitit her up?** 

, 'VWhy, in her own rogpi, dont fhe? 
From morning to night, arid froin one year*s 
end to.another, fhe/s lock'cj. up ip that there 
.plaqe^ thaf*^ juft fqr all t^e ' world like a 
belfVy/V '*;" . ^ \ '"''' . ' '' ' 

6- ' "Ani 
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*' And is fhc there now ?" cried Or- 

* lando eagerly. 

" Yes/* replied the cook, " I fuppofe 
fo— I think, 'fquire, inftead of running after 
fuch a drab as Bet, you'd better help Mifs 
# out of her cage/* 

This was faid merely at random ; but 
Orlando*s confufion was evident. He 
found that whatever removal Mrs, Le«- 

* ndrd had projeded and executed for her 
niece, fhe had not communicated her in- 

'tentions, or the motives of them, to this 
fervant, and probably not to any of the 
others.— His difl:ra6Hng iufpenfc was now 
almoft infupportable. ^ He had promifed 
his father to enquire after Philip ; he was 
under the neceffity of feeing Mrs. Ray- 
land ; and muff pafs fome part of the day 
with his family. Thus circumftanced, it 
was impoffible, unlefs he gained fome im- 
mediatef intelligence of Monimia, ihat he 
could acquaint her with the^ i;Jecifion made 
in the courfe of the preceding day in re- 
gard to his departure for London — im- 
poffible to contrive a meeting, on which 

his 
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his hopes had fo long dwelt, wt^^n h? might 
reconcile her to his going, ar^ .offVr .feer 
thofe vows of everlafting att^injeiif which 
he meant moft religioufly tp/keepuknoyy 
occurred to him, that h^ woiliM takp^^i^ 
gun, and fire it on that fide of the hpiafe ^ 
that was next Mrs. Lennard'? apartment, 
in hopes that Monimia might come ^ the 
window for the chance of feeing if it was 
he who fired.— Retiring therefoie haftily 
from the kitchen, without fiepming to at- 
tend to the raillery of the ferva^t with 
whom he had been talking, he faid there 
was a hawk 3boutathe> pgtrk, vjirhich.he had 
feen early that morning ftrike a young 
hare; and that he would endeavour to 
to (hoot it. ^ He went then almoft under the 
windows of Mrs. Lennard's room, and 
fired repeatedly, without obtaining what he 
wilhed for* At4ength he faw through .the 
cafement the figure of Monimia. He clafped 
his hands together, as if to entreat her ilay> 
and to exprefs the anguiQi he laboured 
under.. She looked fearfully behind her, as 
if dreading her aunt—and then beckoned 
4 to 
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to him to approach. He flew under the 
window — (he opened the cafement, and 
faid, uhile fear made her voice almoll in- 
articulate, •* My aunt fufpedls us, and 
has removed me into her clofet— Come 
after it is dark under the window, and I 
will tell you farther." 

" Gracious Heaven!*' exclaimed Orlan- 
do, " I go from hence on Monday, and 
we (hall meet then no more." 

" I dare not (lay,** cried the trembling 
Monimia — ** Pray, come as fooa as it is 
darkr 

" To what purpofe," exclaimed Or- 
lando, *^ if I am only to fee you thus ? By 
Heaven 1 Ihall lofe my fenfes !*' 

*' Oh ! if you knew," faid Monimia, 
♦* what I have fuffered, you would not 
terrify me now — For mercy's fake, go!" 
She then (hut the wiodow; and Oilando, 
not caring and hardly knowing what he 
did, went again ^ound the houfe-r-half 
tempted to turn the mouth o£ his gijn 
ag^inft himfelf. The^ wjldnefs and dif- 
- tradion of his countenance (truck one of 

the 
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the under keepers, who, believing he was 
really in purfuit of fomebird of prey, came 
to offer his affiftance. The impatience 
however of Orlando's anfwers, fo unlike 
his general obliging manners, convinced 
the fellow that the report he had heard in 
the family was true, and that Orlando was 
in defpair, becaufe handfome Betty, as (he 
was called among the fervants, had left the 
family on his account. The young man 
loved Orlando, as did indeed every creature 
who approached him ; and he now endea- 
voured to confole him — " If I was you. 
Sir/* faid he, as he walked after him, " I 
would not take this to heart fo much." 
^* What !'* cried Orlando peeviftily, " take 
what to heart ?" — *^ Why about this young 
woman,*' anfwered the keeper : *^ to be 
furc you be parted, but perhaps alFs for 
the bed ; who knows?** 

Orlando, whofe head and heart were full 
of Monitnia, imagined that it was of her the 
man fpoke ; atid turning haftily to him, he - 
faid in an eaget^'T^^ ^gry way— 

^ <■■• . :'-i- .. .. -. "What 
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*^ What is ic you mean, Jacob, and* 
what is for the beft ? 

«* Nay, Sir,*' anfwered Jacob, " I only 
iifj that worfe might have conxe oS^ 
It ;^ for to my knowledge there have beeiii 
a deal faid, and the talk of the country 
fure enough it have been* There was- 
toother night at the Three Horfe Shoes-^ 
there was three or four of us of the Hall, 
Aad John Button and Richard Williauis 
#t Mill, and Stokes and Smith, and fome 
wore — and fo they were, fpeaking of this 
here young body ;: and Stokes, who is a 
free fpoken man, he faid, fays he''-r— «< AVhat 
fcoundrel,'' exclaimed Orlando, enraged 
and thrown wholly off his guard, '^ what ini 
famous lying fcoundrel fball dare to traduce 
her ? — I will tear the foul out of anyrafcal, 
who (hall breathe even: a fu^icion againft 
Monimia.** 

«* Moaimia, Sir {'* cried the man, who^ 
was thunderftruck by the violence of Or* 
lan(:lo, ** Lord, I was fpeaking of ^etty— 
fhe as went away this morning becaufe of 
.your keeping company with her— -I'm fure. 

Sir, 
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Sir, I never thought no harm of Mifs ^o- 
ninifnyy nor fcarce, ever fee her twice ia. 
my life/" 

Orlaodo now repented him of his raflv. 
Aefs.— « Well, well,"faid he— «« I t^lieve 
you, Jacob— I'm fure you would not fay or 
think any harm of an innocent young lady, 
efpecially, Jacob, if you thought it would 
difplcafe me, and do me a great deal of 
harm.'*— Jacob now moft eamefUy pro- 
tefted not only his unwillingnefs to offend^ 
b|ut his defire to oblige his honour. 
Oflando, whofe fpirits were jet in fuch a 
tumult, that he could not arrange the ideas 
that crowded on his mind, now hade Jacob 
follow him into his ftudy. Unwilling as. 
he had always been to put Monimia into 
the power of fervants, he knew that fome* 
thing decifive muft be hazarded, or that 
he muft reftgn all hopes of feeing her be* 
fore he went : he was the lefs fcrupulous, 
as he was fo foon to go, and he hoped hIS 
could make it this young man's intereft to 
be faithful to him. — It occurred to him, 
that even when he was •gone, fome pcrfoa 

mud 
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xnuft be in his confidence, who would re- 
ctive, and deliver to Monimia, the letters 
which he knew he dared not direft to her- 
set the Hail. This niiftake therefore, which 
had for a moment vexed and confufed him, 
he now thought a fortunate cifrcumftance, 
and, without farther refledion, difclofed to 
this young man his long affeftion for Mo*- 
nimia; the difficulties he was in at the pre- 
fent moment about feeing her; and his 
wilh to find fomc means of correfponding 
with her hereafter. Jacob entered into his 
fituation with an appearance of intelligence 
and intereft with which Orlando was well 
fatisfied. They agreed upoi> a plan for 
the evening-~by which Orlando hoped to 
procure an interview with Monimia, in* 
ftead of merely feeing her at the wiodow ; 
and elated with his hope, he forgot the 
hazard and impropriety of the means he 
had ufed to obtain it. 

Having however talked over and fettled 
evcTy thing with his new confident, he 
went to pay his compliments to Mrs. 
Raylandj to whom he reported the arrival 

of 
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of his Commiflion, and whom he found in 
the fame difpofition as when he laft faw 
her — Then having obtained her leave to 
dine at his father's, he fet out in purfuit of 
his brother, in hopes of carrying fonie in- 
telligence to his family that might difli- 
pate their uneafinefs, of which his own did 
not render him unmindful. He rode there- 
fore to Mr. Stockton*s, where he learned 
from the fervants, that Mr. Philip Some- 
rive had been there about one o'clock; 
that he had borrowed linen of their maftcr, 
with whom he ftaid till after a late dinner, 
and then had fet out in a poft-chaife, as 
he faid, for London. This >^'as informa- 
tion but little likely to quiet the uneafinefs 
of his father and his family— with a heavy 
heart, therefore, Orlando proceeded to give 
it. Mr. Somerive received it with a deep 
figh, but without any comment ; his wife 
with tears; while the General, from whom 
they concealed nothing, endeavoured to 
confble tliem by fpeaking light of it. ^* I 
am pcrfuaded," faid he, '* myjgood friends, 

that 
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that your extreme folicitude and anxiety 
for your childrea qf:ea carry you beyond 
the line that difpaCiooate reafon would 
ipark for your condudt towards them."— 
Then addreflSing himfcif in his infiauating, 
way to Mrs* Somerive, he added — " Fop 
qxample, now^ my dear good friend' — you 
no fooner hear that it i$ right for you to 
part with your younger fon for the army, 
than you imagine that he will be killed. 
No fooner is your elder mifling upon one: 
of thofe littleexcurfions, which a young man 
of high fpirit, without any prefeat employ, 
ment, very naturally indulges himfelf in^ 
than you figure to. yourfelf I know not 
what evil confequence.. Believe me, Or- 
lando will not fleep in the bed of honour, 
not our more eccentric Philip be devour- 
ed by the Philiftines, Make yourfelves 
cafy, therefore, I beg of you. Your fon 
is gone to London for four or five days 
perhaps — what then ? — Here is your other 
fon going with me — and we will make it 
our bufinefs to fee Philip, if you will but 

make 
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make yourfelves eafy — and I dare 'fay you 
will have him with you again, before 
you eat your Chriftmas dinner, fafe and 
-found.**. 

Mrt ScifneVitre, who faw from fad expe- 
rience the departure of Philip in a yeiy 
•diffeirent light,; wopld not; howieycr .dweil 
longer on a fubjeft fo affeding and fa 
ufelefs. It was of no avail to difcufs now the 
reafons he had to dread the conduft of his 
eldefl: fon, in this unexpefted abfence ; nor 
did he wonder, for he had often feen it 
in others, at the compedfure' with" which 
^General Tracy arguedi againfl the indul- 
gence of uneafinefs, which he himfelf could 
never feel ; and he repeated to himfelf, as 
he longed to fay to his friend, that it is 
eafy to recommend patience with an un- 
touched or infenfible heart; patience in 
evils, that either can never reach the 
preacher, or which he is incapable of feel- 
ing. — Some lines of Shakefpeare, appli- 
cable to the General's remonftrance, and 
the uneafy ftate of his thoughts, occurred 



to i 



JIO THE OLD MANOR HOUSE. 

to him as he walked into the garden 
to conceal chofe thoughts from h is wife. 

*' No, no !* til all men's office to fpeak patience 
*' To thofe that wring under a load of forrow ; 
** But no man's virtue or fufficiency 
** To be fo moraly when he (hall endure 
** The like himfelf. Therefore give me no comfort/ 



XND OF TH£ SECOND VOLUME. 



".■ Vf 



^|r/.V,*t. ,.i.>^" 



^«K" 









I 



M 



